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2010 Year in Review
2010 Kentucky State Historic Preservation Conference 

and 14th Annual International Preservation Trades Workshop 

Preservation Works! was the theme for the 2010 Kentucky State Historic Preservation Conference, a biennial event which this year was presented by the Kentucky Heritage Council and Preservation Kentucky, Inc., October 21-23 in Frankfort in conjunction with the 14th Annual International Preservation Trades Workshop (IPTW), hosted by the Preservation Trades Network (PTN).

This was the first time these conferences have taken place concurrently and the first time Kentucky has hosted the IPTW, dedicated to sharing skills, hands-on education and the preservation and conservation of the built environment.  It is the only annual event in North America that brings together the foremost practitioners of traditional building trades in a single venue. 

The state preservation conference focused, literally, on “nuts and bolts” education and preservation basics.  In addition to demonstrations and workshops, sessions addressed practical preservation of interest to professionals, such as planners and architects; to owners of historic buildings who wanted to learn more about how to rehabilitate and maintain a historic property, list it in the National Register of Historic Places or take advantage of federal and state tax incentives; and to craftsmen and others interested in learning more about preservation trades and traditional building methods.  Other topics explored the politics of historic districts, benefits of historic window repair versus replacement, and a new state program created to encourage local and rural community philanthropy.  Special features included a panel discussion on preservation advocacy, a tour of historic homes and a conference trade show.

Continuing education credits were available through the American Planning Association, the Kentucky League of Cities, the Kentucky Department for Local Government County Officials Training Incentive Program and the Central Kentucky Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.

The conference theme paid tribute to the IPTW co-conference, which highlighted the work of traditional trades craftsmen such as brick masons, carpenters, timber framers, plasterers, brick makers, painters, blacksmiths, and slate, metal and wood shingle roofers.  State preservation conference participants received added value from the opportunity to observe and learn from PTN presenters.  Topics included roofing techniques, plaster repair and maintenance, repair of historic porches and exterior elements, proper masonry materials and repair, painting and paint removal, new regulations in lead paint abatement, restoration of historic lighting fixtures, blacksmithing, wood and steel window restoration, stained glass repair, dry laid stone construction, project documentation, understanding business tools including the web and social media, decision-making, and the benefits of hiring a certified restoration tradesperson.  

In addition, two pre-conference workshops were open to the public.  Gravestone Preservation was offered Oct. 19-20 at historic Frankfort Cemetery and focused on gravestone and cemetery monument repair and preservation.  Historic Log Building Restoration was offered Oct. 13-20 at Cove Spring Park and focused on the process of authentically restoring and reconstructing a circa 1825 log meat house, which was documented and deconstructed during the Preservation Rendezvous, a training event hosted by the PTN in Frankfort in summer 2009.  Training focused on hewing and log notching, materials preparation and repair techniques for damaged wall logs.
Combined, nearly 400 people converged on the State Capitol and downtown Frankfort for these events, which were presented with generous financial support by the community, businesses and preservation advocates across the state.
Save America’s Treasures

Kentucky Heritage Council in partnership with the statewide non-profit preservation and advocacy organization Preservation Kentucky, Inc., launched an educational campaign throughout the first few months of 2010 to educate the public about the federal government’s plans to discontinue funding of the Save America’s Treasures program and what this program has meant to communities throughout Kentucky.  

For this educational initiative, the Heritage Council compiled detailed data about the economic impact of Save America’s Treasures, the nation’s only bricks and mortar grant program and one of the federal government’s most successful tools for preserving the places that tell America’s story.  The program alone has been responsible for more than 16,000 jobs since it was created in 1998.  During this time, SAT has designated 1,600 official projects, awarded more than $300 million in grants, and through the 50/50 required match, generated an additional $377 million of investment.  The program has successfully leveraged public funds in partnership with private dollars from corporations, foundations and individuals.  

Kentucky has received $6.3 million in SAT funds for 24 projects, generating an additional $7.8 million in matching funds and a total investment of $14 million.  Of these, it has been quantified that 17 projects created 171 jobs for a total investment of $21,536 per job, compared with statistics showing that jobs generated in Kentucky through federal stimulus funds have averaged $233,839 per job created.

Preserve America

Preserve America complements Save America’s Treasures by helping local communities develop sustainable management strategies and sound business practices for the continued preservation and use of heritage resources.  The spring 2010 educational campaign also included information about Preserve America and how this program has positively benefited Kentucky and particularly Kentucky Main Street Program communities.
Kentucky continues to lead the nation in Preserve America designations with 73 communities, neighborhoods and historic districts.  Since 2006, 10 Kentucky Preserve America projects have received $705,350 in grants that require a dollar-for-dollar match, a total investment of more than $1.4 million out of a total $17 million awarded in six competitive rounds.    
Judge Joseph Holt House

In 2010, efforts continued to gain steam to rehabilitate the home of Judge Joseph Holt in rural Breckinridge County.  A $150,000 earmark from Congressman Brett Guthrie announced in 2009 will be received by the county before the end of the year, and a second annual community day and open house at the site Sept. 25 attracted several hundred visitors from the community and around the region.

