30th Annual Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Awards commentaries

Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award, presented to the individual who has demonstrated outstanding dedication to the cause of historic preservation in the Commonwealth: 

· David H. Hall, Bardstown 

Preservation Project Awards

Recognizing outstanding examples of restoration or rehabilitation of historic buildings, or other types of projects that have had a positive impact on Kentucky’s built environment: 

· Old State National Bank, Frankfort
· Let’s Paint the Town, Princeton

· First Baptist Church, Covington

· United States Marine Hospital, Portland

Service to Preservation Awards

Honoring those who have furthered historic preservation activities or have had a positive impact in their communities, including individuals, organizations, public officials, financial institutions, news media, and/or volunteers:

· United States Representative Ben Chandler

· Division of Historic Preservation, Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government

· Appalshop, Whitesburg

2008 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Awards

Memorial Award

David H. Hall

Historic Bardstown, Kentucky would look very different today if not for the life’s work of David Hall.  A lifelong resident of Nelson County, David retired March 31 as preservation administrator for the city of Bardstown and Nelson County, a position he held for more than 20 years.  

In commemorating his retirement, an editorial in the Bardstown Kentucky Standard praised David for his accomplishments, noting that “Property owners who failed to see Hall as a resource rather than an obstructionist ended up the poorer in passing up tax breaks and free sound advice.  …While unwavering in his defense of following ordinances, codes and guidelines, Hall has also gained a reputation for pursuing his work as a gentleman – a quality that more public servants might emulate.”

Throughout his years, David has become a well-known authority on historic preservation and a resource for preservationists all around the state.  Those who know him know him to be generous with his time, generous with his advice, and determined to be an unwavering advocate for historic preservation in his community.

Among his many accomplishments David has consulted on the recent rehabilitation of Federal Hill for the Kentucky Department of Parks, and says that one project he is most proud to have assisted with is Nelson County’s acquisition of historic Wickland, home of three Kentucky governors.

David’s parents first introduced him to history, and early in his professional career an unexpected job phase-out by the federal government allowed him to devote himself to working full-time as a private consultant in the preservation, renovation and restoration of buildings.  Subsequently, the Kentucky Heritage Council and the city of Bardstown determined that Mr. Hall's experience qualified him for the position of Certified Local Government program director.  This appointment allowed him to help Bardstown strengthen its local historic preservation ordinance, dating to the 1960s and one of the oldest in the state.

David was feted during a dinner in his honor earlier this Spring where friends such as Linda Bruckheimer, Martha Layne Collins, Bardstown Mayor Dick Heaton and many other community leaders praised his contributions to Bardstown and Nelson County and also had a little fun at his expense.  Fortunately, those who know him don’t really believe that David is “retiring.”  He says he will continue to do research, survey historic sites, work on National Register projects and consult with others who seek to learn from his experience and expertise.

David was previously honored with a 2003 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award.  Today, in recognition of his lifelong dedication to and effectiveness in preserving Kentucky’s historic buildings and cultural landscapes, the 2008 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award for Excellence in the Preservation of Cultural Resources in Kentucky is presented to David H. Hall.
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Preservation Project Award

Old State National Bank, Frankfort

Anchoring a prominent corner in the downtown Frankfort National Register district, the Old State National Bank building is a unique Beaux Arts structure that has recently undergone a complete restoration both inside and out.  This project would not have been possible without the financial commitment of its owner, Dr. John Paul Broderson, and his vision to uphold the highest principles of preservation throughout the restoration process.

Located at the 200 block of West Main Street, the bank building was constructed in 1910 and includes many architectural elements typical of those found in urban banks in the early 1900s.  Notable exterior features include a prominent terra cotta balustrade, wide decorative dentil molding, Georgian windows and columns flanking the entrance.  

Inside, the bank has 4,300 square feet including an upper floor office and conference room, a lobby with a vault and a lower floor with a smaller vault and administrative offices.  One of the most unique surviving aspects is three large murals dating from 1937.

