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Grassroots Preservation Award

Shirl Marks, for her work with Stonetown Haven, Stamping Ground

This designation of “grassroots” certainly describes Shirl Marks of Stamping Ground, who has spent years researching and preserving African American history in central Kentucky, mainly in Scott, Fayette, Franklin and Owen counties.

Stonetown Haven is the name of the historic home that dates to the early 1800s, which she has been restoring to serve as the base for her work and as an educational tool to teach the public about the African American history of the region. Her interest in the site came after a Scott County historian wrote about a woman who owned the home in the 1800s, how several black families occupied it in later years, and how hundreds of African Americans had moved to Stamping Ground after the Civil War.

Her family purchased the home and extensive preservation and renovation of the structure have been going on there for the last 10 years. Ms. Marks has furnished it with items from the 1800s including a stove, church pew, and articles and records about former African American residents.

An example of the kind of research Ms. Marks has conducted happened in 2009, when the executive director of the Nicodemus, Kansas Historical Society spoke at the Georgetown/Scott County Museum, about the migration of African Americans west following the Civil War. As often happens, much of the African American history Ms. Marks learned at that time came from descendants who related entries from their family Bibles about the migration that showed their relatives had been born in Stamping Ground.

Ms. Marks has spoken to many community groups about her work and in an effort to build on her knowledge of Stamping Ground. She has conducted oral histories and worked with the local historical and genealogical societies to document her findings. 

In recognition of this personal commitment and for her public outreach and education about the need to preserve this heritage, this Grassroots Preservation Award is presented to Shirl Marks

2016 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Awards

Grassroots Preservation Award

Scott Madon, Mayor of Pineville

In January 2013, Scott Madon became the chairman of Main Street Pineville, and it did not take long for him to realize the true value of the program and what an asset Pineville really had in its historic downtown buildings. Yet, he felt his community could do better in capitalizing on the opportunities the Main Street approach could provide through its focus on existing assets as the key to community revitalization.

So instead of working from the outside in, he decided to run for mayor. He spent 2014 campaigning, promising citizens of Pineville that he would lead an aggressive movement to revitalize and clean up downtown. And he was elected, taking office in 2015 and starting a close partnership with the local manager, Jacob Roan, and staff of the Kentucky Main Street Program, a flagship program of the Kentucky Heritage Council.

In January 2015, Main Street Pineville held its first Gala at Pine Mountain State Resort Park. Mayor Madon used the sold-out event to discuss the importance of Main Street and the role he expected the program to play. He told the crowd, “I am going to make some people mad, but I am not going to sit and look at vacant storefronts and dilapidated buildings in our downtown area.”

Since then he taken a strong stance on code enforcement and been quick to refer property owners to the resources available through KHC. He introduced an incentive package for the city that includes a tax moratorium on historic properties in the Main Street district, a business incentive now being used as the framework by other communities to begin their own. And speaking of grassroots, he has volunteered to cook and clean for events in addition to making personal financial contributions to the program.

Today, entrepreneurs and others are now choosing Pineville to start new businesses, and his efforts are leading to a new enthusiasm and economic upturn for the community. In recognition, this Grassroots Preservation Award is presented to Pineville Mayor Scott Madon
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Preservation Project Award

Ouerbacker Mansion, Louisville, Oracle Design

The Samuel Ouerbacker House is located on West Jefferson Street in the Russell Neighborhood of Louisville. Dating to the 1890s, the home’s majestic look was designed by noted local architects Arthur Loomis and Charles Clarke, the firm that also designed the Conrad-Caldwell House in Old Louisville. Similarly, the Ouerbacker mansion has long been a local landmark and described as a “masterful example of a Richardsonian Romanesque-style residential architecture.”  

In 2005 and again in 2013, the house had been included on Preservation Louisville’s annual “Top 10 Most Endangered Historic Places” list, having been derelict for decades and at one point slated for demolition.

Yet despite many years of neglect, preservationists rallied, and in 2009 architect Scott Kremer stepped in to purchase the building and stabilize it until an adaptive reuse could be found. At that time the building had significant roof damage, and many interior finishes had been significantly damaged or lost.  Additionally, scavengers had removed most fireplace mantels, art glass, and banister woodwork.

Due to its prominent location and high style architecture, the preservation of this building became a top priority of Oracle Design, who combined low income tax credits with historic rehabilitation tax credits in order to put together sufficient funding to allow this project to move forward. The group spent more than $1.6 million to convert the home for use as apartments.