Born in Breckinridge County in 1807, Holt served as Lincoln's Judge Advocate General and presided over the trial of the assassination conspirators following Lincoln's death.  The home is a featured site along the Kentucky Lincoln Heritage Trail, and a marker denoting this designation was unveiled during the community day by “President” Lincoln and his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, as portrayed by Larry and Mary Elliott of Louisville.  Other activities included period music, self-guided tours of the home and grounds, refreshments, a portrayal of Judge Holt by Hardin County Circuit Judge Kelly M. Easton, Civil War re-enactors, and a book signing by Susan Dyer, author of Lincoln’s Advocate: The Life of Judge Joseph Holt, published by Acclaim Press.  

In late 2008 the home was acquired by the county through a Kentucky Heritage Council Lincoln Preservation Grant, funded by the Kentucky Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, and its restoration was named a Legacy Project of Kentucky’s bicentennial by the commission.  In 2009 the Kentucky Heritage Council helped organize a steering committee and provide leadership to Breckinridge County Fiscal Court in undertaking the long process of rehabilitating the house.  Today a local group, Friends of the Holt House, has been organized under the auspices of the Breckinridge County Historical Society. 
Holt will be a featured character in the upcoming film The Conspirator, directed by Robert Redford, scheduled for release in spring 2011.  The house was constructed during this time of national service with the original portion dating to the 1850s.  Today the site is listed in the National Register of Historic Places and is noted for its significance in the areas of national history, politics and architecture.

Most notably, several Kentucky legislators including Senator Carroll Gibson and Representative Dwight Butler have supported the project and actively participated in meetings and work groups.  Also, there has been widespread media interest in the home’s preservation as illustrated with stories in 2010 in Kentucky Monthly and Kentucky Living magazines, a feature in the Owensboro Messenger Enquirer which got picked up by the Associated Press and distributed nationally, and a book about Joseph Holt by Susan Dyer, a local researcher and volunteer, Lincoln’s Advocate: The Life of Judge Joseph Holt, with assistance from Kentucky State Historian Dr. James C. Klotter.

Clearly, finding a new use for the Holt House is paramount, and broad support for the project has come from a wide range of organizations and individuals who are interested in and committed to ensuring a successful outcome.  Ongoing maintenance is the responsibility of Breckinridge County Fiscal Court in consultation with the steering committee and Kentucky Heritage Council.  Under the guidance of fiscal court, road crews and volunteer jail laborers have the tools and the skills to perform duties both now and going forward that include general grounds and building maintenance, painting, carpentry, landscaping and tree trimming.  Offers of donations of equipment and building materials, as well as professional services including electrical and contracting, carpentry and other skilled labor have come from throughout Breckinridge County and beyond.
The home will also be of great interest as the Kentucky Civil War Sesquicentennial commemoration gets underway in 2011.  Judge Holt was a key figure in helping to keep Kentucky in the Union and firmly aligned with the federal government. He had helped secure a peaceful inauguration for Lincoln and was determined that Kentucky should take its rightful place in defending the Union.
The Holt House is one of few houses in Kentucky associated with a nationally prominent political figure that hasn’t been preserved or restored, and it is the only one in Kentucky associated with Lincoln still awaiting preservation.  Fiscal court is working with Friends of the Holt House and the community to make plans to reintroduce the Holt House back into public use and develop the property to maximize its potential for local economic development.  In addition to the immediate need for preservation and rehabilitation, next steps call for formulating a long-range, sustainable plan for the site.  As a site plan is developed and full-scale rehabilitation gets underway, the community will have a rare opportunity to observe and participate in many aspects of these undertakings.
Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Heritage
In 2010 the National Park Service announced initiation of a feasibility study for a proposed Kentucky Lincoln National Heritage Area, working in partnership with the Kentucky Historical Society, Preservation Kentucky, Rural Heritage Development Initiative, Kentucky Lincoln Sites Alliance and other agencies and local partners including the Kentucky Heritage Council.  The study will take place over the next year to assess local support, identify a potential local management entity, and study the overall feasibility for the proposed heritage area.
Site Development Program

Kentucky Main Street Program
Administered by the Kentucky Heritage Council, the Kentucky Main Street Program (KYMS) is the oldest statewide Main Street revitalization program in the nation.  Its goal is to work to build local businesses, support public-private partnerships and enhance economic development while preserving unique local architecture and existing community infrastructure.  Today the program serves nearly 80 communities – providing technical assistance and training to help local programs build a community-driven, comprehensive strategy to revitalize downtown and surrounding neighborhood business districts.

