515 West 12" Street

We had but a short time to perform the last rites of architectural documentation for 515 West 12" Street. This
remarkable house was long abandoned, but was not vacant, the signs of squatters were clear. It was a one and
a half-story Northern Kentucky Townhouse form, brick, with a side gable and a door/window front facade
arrangement, which may originally have been window/window(Figure 1). As originally configured, it had three
main rooms, the front two separated from the back kitchen by the side entry and stair. The stair location had
been moved in the early 20" century to the front room (Figure 1, Figure 10). The building had an addition at the
back, largely collapsed at the time of documentation, but which included a large walk-in freezer, evidently some
sort of food processing activity was housed there (Figure 8, left).

A building is shown at this location on the 1877 map (Figure 3). On the 1894 Sanborn map, the building on the
property is indicated as masonry, a single story, and has a narrower brick ell at the back with a frame porch, and
a privy at the back of the lot (Figure 4). In 1909, the house has the same footprint, but the outbuildings at the
back of the lot have been considerably developed (Figure 5).

In spite of its modest size, the house was very stylish, generous with architectural detailing, such as the
bracketed front cornice, the 6/6 windows surmounted by stone lintels (Figure 3), and the robust window and
door architraves on the interior (Figure 9). Upstairs there was a single finished room under the center of the side
gable, and two small unfinished garnets under the eaves (Figure 11)

Figure 1: 515 West 12" Street. Left: floor plan, drawing by Danielle Jamieson and Bill Macintire. The space at the back had limited access
due to partial collapse, but it included a walk-in freezer at “A.” The original stair location was through the side door at “B.” Right: front of
house from north.



Figure 2: Left: 515 West 12" street from North; right: the East side of the house from South.
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Figure 3: Detail of the property (at # 136) from the 1877 Hopkins’ City Atlas of Covington, Kentucky.
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Figure 5: 515 West 12" Street as depicted on the 1909 Sanborn map.



Figure 6: the 500 block of West 12" Street; 515 is second from right.

Figure 7: 515 West 12" Street, detail of cornice and box gutter at the back of the house.
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Figure 8: Left: entry from the side yard to the back addition to the house; right: side entry to the house, later boarded over when the stair
was moved.

Figure 9: 515 West 12" Street, left: front room looking Southeast toward side door and opening to second room; right: front room, detail
of window.



Figure 11: 515 West 12" Street, interior of front garret space looking Northwest.