To complicate the rehabilitation, two separate building collapses occurred after the project got underway, and massive amounts of temporary bracing had to be placed through the center of the structure. Former Kentucky Heritage Council Site Development Manager Scot Walters (an honoree today) once commented that in two decades of work, he had never seen a building with such a severe level of damage brought back from the brink.

Yet today the building has been beautifully and thoughtfully restored per the Secretary of the Interior Standards. In recognition, this Preservation Project Award is presented to Oracle Design for the Ouerbacker Mansion
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Preservation Project Award

The 1857 Boutique Hotel, Paducah, Paul Gourieux and Jorge Martinez

In 2012, Paul Gourieux and Jorge Martinez purchased two historic and long-vacant buildings with a goal of turning them into a boutique hotel and event space for downtown Paducah. The buildings had been vacant for nearly 30 years and one was slated for demolition by the previous owner, who said the cost for repair far exceeded its value.

But to Mr. Gourieux and Mr. Martinez, value in their eyes did not come in the form of dollars but in the satisfaction and pride they took in bringing back a piece of Paducah’s heritage. 

The buildings that went into development of this hotel were late 19th century commercial buildings located next to iconic Market House Square. State and federal historic rehabilitation tax credits were utilized as part of this project and they strived to maintain the historic character and feel of the structures. And they put their money where their heart was, investing nearly $1 million in the project including acquisition of the properties.
After four years of hard work and many challenges, The 1857 Boutique Hotel opened its doors to the public a few weeks ago on April 9th.  The hotel has 10 rooms and a large event space in the rear industrial area that features a bar and stage. Because Paducah is a creative artistic hub, Mr. Gourieux and Mr. Martinez partnered with local artists and art groups to help with the interior design of the hotel, displaying their art throughout.

According to the nomination, the hotel is providing 12 new jobs and serving as a model project for redevelopment in downtown Paducah. The hotel is seen as a remarkable example to others considering a historic project downtown, demonstrating how vision, communication and cooperation can achieve a beautiful but profitable business.

In recognition of their vision to see this potential in historic resources that others did not, this Preservation Project Award is presented to Paul Gourieux and Jorge Martinez for The 1857 Boutique Hotel
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Preservation Project Award

Potter’s Castle, Bowling Green, Steve and Patsy Morgenthaler

The classic Queen Anne Victorian known locally in Bowling Green as “Potter’s Castle” was built as a residence in the 1870s by James Erasmus Potter, son of a local banker. The home is located in the College Hill National Register Historic District and sits on College Street and the gateway to Western Kentucky University.

Several years ago, this 7,000-square-foot.home had been on the market for two years without a buyer. In desperation, the previous owner told the local newspaper that if a new buyer didn’t come forward, he would have to sell the building piece-meal. Among its unusual features were a turret, bay windows, gingerbread trim and ornate woodwork, and stained glass windows. It was covered in intricate, ornate details inside and out, and the house had been divided into a dozen rental units.

Both the Landmark Association of Bowling Green and Warren County and the Kentucky Trust for Historic Preservation worked hard to market the building, recognizing the importance of preserving this home. Fortunately, in 2011, Steve and Patsy Morgenthaler took on the challenge and stepped forward to purchase the building and convert it into a bed and breakfast.

Having recently retired, Steve became a full time contractor and restorer, working with a team of craftspeople to strip endless amounts of woodwork and repair damaged and missing features. The most unique missing feature of the house was a massive ornate newel post that had been removed when the house once served as a fraternity. In order to replace it, the remaining newel post had to be carefully removed and stripped of paint, then a resin cast was made to create a replica, which was seamlessly reinstalled.  

Steve and Patsy have dedicated six years to restoring this amazing building both beautifully and thoughtfully per the Secretary of the Interior Standards. In recognition of their painstaking and detailed rehabilitation of one of Bowling Green’s most iconic historic residences, this Preservation Project award is presented to Steve and Patsy Morgenthaler for Potter’s Castle
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Service to Preservation Award

Jack Jouett Archaeology Project, Versailles

Now in its 3rd season, the Jack Jouett Archaeology Project has recruited more than 100 active volunteers, welcoming anyone interested to take part in the archaeological study of Kentucky’s early distillery industry.

This innovative community archaeology project has worked to reveal the story of a distillery and grist mill operated on Craig’s Creek in Woodford County by Jack Jouett, who was a hero of the American Revolution and known as the “Paul Revere of the South.” 
Members of project teams participate in every stage of archaeological investigation, including excavation, archival research and artifact analysis, and team members have an active role in reconstructing forgotten stories. During warm months, team members take part in archaeological digs. Artifact analysis and research continue during the rest of the year.
The program was the brainchild of archaeologist Nicolas Laracuente, who worked in his personal time to develop the concept in partnership Janice Clark, site director of the Jack Jouett House Historic Site. The project received support from and was sponsored by Woodford County Fiscal Court and the Woodford County Heritage Committee, with additional support from the Kentucky Distillers’ Association and Kentucky Heritage Council.