KYMS partners with Renaissance Kentucky, administered through the Department for Local Government, through which funding resources are made available.  In 2009 alone, Kentucky Main Street and Renaissance on Main programs reported more than $350 million invested in downtowns through these programs, representing: 

· 1,971 net jobs in Main Street districts

· 377 new businesses created

· 417 downtown buildings rehabilitated

This investment, totaling $350,649,922 includes:

· $127,486,018 in public investment

· $223,163,904 in private investment

· 80,792 volunteer hours committed by board members and community supporters

Since the Kentucky Main Street Program began, more than $3.5 billion has been reinvested in Kentucky!
In 2010, training opportunities were made available throughout the year to local Main Street program managers, including The ABCs of Lobbying, presented in partnership with Preservation Kentucky, Inc., and a day-long business development and entrepreneur training session planned in December.  Also, 24 communities participated in the Summer 2010 Kentucky Main Street Challenge which featured an architectural treasure hunt tailored to each community and prizes to participants who could identify the most features of each historic downtown.  The initiative was promoted as a great opportunity for residents and visitors to get exercise while exploring Kentucky's unique and historic downtowns. 
This fall KYMS launched a new initiative in partnership with the Student Technology Leadership Project (STLP), an educational program that empowers students in all grade levels throughout the state to use technology to learn and achieve. Prizes will be awarded and the top three projects will advance to the national STLP competition.  The KYMS component proposed three project areas: 
· “A Day in the Life of my Main Street,” in the community service or instructional categories, challenging students to describe a “day in the life” of their downtown and find creative new ways using technology such as video and social media to tell the story that represents the places, businesses and people that make their downtown special.

· “Old is the NEW Green,” in the community service, instructional, or science, technology, engineering and mathematics categories, challenging students to design a technology project using historic buildings.  For example, by tracking embodied energy saved through reuse of historic buildings.

· "SHOP Local, SHOP Downtown,” in the entrepreneurial category, challenging students to create a technology product utilizing video and social media and other technologies to show the economic and community value for shopping locally. 
Also this season, the Kentucky Main Street Program is encouraging communities to promote holiday shopping promotion in conjunction with national initiatives.  The following paragraph was used in a press release distributed statewide by Governor Steve Beshear’s office in conjunction with a statewide initiative encouraging citizens to shop locally:
Kentucky is fortunate to have communities from Ashland to Paducah with historic main street buildings as distinctive as the communities themselves, uniquely suited for the businesses, restaurants and boutiques found there.  Many of these are locally owned and specialize in Kentucky-made products ranging from artwork and jewelry, to food and crafts, to books on Kentucky history, architecture and cultural traditions.  Shopping downtown supports the local economy, community revitalization and historic preservation – so avoid the mall and consider a gift certificate to a family-owned restaurant that buys local produce, a historic downtown bed and breakfast, or an antique shop that specializes in Kentucky furniture and memorabilia.  For more, visit www.heritage.ky.gov/mainstreet  

The Governor’s office and KYMS joined more than a dozen advocacy, public and private organizations including the National Trust Main Street Center to declare the Saturday after Thanksgiving as Small Business Saturday, which recognizes the importance of small businesses to the overall economy and local communities.  The 3/50 Project is another national initiative touted in Kentucky Main Street communities that encourages consumers to shop three independently owned, local businesses and spend $50 in each.  According to the consulting firm Civic Economics, for every $100 spent with locally owned businesses, $68 is returned to the community.

Finally, in 2010 the National Trust for Historic Preservation announced that Paducah Renaissance Alliance was honored with a 2010 Great American Main Street Award® (GAMSA). Distinguishing itself by focusing on incentives and the arts as a revitalization strategy, Paducah Renaissance Alliance was honored at the Main Street Awards Ceremony during the National Main Streets Conference in Oklahoma City.

Paducah Main Street’s Artist Relocation Program has proven to be a hugely successful revitalization strategy – one that has been emulated by many other cities.  By offering artists from across the U.S. attractive financial incentives to rehabilitate historic homes and buildings for living and working space, the city now has a critical mass of creative residents and related galleries, arts-related businesses, and an arts school. Dramatically improving quality of life and the local economy, Paducah Renaissance Alliance’s efforts have yielded a net gain of 234 new businesses and 1,000 new jobs.

The other four winners were Main Street Columbus, Columbus, Miss.; Downtown Fairmont, Fairmont, W.Va.; Downtown Ferndale, Ferndale, Mich.; and Downtown Lee's Summit, Lee's Summit, Mo. 

Historic Preservation Tax Credits

Kentucky has been a national leader in the use of historic rehabilitation tax credits, for historic commercial and residential buildings listed in or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  Since the Kentucky Historic Preservation Tax Credit was implemented in 2005, 214 projects have been awarded $9,270,604 in tax credits from $141,906,256 invested in rehabilitation projects throughout the Commonwealth.

To date, 425 historic rehabilitation projects have been reviewed through this program.  These represent a private investment of $341,614,364 in historic rehabilitation in Kentucky.  Applying economist Donovan Rypkema’s estimate that 42.3 jobs are created for every $1 million invested in historic rehabilitation, this equals more than 14,450 jobs created for Kentucky.