The bank served the community for more than 70 years and was underutilized or sat vacant for many years until its sale in 2006, when restoration began.  Dr. Broderson enlisted a team of noted professionals to clean and restore the building.  Exterior work included innovative and extensive repair of the balustrades, while interior projects included repair of ornamental plaster and relocation of HVAC equipment off of the upper balcony, opening it back up to the lobby.

Completed in 2007, restoration of the Old State National Bank has been hailed as an outstanding model of private investment in a historic downtown building.  “The investment in such a project has not only preserved a key structure in our downtown but also serves as an inspiration…  with the results making a huge positive visual impact,” wrote Downtown Frankfort Board President Robby Carter in a letter of support.

In recognition, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award for rehabilitation of the Old State National Bank is presented to Dr. John Paul Broderson.
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Preservation Project Award

Let’s Paint the Town, Princeton

This next Preservation Project Award recipient literally changed the face of their community.

Working through the Kentucky Main Street Program, the goal of Princeton Main Street/Renaissance is to develop and enhance its historic downtown, promote an appreciation for preservation and stimulate economic development.  In March 2006, the program took a huge leap forward in this vision by launching Let’s Paint the Town, a collaborative effort involving the entire community of 6,250 working toward a common goal of creating a new look for their downtown historic district.

Years of alterations to building facades had diminished the appearance of the once-thriving downtown.  Aluminum siding, boarded second-story windows and peeling paint were hiding architectural treasures beneath.  According to Let’s Paint the Town creator Sam Koltinsky, a documentary producer and Princeton Main Street manager, previous façade grants had helped with recovering some buildings, but according to Sam, “we were working against time and wanted to move forward quickly.”

The campaign began with a town hall meeting where organizers wore campaign T-shirts and held an auction to raise both funds and awareness of the project.  Community involvement was encouraged through donations of money or labor.  Talking with downtown merchants was the first step in setting parameters for work to be done, choosing historic colors and creating trust for the design committee to perform the work.

To date, volunteers from all walks of life have logged more than 3,000 hours working on 38 downtown businesses.  Individuals have written checks ranging from $50 to $2,000 dollars, used to purchase materials and paint brushes.  More than $45,000 has been raised in public and private donations from more than 70 sponsors.  Students have been engaged as workers, and more local history has been incorporated into the school system’s K-12 curriculum.

The Southern and Eastern Tourism Development Association has awarded grants to initiate Let’s Paint the Town programs in that region, and last year the initiative was recognized with an Enterprise City Award from the Kentucky League of Cities.  Today Let’s Paint the Town has expanded to other Kentucky Main Street communities with further plans to expand it statewide and nationally.  To recognize this success, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award is presented to Princeton Main Street / Renaissance and manager Sam Koltinsky.
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Preservation Project Award

First Baptist Church, Covington

Stepping through the doors of First Baptist Church in Covington is like stepping back into time.  This is a source of great pride for the congregation, whose efforts to maintain and preserve the building much as it was constructed pays tribute to the long history of the church and the people who worshipped there before them.

First Baptist Church is the oldest African-American church community in Northern Kentucky, established in August 1864 with 22 charter members and pastor Reverend George Dupree, a freed slave.  The church met at a number of locations in its early years, continuing to grow and evolve until a new building was constructed and dedicated at 120 East 9th Street on Easter Sunday 1917.

By the time the church’s centennial was celebrated in 1964, little of the church’s appearance had changed.  To this day, the church closely maintains the sanctuary in almost its original appearance.  Beautiful architectural details have been carefully maintained and the sanctuary still has its original light fixtures.

First Baptist Church was nominated for a Preservation Project Award specifically for three projects undertaken by the congregation in 2007.  First, the large main entry doors were refinished.  A second undertaking was restoration of three large stained glass windows, originally donated by individuals and church groups for $25 per small window and $100 per large window.  Descendants of these original donors are still members of the congregation.  For a third project, professional brick masons were hired to tuck point the exterior brick and repair the chimney, a task accomplished with no deviation in brick and mortar color or design.

