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Kentucky Heritage Council News Release

10th Annual Photo-Essay Awards presented Wednesday in Frankfort
Students honored for exploring ways to Restore-Reuse-Recycle historic buildings
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FRANKFORT, Ky. – Students from across Kentucky were honored Wednesday for their photo-essays exploring the theme Restore-Reuse-Recycle during the 10th Annual Kentucky Heritage Council / Preservation Kentucky Photo-Essay Competition awards ceremony at the Capitol Rotunda in Frankfort.  The event coincided with presentation of the 30th Annual Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Awards.
Students were invited to photograph a historic building, site or structure in their community and reflect on how its preservation and adaptive reuse could benefit their community, the environment and sustainable development, in contrast to the environmental costs represented by the loss of a historic building.  Students were also required to submit a copy of their essay to at least one local decision-maker, such as a mayor or judge-executive, with a goal to stimulate young peoples’ interest in historic preservation and provide an opportunity for them to interact with local leaders regarding its importance to their community.

Winner of the high school division was Candace F. Moberly of Madison Southern High School, Berea, who wrote about the Coy Buggy House.  Middle school winner was Tyler Watkins, Logan County Home Educators, who wrote about Sharon Grove School.  In the elementary school division, the winner was Mason Miller of Harlan Independent School on the subject of Evarts High School.  Candace and Mason read their essays during the ceremony but Tyler was unavailable to take part.  Guest speakers included First Lady Jane Beshear, Kentucky Commerce Cabinet Secretary Marcheta Sparrow, Representative Derrick Graham (D-57, Franklin) and Bill Weyland of City Properties Group, Louisville.

Other high school division winners were, second, Curtis Northcutt of Lafayette High School, Lexington, who wrote about Julia T. Ewan School, and third, Ashton Yinger of Letcher County Central High School, Whitesburg, writing about a local abandoned store.

Other winners in the middle school division were, second, April Winebarger of T.K. Stone Middle School, Elizabethtown, with an essay about the Hardin County Museum, and third, Joseph S. Pence, Anchorage Public School, writing about Bellewood Road Bridge.

Other elementary school division winners were Emily S. Carr of Southern Elementary School, Somerset, with an essay about Pulaski County Library, and third, Allie C. Evans, Calvary Elementary School, Lebanon, writing about Pleasant Valley Christian Church.

Receiving an award for outstanding participation was Lafayette High School, Lexington.

For more information or to receive a photo or a copy of a student essay, call the Kentucky Heritage Council at 502-564-7005, ext. 120 or Preservation Kentucky at 270-358-9069. 
# # #

An agency of the Kentucky Commerce Cabinet, the Kentucky Heritage Council / State Historic Preservation Office is responsible for the identification, protection and preservation of historic buildings, sites and cultural resources throughout the Commonwealth, in partnership with other state and federal agencies, local communities and interested citizens.  This mission is integral to making communities more livable and has a far-ranging impact on issues as diverse as economic development, jobs creation, affordable housing, tourism, community revitalization, environmental conservation and quality of life.  www.heritage.ky.gov 

Preservation Kentucky is a membership-based, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving Kentucky’s historic resources through education and advocacy.  Preservation Kentucky provides an important link between the public and private sector and also helps monitor and promote preservation-friendly legislation at the local, state and federal levels.  By working for the restoration and adaptive reuse of historic properties today, the economic benefits of historic preservation will help to safeguard the unique Kentucky landscape for future generations.  www.preservationkentucky.org 
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