Through this tax credit program to date: 

· 128 commercial projects have been completed and another 130 have been proposed 

· 129 owner-occupied residential projects have been completed and another 38 have been proposed 

· $190,257,166 has been invested in these historic buildings 

· $122,376 is the average investment for owner-occupied residential properties 

· $1,593,517 is the average investment for commercial projects

With the apportionment formula in place and a total cap of $5 million, recipients received a six-year average of 45% of their eligible credit.  

Program staff also coordinated a number of presentations, workshops and seminars throughout the year to inform audiences about these historic rehabilitation tax credit programs.

Ida Lee Willis Memorial Preservation Awards / Statewide Photo-Essay Competition

The 32nd Annual Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Awards ceremony took place May 26 at the Kentucky Governor’s Executive Mansion in conjunction with the 12th Annual Statewide Photo-Essay Competition, sponsored by Preservation Kentucky, Inc. and the Heritage Council.
Ida Lee Willis Memorial Preservation Awards are presented each May in observance of National Historic Preservation Month and recognize those who have demonstrated an understanding of and an appreciation for the value of preserving and reusing Kentucky’s historic and prehistoric resources, whether through the restoration of an important structure or community resource or through a lifetime commitment to encouraging and promoting historic preservation.  The awards are named for the late Ida Lee Willis, who was appointed first executive director of the Kentucky Heritage Commission (now the Kentucky Heritage Council) in 1966.
 
The Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award is presented to the individual who has demonstrated outstanding dedication to the cause of historic preservation in the Commonwealth.  The 2010 recipient is Clyde Reynolds Carpenter of Lexington, chair of the University of Kentucky Department of Historic Preservation, who is being honored for his lifelong commitment to preservation and design, his leadership in the UK College of Architecture and his dedication to educating students and others of the value of Kentucky’s built environment.
 
Preservation Project Awards recognize outstanding examples of restoration or rehabilitation of historic buildings, or other types of projects that have had a positive impact on Kentucky’s built environment.  2010 winners were:

· Bishop Flaget Log House, Nelson County, for the historically accurate restoration of the earliest structure representing the Catholic faith to be built west of the Allegheny Mountains. 

· The Grand Theatre, Frankfort, in recognition of the restoration of the historic theater in downtown Frankfort and its return to the community as a multi-use performing and visual arts center. 

· Pearce-Wheeler Farm, Hart County, in recognition of owner Bruce Cohen’s commitment to preserving the historic house, barns and outbuildings of the farm, helping to preserve the heritage of Kentucky’s rapidly changing rural landscape.

Service to Preservation Awards honor those who have furthered historic preservation activities or had a positive impact in their communities, including individuals, organizations, public officials, financial institutions, news media, and/or volunteers.  2010 winners were:

· Charles Cash, Louisville, in recognition of his long service as an architect and administrator for Louisville Metro Government, his work helping to preserve historic buildings and neighborhoods, and a career championing good community planning and design.  

· Donald Clare, Rabbit Hash, for his commitment to preserving the buildings and heritage of Rabbit Hash and all the time and effort he has committed as an advocate for historic preservation causes throughout Boone County and Northern Kentucky.

· Susan Dyer, Breckinridge County, for her persistence advocating for the preservation of the Judge Joseph Holt House in rural Breckinridge County, and for all she has done to educate others about his legacy and role in President Abraham Lincoln’s administration.

Preservation Skills Training

The Kentucky Heritage Council continues to make it a priority to offer hands-on training programs to instruct craftsmen in proper methods for repairing, restoring and preserving the historic elements of historic buildings.  In addition to hosting the 2010 International Preservation Trades Workshop in Frankfort, the Kentucky Heritage Council presented another series of hands-on training workshops in partnership with Pine Mountain Settlement School.  Since 2002, more than 500 individuals have participated in hands-on skills training workshops through the Pine Mountain School for Practical Historic Preservation series conducted each summer at Pine Mountain Settlement School in Harlan County, presented by the school and Heritage Council in partnership with Preservation Kentucky, Inc.  
2010 programs included:

· Appalachian-Style Wood Shingle Roof Workshop July 25-30.  Students were taken through the entire process of making shingles – from learning how to judge a standing tree for its potential as a source for wood shingles to processing a white oak tree from a log to rounds to bolts and, finally, into shingles.  Work was completed on 1850 Creech Cabin, one of the contributing structures to Pine Mountain Settlement School's status as a National Historic Landmark.

· Open Fire Cooking Workshop July 23-24 in conjunction with the Wood Shingle Rook Workshop, focusing on the art and practice of cooking on an open fire.

· From the Ground up: The Art of Building Dry Stone Walls October 8-10 with instructor Richard Tufnell, offered exclusively to graduate students in the University of Kentucky Department of Historic Preservation.

Site Protection Program and Archaeology
Environmental Reviews
In 2010, the Kentucky Heritage Council Site Protection Program completed environmental reviews on nearly 4,200 individual projects in the Commonwealth that utilized federal funding or other assistance.  The agency's regulatory responsibilities aid a wide range of applicants – including sister agencies, city and county governments and non-profit organizations – by ensuring the projects they propose are in compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966.  Federal assistance is not available to applicants without proper documentation that the Kentucky Heritage Council has carried out its responsibilities under the NHPA.