Just last May, the church received a 2007 River Cities Preservation Award for stewardship, sponsored by the communities of Covington, Newport and Bellevue.  For these reasons, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award is presented to the congregation and board of trustees of First Baptist Church of Covington.  Accepting the award are members of this congregation, including Ms. Patricia Talley, chair of the board of trustees.
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Preservation Project Award

United States Marine Hospital, Portland

Travelers driving east on I-64 toward Louisville can’t help but notice an impressive three-story Greek Revival building on Northwestern Parkway.  Just a few years ago the building was sorely neglected and sat vacant along the Ohio River.  Today, through an extensive community and statewide partnership, the exterior of the structure has been restored and the building is at the heart of Portland’s community-wide revitalization.

The U.S. Marine Hospital is the last remaining inland marine hospital in the country, one of seven built by the federal government in the mid-1800s to provide health care for the nation’s seamen traveling what were then the main routes of commerce.  The building was constructed between 1845 and 1852 based on plans by Robert Mills, America’s first native-born trained architect who was a protégé of both Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Henry Latrobe.  Like its counterparts, the hospital features a grand staircase and open inset galleries on each floor.

During the Civil War, wounded soldiers replaced seafaring patients.  It continued operating as a Marine Hospital until 1933, when the building was converted to staff housing for a new Public Health Service hospital.  In 1950, the hospital was sold to the city and used for offices.

The Marine Hospital was named a National Historic Landmark in 1997.  In 2003, due to its severe state of deterioration, the structure was named to the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s 11 Most Endangered Places list, and the same year was awarded a Save America’s Treasures grant by the National Park Service.

Under the leadership of the Board of Health, a special committee was formed in 1998 to develop a restoration plan, including Portland citizens and business people, historic preservation and architectural experts, and representatives of state, county and city governments.  To assist, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provided $1.5 million in historic preservation mitigation funds through an agreement with the Kentucky Heritage Council and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.

Completed in 2007, exterior restoration included a new roof, extensive brick repairs, repainting and hanging of historically accurate shutters, and reconstruction of the observation cupola, absent since the 1950s.  Next, a major capital and endowment campaign is planned to complete the interior.  When finished, the Marine Hospital will serve as the home of the Center for Community Health Education and Outreach and house a Heritage Center. 

For these reasons, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award is presented to the United States Marine Hospital Foundation represented today by Rick Bell, executive director.
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Service to Preservation Award

U.S. Representative Ben Chandler

Our first Service to Preservation Award winner and his family have a long history in Kentucky, and a long history as preservation advocates.

Congressman Ben Chandler is a member of the House Committee on Appropriations and the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, which develops funding recommendations for all federal historic preservation programs.  He is the first member from central Kentucky to hold a seat on this committee since 1891.  Since his election in February 2004 to represent Kentucky's 6th District, he has taken the lead on many issues of importance to Kentuckians.

In May 2007, Congressman Chandler offered an amendment in the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee that raised federal funding for state historic preservation offices such as the Kentucky Heritage Council.  This funding had been steadily cut and flatlined each year since 2000.  The committee accepted his amendment and this resulted in an increase of $5 million in funding for the fiscal year to be distributed among the states.

 

Congressman Chandler has also helped to fund preservation projects in his district through the Save America's Treasure's program.  He is a member of the House Historic Preservation Caucus, which was created to promote preservation issues to House members.  The caucus is being honored for its work at next month's Restore America Gala sponsored by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and HGTV.

In an interview posted on the Preservation Action Web site from last summer, the Congressman notes that he, his wife and three children live on a farm in Versailles that his family settled in 1784.  “We’ve been on the same piece of ground since then,” he said.  “As you can imagine, it gives me a particular sense of place.  We moved onto the farm eight years before Kentucky became a state.”