A few of the more than 600 artifacts recovered during the 2015 season included “a fragment of a delicate glass goblet.  A terrapin shell, showing clear evidence of scraping to remove the animal’s meat.  A jaw harp.  Buttons made from glass, wood, metal, and bone… And an assortment of burned items, including bones, ceramic pieces, and glass fragments.” 

Most recently, because of the program’s success, the Jack Jouett Archaeology Project was honored when First Lady Michelle Obama designated it as one of the nation’s newest Preserve America Stewards, the first such designation made in Kentucky.

In recognition of designing a unique public archaeology project that continues to build momentum, and for educating a wider public audience about the importance of archaeology and how artifacts expand our understanding of historic places, this Service to Preservation award is presented to The Jack Jouett Archaeology Project
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Service to Preservation Award

Gudrun Allen and Jennifer Tijou for Pleasanton Goods, Paris

Pleasanton Goods has been described as a wonderful example of how a small business can do enormous good in a community. Of course, this is attributed to the dedication of the owners, Gudrun Allen and Jennifer Tijou, who purchased a long-vacant historic gem and rehabilitated it as the new location for their already successful business.

With a generally accepted completion date of 1815, possibly even earlier, the Alexander House is thought to be the oldest standing residence in Paris. This Federal-style, brick home was built by William Alexander, an early hemp plantation owner in Bourbon County. It remained in the possession of the original family until 1998, when a neighboring church purchased the property with the intention of tearing it down for parking. 

Fortunately, enough resistance within the church and within the community prevented such a tragedy. The building was subsequently purchased by the Future Fund of Endowment with the intention of a full restoration. Yet funding never materialized, and the house sat vacant for another nine years until Ms. Allen and Ms. Tijou inquired about its status.

After a lengthy negotiation, the ladies purchased Alexander House in January 2015 and opened their doors to the public the following July. The ideas and techniques employed by Ms. Allen and Ms. Tijou during the renovation originated from their commitment to preserving the historic integrity of the home but doing so in an environmentally, socially and economically responsible fashion. 

All original details were preserved and refurbished, including the original front door, three mantels and a chimney press closet. The original footprint of the interior was re-established, all while providing room for retail space, dining areas, a commercial kitchen and a handicap accessible restroom and entrance. All materials possible were reused or recycled.

Their work demonstrates how rehabilitation, even to a building that had suffered decades of neglect, can be completed for a reasonable amount of investment. Because of their resourcefulness, this Service to Preservation Award is presented to Gudrun Allen and Jennifer Tijou
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Service to Preservation Award

Scot Walters, Frankfort, retired Kentucky Heritage Council Site Development Program manager

According to one supporter, writing to recommend his nomination for this award, “Scot Walters has perhaps had one of the most direct influences for preservation in the history of the field in Kentucky.” That is high praise.

For 20 years, Scot guided programs and projects, and provided advice and expertise in his various roles with the Kentucky Heritage Council. He joined the agency in 1996 as restoration project manager after receiving a BA of Architecture from the University of Kentucky.

At KHC, Scot helped property owners maneuver the requirements of the federal rehabilitation tax credit. In 1998 he became historic preservation coordinator, working not only with property owners but communities to preserve their historic buildings. In 2005, Scot was at the forefront helping establish the new Kentucky Historic Preservation Tax Credit program.
In 2009, Scot was named Site Development Program manager, now supervising the administration of tax credits, working with and helping ensure continued success of the Kentucky Main Street Program through site visits and technical assistance, and overseeing preservation easements and preservation skills training programs.

Most recently he was responsible for administering educational conferences from Paducah to Pikeville, as well as trainings and workshops, to promote the benefits of historic preservation.

He also helped guide these awards in recent years, giving his expertise to champion preservation projects that met his own high, personal expectations for excellence, a trait for which he was well known. He retired from KHC in January but his influence remains strong as staff will attest.