Many projects and consultations carried out by Site Protection are completed from start to finish within a calendar year, while many others can take many years to fully complete.  In 2010, a number of complex, multi-year projects and consultations were successfully resolved.  These include:

· The $100 million+ Milton-Madison Bridge project connecting Milton, Kentucky to Madison, Indiana over the Ohio River was the variety of undertaking that typically takes many years to develop and coordinate through the environmental review process.  Despite hundreds of historic properties, numerous consulting parties and a variety of challenges, the review process was completed on an expedited schedule and resulted in a state-of-the-art engineering proposal.  Instead of a nearly year-long bridge closure, which would have had adverse economic impacts within the historic districts on both sides of the river, a bridge “sliding” proposal was approved – resulting in a limited 10-day closure period.  Only minor changes to the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) were requested by the Federal Highway Administration and the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet.  The Section 106 consultation process was considered to be a great success with buy-in from all parties involved.

· After many years of unresolved issues surrounding the Mountain Parkway Interchange project in Clark County, Site Protection Program staff were able to bring consultation to a successful conclusion in 2010.  Surrounding the proposed interchange is an area commonly referred to as the “Indian Old Fields,” a historic and prehistoric archaeological district of profound importance.  Throughout the year staff met numerous times with the Federal Highway Administration, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, the Absentee Shawnee Tribe, the Eastern Shawnee Tribe, private consulting parties, and local government representatives from Clark County and the city of Winchester.  Because of this approach, the project was able to move forward while responsibly considering and working to protect highly significant archaeological resources that could be impacted from development pressures created by the interchange.  As a result, $120,000 was set aside for additional archaeological survey in the area and other activities that will help educate the public and protect these resources.

· Site Protection Program staff made great strides to foster relationships with Native American tribal representatives. More specifically, staff met with Tribal Historic Preservation Officers from the Eastern Shawnee tribe, the Absentee Shawnee tribe, Eastern Cherokee tribe, and Cherokee Nation to discuss specific undertakings and issues in Kentucky.  During the Southeast Archaeology Conference in Lexington in October, tribal representatives publicly expressed their appreciation for the Kentucky Heritage Council’s efforts to coordinate and share information with them.  According to program manager Craig Potts, this is a “great success” the program hopes to build upon.

· A great deal of time was spent consulting with the Kentucky Finance and Administration Cabinet on the Bluegrass Community and Technical College’s proposed adaptation of the historic Eastern State Hospital in Lexington for an educational campus.  While some National Register-eligible buildings associated with the historic district will be lost, several key buildings and features and landscape features will be retained.  To the cabinet and college’s credit, the Section 106 process was completed despite the lack of a federal requirement to do so.  An MOA is currently being drafted that will require documentation of the entire campus, a complete archaeological survey, and that the Kentucky Heritage Council will have a place at the table regarding proposed new buildings and the option to conduct additional survey and nomination work in adjacent residential areas where development pressure will likely occur.
· After many years of negotiations regarding preservation of the Handy House in Cynthiana, a successful resolution was reached in 2010.  The Handy House is a Federal-style farmhouse updated with Second Empire additions in the latter half of the 19th century.  Located on property owned by the city and county proposed as a large public park, the house had suffered dramatically from many years of neglect.  Site Protection’s involvement with the Harrison County Historical Society, the city of Cynthiana and Harrison County Fiscal Court helped broker a resolution to lease the property to the historical society for 50 years at $1 per year.  In return, the organization has agreed to work toward the structure’s long-term preservation and rehabilitation.

· After many years of negotiations, a statewide programmatic agreement was entered into between the Heritage Council, Federal Highway Administration and Kentucky Transportation Cabinet solidifying “rules for the road” while streamlining and bringing consistency to coordination efforts between these agencies.  This agreement marks a substantial step forward in working relationship and promises to save time and money while properly considering and protecting significant historic and prehistoric sites in the Commonwealth.
Return of Indian Head Rock to Kentucky

Site Protection staff successfully negotiated and monitored the transfer of Indian Head Rock from Portsmouth, Ohio to Greenup County, Kentucky.  The dispute over the eight-ton boulder, which gets its name from a carving of what appears to be an Indian, began in 2007 after a dive team removed the artifact from a registered archaeological site belonging to Kentucky in violation of state and federal antiquities laws.  
The city of Portsmouth, OH agreed to relinquish custody and control of the artifact and permit its transport to Greenup County following an Agreed Order between the city and Commonwealth of Kentucky earlier this year dismissing a civil suit against the city and two men involved in its retrieval.

For now, the artifact is being stored in a Greenup County garage until a permanent home can be found and funds identified to help put it on display for public viewing, according to Greenup County Judge Executive Robert Carpenter.  The goal will be to create educational materials to interpret its history and context for the public, explain the importance of protecting Kentucky’s archaeological resources and educate about the federal and state laws that govern protection of these resources.