He goes on to say, “Kentucky has wonderful historic treasures scattered throughout the state.  The landscape itself is a historic treasure...   People like to live in places that have good preservation programs.  …That effort says a lot about us – that we honor special things our predecessors did.”
Kentucky is indeed fortunate to have Congressman Chandler as an advocate in Washington.  In recognition of his dedication to preservation at the federal level on behalf of historic places in Kentucky, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award is presented to U.S. Representative Ben Chandler.
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Service to Preservation Award

Division of Historic Preservation, Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government

As is fitting for one of Kentucky’s most historic communities, Lexington has what may be the oldest designated local historic district in the state and certainly one of the earliest in the nation.  Just last week this neighborhood, Gratz Park, celebrated its 50th anniversary, one of several Preservation Week events coordinated by the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government Division of Historic Preservation, an annual celebration that has become a source of great pride for the division staff and its partner agencies.

Since 1958, two local landmarks and 14 local historic districts with more than 1,900 buildings have been so designated and are under the jurisdiction of the Board of Architectural Review, or B.O.A.R.  In addition, Lexington features 21 National Register Historic Districts and three National Historic Landmarks.  Overseeing it all is the Division of Historic Preservation and its staff, which is dedicated to the conservation of historic structures, districts and resources throughout Lexington and Fayette County.

Among their many duties, historic preservation division staff provide technical assistance to owners of historic properties, assist with design review and other preservation concerns, review applications for Certificates of Appropriateness and formulate materials for the B.O.A.R.  Staff also survey historic resources within urban and rural areas, research Fayette County historic sites, prepare National Register nominations and local historic district studies, and review rehabilitation projects of National Register properties that utilize federal funds.

Staff work with other divisions of the LFUCG such as Building Inspection, Code Enforcement, Engineering and Fire, as well as administer day-to-day activities of the division, the five-member B.O.A.R. design review board and 15-member volunteer Historic Preservation Commission.

At the helm of the office since 1991, Preservation Officer Bettie Kerr says that for the last two decades, the division’s leadership in organizing annual Preservation Week activities has been rewarding, as these create great value both in reaching out to the public and working together with other community organizations.

So it is also fitting that today, this Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award recognizes more than 50 years of dedication by Lexington local government to preserving the historic fabric of the community, embodied through the work of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government Division of Historic Preservation.  Accepting the award is Bettie Kerr.
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Service to Preservation Award

Appalshop, Whitesburg
Appalshop is a non-profit multi-disciplinary arts and education center located in Whitesburg, in the heart of Appalachia. The organization produces original films, video, theater, music and spoken-word recordings, radio broadcasts, photography, multimedia and books.  At the heart of this mission, Appalshop seeks to document, disseminate and revitalize the lasting traditions and contemporary creativity of Appalachia, telling stories with local voices that challenge stereotypes.  Each year, Appalshop productions and services reach several million people nationally and internationally.

In keeping with these goals, it was a natural fit when Appalshop took a strong interest in the preservation of its own heritage.  In the summer of 2006, the group decided to expand, purchasing a nearby historic building that once housed Boone Motor Company.  Given the opportunity to renovate this local landmark, the group decided to follow preservation standards and enlisted the help of the Kentucky Heritage Council.

This collaboration led to an on-site workshop for Appalshop members and friends, who spent three days learning how to properly restore steel windows then continued work on them until the project was completed.  Naturally, Appalshop filmed extensively during the workshop, and the result is a comprehensive video, Saving Windows – Saving Money, available for purchase through Appalshop and the Heritage Council, extending this educational experience.

Impressed with the results, the Heritage Council further enlisted the organization’s skills in filming, editing and producing a video during the summer of 2007.  This project documented the Pine Mountain School for Practical Historic Preservation, a partnership between Pine Mountain Settlement School and the Kentucky Heritage Council, which presented the workshop Care and Repair of Round Log Buildings at Putney Ranger Station in Harlan County.  Subsequently, Appalshop produced a finely polished video that is used by the Heritage Council to provide insight into the type of extensive “hands on” workshops available in Kentucky.

For these reasons the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award is presented to Appalshop.  Accepting the award is Art Menius, Director of Appalshop.