Personally, Scott has also contributed to preservation in his home community of Frankfort along with his wife, Marnie, who purchased and rehabilitated the historic Mucci Building on Main Street.
In recognition of a career in public service, and for his personal and professional commitment to educate individuals, elected officials, decision-makers and the public about the importance of preserving historic buildings and good community design, this Service to Preservation Award is presented to Scot Walters
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Service to Preservation Award

Bernie and Susan Hunstad, Danville, Third Street Methodist Church

In 2014, Bernie and Susan Hunstad took a giant leap of faith with their purchase and restoration of Danville’s old Centenary Methodist Church. But the project was much larger than just restoring and reusing a historic building. This magnificent Romanesque structure on a prominent corner at Third and Walnut streets is where Methodism got its start both in Danville and Kentucky.

In the 1780s and at a time pre-dating statehood, the site was where Kentucky’s first Methodist society worshipped in a log cabin, becoming the first Methodist church West of the Allegheny Mountains. The current church building dates to 1891 and features rough-cut stone, a square tower and turrets, and nearly 21,000 square feet of space.

The most recent structure is the third church that has been located at this site, and it remained in service until 2002 when the congregation relocated to a new home and the building was put up for sale.

Once characterized as “the most prominent historic site available for purchase and redevelopment in downtown Danville,” the former church remained empty for several years and endured two floods, which did extensive damage to the lower level. It continued to deteriorate with a leaking roof, and preservation groups listed it on their “most endangered” lists.

Then along came the Hunstads, who had the vision to see what the building could become. After some initial investment, today the anchor tenant is a new congregation, Third Street Methodist Church. The educational wing is being rented to businesses. Programs are taking place by community groups in the beautiful spaces of the sanctuary and parlor. The lower level is used for community dinners, meetings and conferences. A local resident even wrote a play specifically for the sanctuary space, and hundreds attended.

In recognition of their willingness to take a chance on an abandoned historic building that had many challenges and putting the building back into use, in the process preserving a beloved local structure, this Service to Preservation Award is presented to Bernie and Susan Hunstad

2016 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award

Steve Wilson and Laura Lee Brown

If you have been on social media, watched TV, read a newspaper or opened a travel magazine in the last few years, there is no doubt that this year’s Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award recipients are familiar to you. 

Both native Kentuckians, Steve Wilson and Laura Lee Brown are the creative forces behind 21c Museum Hotels, a whole new concept in hospitality that made waves in an already crowded market. The couple conceived 21c in part as a community restoration project aimed at revitalizing Louisville’s cultural center, with a goal of engaging the public with art in a new way. And did they ever.

Theirs is a partnership that has truly made an impact. And who better to tell this story than their friends and supporters who nominated them for the Memorial Award?

 “Laura Lee and Steve’s is a love story about their enduring appreciation of historic buildings, and their passion for the Commonwealth of Kentucky,” writes one.

“Over two decades they have reclaimed the historic houses and land on their Woodland Farm in Oldham County, restoring them to exacting preservation standards and making the farm a model for land conservation and sustainable practices.

“Their love for preservation of historic buildings can been seen by the public in their many historic properties that house their 21c hotels, including old banks, factories and office buildings in Louisville, Cincinnati, Bentonville, Durham and most recently, Lexington, with more to be completed in Nashville and Oklahoma City.

“Profoundly touched by the potential devastation of the cast iron facades on Whiskey Row, they rose to the occasion and also stepped forward to save this important part of Louisville’s architectural history, staying true to the project – which has presented formidable and extremely expensive obstacles, including a fire.

“The significance of these projects, the extent and length of their commitment, and their overall understanding and superlative leadership of historic preservation efforts and programs make them worthy recipients.”

Another supporter writes, “Through the 21c Hotel projects in Louisville, Lexington and elsewhere, Steve and Laura Lee have revitalized and repurposed important properties and turned them into showcases of historic preservation. And their success has spawned additional investment and rehabilitation by others, serving as a catalyst for downtown redevelopment. 

“The hotel/museum concept has created an international model of how the repurposing of historic structures can be a catalyst for cutting-edge architectural design, combining all the best of what has gone before with a showcase for the art and design of the future. This has been more than a business development for Steve and Laura Lee. The 21c projects… are a passion for the couple and have meant an enormous commitment of time and personal resources to assure their success.”

“The couple have also done a remarkable restoration of their home and farm in Oldham County, returning a landmark property to a functioning and dynamic home and business. Their commitment to historic preservation will be a standard for historic preservation far into the future.”

Finally, another fan writes, “this great duo work diligently together to commit time, understanding what it takes, and funding, to preserve great structures.”

For these accomplishments and so many more toward improving the economic, artistic, cultural and historic assets and heritage of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the 2016 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award is presented to Mr. Steve Wilson and Ms. Laura Lee Brown
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