Because the integrity of the archaeological site has been compromised, returning the rock to the Ohio River would serve no purpose, according to Mark Dennen, Heritage Council executive director and state historic preservation officer.

Annual Archaeology Conferences
A field trip to the Blue Heron Mining Community and Barren Fork Coal Camp, and papers and presentations on research and archaeological investigations across Kentucky highlighted the 27th Annual Kentucky Heritage Council Archaeology Conference March 5-7 at Cumberland Falls State Resort Park.

Topics included historic archaeology conducted at Camp Frazier in Cynthiana and research about 20th Century Coal Mining Technology in Kentucky, as well as investigations of prehistoric sites studying a Mississippian Village and Cemetery in Livingston County, paleontological resources along a trail in Mammoth Cave National Park and four Middle Fort Ancient Sites in Boone County.  Presentations also focused on Ward Hall Cemetery in Georgetown, Western Cemetery in Louisville and a pictograph site in Letcher County; Late Archaic, Early Middle Woodland and Mississippian cultures; and new archaeological planning models that have been developed.

Activities included the introduction of a new book, Frankfort’s Forgotten Cemetery by Dr. David Pollock, Dr. A. Gwynn Henderson and Dr. Peter E. Killoran, detailing archaeological investigations of the remains of more than 200 Frankfort citizens buried and forgotten in the Old Frankfort Cemetery, excavated at the site where the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet building now stands.  Research reveals details about the lives of these individuals such as how they lived, what they ate and how they might have looked.

Staff also participated in and presented at the 75th Annual Society for American Archaeology (SAA) conference in St. Louis, MO.

Historic Archaeology: Beneath Kentucky’s Fields and Streets

A new documentary, Historic Archaeology: Beneath Kentucky’s Fields and Streets, began airing on Kentucky Educational Television (KET) over several nights beginning Feb. 1 and continued airing through the spring.  The documentary is the third volume in the Kentucky Archaeology Video Series and a partnership of the Kentucky Heritage Council, Kentucky Archaeological Survey, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  The video was produced by Voyageur Media Group, Inc., of Cincinnati, a nonprofit organization dedicated to the creation of public media about science, history, art and culture.

The one-hour documentary explores new archaeological investigations at sites across the state and examines the lives of farmers, slaves, soldiers, laborers, Euro-American settlers and other immigrants during the historic era of Kentucky spanning the 1770s to 1910s.  Interviews with archaeologists were combined with archival images, artifacts, and 3-D animation for a fascinating look into the lives of ordinary people. 

The video is presented in four segments based on the archaeological periods of Frontier, 1770s to 1820s; Antebellum, 1820s to 1860s; Civil War, 1861-65; and Industrialization, 1860s through 1910s.  Each segment features key scientific discoveries made by some of the state’s top archaeologists over the past decade.  

Archaeologists working in the Frontier period describe the role of archival research in efforts to locate hundreds of frontier forts in the Inner Bluegrass region.  Fort Boonesborough, Mammoth Cave and the Arnold Farmstead are featured.

From the Antebellum period, viewers learn about the discovery of a ceramics-filled privy at Ashland, the Henry Clay Estate in Lexington, as well as reconstruction of a slave cabin at Farmington Historic Plantation in Louisville, and how x-marked objects are providing insights into slave culture at Riverside, the Farnsley-Moremen Landing along the Ohio River in southwest Jefferson County.  Also, physical anthropologists report surprising conclusions from the accidental discovery of a pauper’s graveyard in downtown Frankfort, and Shaker Village is highlighted.
 
Archaeologists exploring the Civil War period show how field surveys may be used to compare historic plans of camp fortifications to actual evidence in the ground.  Investigations include Camp Wildcat and the Battle of Richmond, and work at the refugee encampment site in Camp Nelson confirms the location of a Civil War tragedy.

For the Industrialization period, archaeologists focus on the lives of immigrant families at Portland Wharf Park in Louisville.  Once a major steamboat port, Portland Wharf vanished due to floods, the expansion of the Louisville-Portland canal and construction of a floodwall. Today, archaeology is being used to preserve the park and reconnect the community of Portland with its past.  Also featured are the U.S. Marine Hospital, the Old State Capitol in Frankfort and the Covington Riverfront.
Site Identification Program

National Register and Survey

In 2010, the Site Identification Program assisted with adding 27 Kentucky sites and historic districts to the National Register of Historic Places, including:

· Morris Fork Presbyterian Church and Community Center, Breathitt County (11/15/10)
· Hal Price Headley Sr. House, Lexington (11/15/10)
· Arcadia Apartments, Louisville (11/15/10)
· Bardstown Historic District Boundary Increase (11/10/10)
· Woodstock, Todd County (11/10/10)
· Bradfordsville Christian Church, Marion County (10/25/10)
· St. Joseph Church, Marion County (10/25/10)
· Terrace Court Historic District, Danville (8/31/10)
· J.J. Nesbitt House, Owingville (8/5/10)

· St. Bartholomew Parish School, Louisville (8/5/10)

