
2011 NOMINATION FORM 
Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Historic Preservation Awards Program 

 
NOMINATIONS must be postmarked or received in the Kentucky Heritage Council office by Monday, 
April 11.  Entries may also be submitted via email to kyheritage@ky.gov or by fax at 502-564-5820.  For 
each entry, submit a completed nomination form, narrative description and supporting documentation to: 
  Kentucky Heritage Council / State Historic Preservation Office 

300 Washington Street 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
ATTN:  Ida Lee Willis Awards 

1. Nominee  
 
Name Jack Eckler 
 
Title / Organization Grant County Historical Society and Northern Kentucky African American 
Heritage Task Force 

Address 706 Cynthiana Street  

City Williamstown     State Kentucky      Zip 41097 

Phone 850 240-8998 859 824-6765      Email nancjack@fuse.net 

2. Award 
(check one) 
 
     Memorial Award          X Preservation Project Award                Service to Preservation Award 

3. Description 
Include a brief narrative description of the project(s) the nominee has accomplished.  Relate this 
description to the criteria for the appropriate award. 

The Dry Ridge Consolidated School is the most recent historical treasure moved to the heritage 
section of Grant County Park. A joint restoration project of The Grant County Historical Society 
and The Northern Kentucky African American Heritage Task Force, this one-room Rosenwald 
school provided from 1923 until desegregation the only opportunity in the region for black boys 
and girls to receive an early education. Indeed, many Kentucky African American children and 
youth were educated in schools constructed with funding assistance from the Rosenwald 
Foundation. With the restoration of the Dry Ridge school, an exceptional piece of the history of 
education in Kentucky has been preserved for today’s generation and for generations to come. 
The restored school is a community asset because it will be used as a cultural and educational 
center for school tours, adult meetings and an all around center where docents will tell the story 
of the importance of Rosenwald schools in Kentucky and in other states where they were 
constructed with partial funds from the Rosenwald Foundation.  
 
Many people, organizations, corporate sponsors and public funding are responsible for saving 
this irreplaceable building, but no individual contributed more to the success of this project than 
Jack Eckler, and it is a privilege for me, as project director, to nominate him for the Ida Lee 
Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award. Jack was responsible for hiring and 
overseeing the work of craftsmen, selecting vendors as well as ordering materials, supplies and 
equipment. Beyond a superb job of managing this project, consistent with the standards of the 

mailto:kyheritage@ky.gov


National Trust for Historic Preservation, he made a generous financial contribution to the project 
and found time to build the handicap ramp to the building himself. The restored school was 
dedicated last year, about five years after the sponsoring organizations undertook the project, and 
we graciously acknowledged the role Jack played so faithfully and so expertly in helping to 
make this event possible. Our sincere thanks and the thanks and appreciation of the Grant County 
community we gladly give to Jack. It is with great pleasure, then, that I nominate him for the Ida 
Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award.          
 

4. Supporting Documentation 
Attach or enclose any photographs, articles, publications or letters of support for the nominee 
that would assist in the determining the impact of his/her contribution.  Before and after 
photographs should be included for a Preservation Project Award.  When submitting by mail, 
materials may also be submitted on a CD/DVD attached to the nomination form.  When 
submitting via email, please submit all files in one email in PDF format; do not send multiple 
files.  For questions, contact Diane Comer at 502-564-7005, ext. 120, or diane.comer@ky.gov. 

5. Submitter of Nomination 

Name  Charles B. Nuckolls, Jr. 

Title /Organization  Project Director, Northern Kentucky African American Heritage Task Force 

Address 1237 Paddock Hills Avenue 
 
City Cincinnati  State Ohio Zip 45229-1219 Phone 513-242-4521 Email cbnuckolls@aol.com 

mailto:diane.comer@ky.gov
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