· William Dodd House, Louisville (8/5/10)

· Christian Church of West Liberty (8/5/10)

· Coombs-Duncan-Brown Farmhouse, Nelson County (8/5/10)

· Standard Oil Company Filling Station, Bowling Green (8/5/10)

· Maple Grove, Washington County (8/5/10)

· Kalarama Farm, Washington County (8/5/10)

· Terrace Court Historic District, Danville, Boyle County (8/31/10)

· Whiskey Row Historic District, Louisville (6/4/10)
· Black Bottom Historic District (listed 3/17/10)

· Col. Abner Gaines House, Boone County (2/04/10)

· Newport Courthouse Square Historic District, Campbell (2/5/10) 

· Mud Brick House in Greensburg, Green County (2/3/10)

· Callaway-Goodridge-Robertson Farm, Henry County (2/3/10)

· Fourth District Elementary School, Kenton County (2/3/10)

· Helena United Methodist Church, Mason County (2/3/10)

· Franklin Grade and High School, Simpson County (2/3/10)

· Milliken Building, Warren County (2/3/10)

Five additional sites were forwarded to NPS following the Dec. 10 review board meeting: McBride’s Harrods Creek Landing, the Miller Paper Company Buildings and Most Blessed Sacrament School in Jefferson County; the J. Hawkins Hart House in Henderson; and Jenkins School in Letcher County.
FY 2010 has also been a productive year for the survey section.  In the past year:
· 2,215 sites were entered into the database and 224 site checks completed

· 27 Landmark Certificates were issued

· 2,459 survey forms were reviewed and logged

· 25 site visits took place documenting 50+ sites

· Staff reviewed two Scenic Byway applications and the Ohio River Bridges survey report

· Staff applied for and received a Preserve America grant for further RHDI agricultural survey in Franklin and Taylor Counties

Highlights of the survey forms received this year include 200 forms documenting South Frankfort’s expanded residential district, 159 survey forms from the Bath County survey, more than 500 forms from the Ohio River Bridges mitigation survey project, and nearly 300 forms for Strathmore Village, a 20th Century suburban development outside Louisville.  Highlights of field trips include a visit to an early house in Madison County with students from Eastern Kentucky University, the Kalarama Saddlebred Farm in Springfield with students from Western Kentucky University, the Morris Fork Mission in Breathitt County with a consultant, the Hugh Hays House and farm in Lincoln County,  the Robert Black Cabin in Green County, an early stone house in Switzer, and a visit to Marrowbone in Cumberland County which included visits to a single-room African-American school house, a rural country store and several residential properties.
Surveys lay the foundation for National Register research, and Kentucky continues to rank fourth in the nation among states with historic sites listed in the National Register (following New York, Massachusetts and Ohio), with more than 3,200 districts, sites and structures encompassing 42,000+ historic features.  Buildings must be listed in the National Register or declared eligible for listing to qualify for state and federal tax credit incentives.

The Kentucky Historic Resources Inventory is the permanent written and photographic record of all known historic buildings, structures and sites in the state and includes individual listings of houses, barns, outbuildings, commercial buildings, and landscape features such as rock fences and bridges.  Since its inception, the Heritage Council has utilized field work to conduct an ongoing survey of historic sites in all 120 Kentucky counties, and today the database consists of more than 85,000 entries.  The data collected and recorded through the survey provides the foundation for many Heritage Council programs including the National Register and the Kentucky Main Street Program.  The survey also provides information used for the publication of local architectural and cultural histories, for comparison in evaluating National Register eligibility, and for the development of preservation plans.

Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission
During 2010, several members of the Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission completed oral history interviews for a project documenting Kentucky Native American heritage and the work of the commission.

The KNAHC was also once again a partner with Daniel Boone National Forest in hosting the Living Archaeology Weekend Sept. 24-25, with activities taking place outdoors behind the Gladie Cultural-Environmental Learning Center in the Red River Gorge.  Conducted annually since 1989, this event illustrates the cultural practices and skills of Native Americans and early pioneers in Kentucky.

This year, specialists demonstrated how to make stone tools, tan animal hides and throw spears with an atlatl.  Pottery, basketry and native cooking were also featured skills. 

Representatives from the Absentee Shawnee Tribe and the United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee were among the program participants.  The Absentee Shawnee exhibited current items that represent their culture and performed a traditional stomp dance.  The United Keetoowah Band demonstrated their traditional game of marbles, which is played with large handmade stones.
 
On Friday, September 24, program demonstrations were open to fifth-grade students only from school groups that have pre-registered to attend. During this time, the event serves as an outdoor classroom to help students better understand their textbook studies concerning Native Americans, pioneers and cultural heritage.  On Saturday, September 25, the event was open to the general public with free admission.

The Daniel Boone National Forest also presents this special event in cooperation with the Kentucky Organization of Professional Archaeologists and the Kentucky Archaeological Survey, a partnership of the Kentucky Heritage Council and University of Kentucky Department of Anthropology.  Other sponsors are the Red River Historical Society, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission, AMEC Earth and Environmental Services, Vincent Versluis-Great Rivers Archaeological Services, GAI Consultants of Homestead, Western Kentucky University, Weisenberger Mills, Frenchburg Job Corps, and the Society for the Preservation of Old Mills-Kentucky Chapter.  

Finally, the KNAHC and the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights are sponsoring workshops across the state to educate the public about the civil rights needs of Native Americans in Kentucky.  The workshops offer an introduction to the Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission and the history of Kentucky Native Americans.  Discussion includes the needs and issues of today's Kentucky Native American communities and the workshops also provide an opportunity to learn about Native American laws, the Native American Religious Freedom Act, and the enforcement and prosecution regarding grave desecration laws.
The free workshops were offered November 8 at the Kenton County Public Library, November 23 at the Lexington Public Library, November 30 at the Pennyrile Area Development District and December 1 at the Louisville Free Public Library.  Local co-sponsors include the Covington Human Rights Commission, Lexington-Fayette Urban County Human Rights Commission, Hopkinsville Human Relations Commission and Louisville Metro Human Relations Commission.
Kentucky African American Heritage Commission
The Kentucky African American Heritage Commission sponsored a “Mini-Conference” Friday, November 5 at the Kentucky Center for African American Heritage, located in Louisville, which explored creation of a statewide consortium of African American heritage centers and museums.  The commission is also working to create a list of museums, historic sites, etc. in the state where African American history is being taught or covered in exhibits.

In 2010 the KAAHC coordinated printing of a book on topics related to Abraham Lincoln (in lieu of a proposed symposia), titled Kentucky African American Lincoln Symposia.  The decision was made to spend remaining funds granted by the Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission on publishing a commemorative booklet on the two symposiums that took place in 2009 and the two that were proposed.  All panelists were asked to submit a paper for inclusion in the book, which is available online at the KAAHC web page on the Kentucky Heritage Council site, www.heritage.ky.gov.

Certified Local Government Program
Jointly administered by the National Park Service and state historic preservation offices including the Kentucky Heritage Council, Kentucky’s Certified Local Government (CLG) Program is a local, state and federal partnership that promotes historic preservation planning and protection of cultural resources at the local level.  Presently, 25 local governments in Kentucky have obtained CLG status.  One benefit of the program is the opportunity to apply annually for federal grant funds.

In 2010, nine Certified Local Governments were awarded CLG grants, including the city of Bardstown for historic property survey, preparation of a National Register nomination, and revision of the local preservation ordinance; the city of Hopkinsville for a public preservation workshop; and the city of Bowling Green for a comprehensive survey of historic properties within three locally-designated historic districts.
Federal Survey and Planning Grants
In 2010, the Kentucky Heritage Council posted an open letter inviting applications for 2010-2011 Federal Survey and Planning Grants, through which $90,000 in federal monies from the National Historic Preservation Fund was made available as subgrants to local governments, universities and non-profit organizations.
 
These grants were offered for priority activities defined in the 2010-2011 Federal Survey and Planning Grants Annual Priorities, determined in conjunction with goals outlined in the 2010-2014 Kentucky State Historic Preservation Plan.  These include, among others:

· Survey and preparation of nominations to the National Register of Historic Places. 

· Projects that further preservation and educational goals of the Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission or Kentucky African American Heritage Commission.
· Projects in Kentucky Main Street communities for downtown historic preservation or to expand local historic districts.
· Projects to assist Certified Local Governments with survey, National Register and other local preservation initiatives.
The application deadline was Wednesday, September 22.  Applications were reviewed utilizing priorities established by the National Park Service (NPS) and the Kentucky Heritage Council.  Thirty-one pplications were received with requests totaling $252,000. After careful consideration of all grant applications, the Council selected 13 projects to each receive a portion of $90,000 available for grants.
These included proposals to survey 175 properties in the South Frankfort Historic District, an application by the Community Foundation of Western Kentucky to survey historic properties in the Wallace Park neighborhood of Paducah, a grant to the Falls of the Ohio Archaeological Society for a survey and planning project in Jeffersontown, a grant to the James Harrod Trust to survey two areas of Harrodsburg, and a grant to the University of Kentucky Research Foundation for Anthropology Museum to survey and assess archaeological resources on Flint Island in Meade County, threatened by River Bank erosion and illegal digging.

 

2009-2014 Kentucky State Historic Preservation Plan

The revised final copy of the 2010-2014 Kentucky State Historic Preservation Plan was officially approved by the National Park Service on March 8, after which it was posted on the Heritage Council website and hard copies distributed.  Submittal of the plan is a requirement of the National Park Service and the 1966 National Historic Preservation Act.  The plan must be updated every five years per agreement between the Heritage Council and NPS.

As in years past, the new plan serves as a statement of public policy to guide statewide preservation initiatives including the work of the Heritage Council, addressing critical issues affecting historic and cultural resources and recommending solutions to minimize threats to resources and barriers to preservation planning.

