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521 W 12th Street 

521 West 12th Street was a handsome masonry Italianate/Second Empire style Northern Kentucky 
Townhouse, side gabled, with a bracketed cornice and hooded 6/6 sash windows. The house does not 
appear on the 1877 Hopkins Atlas, it first shows up on the 1886 Sanborn map (Figure 2).  By 1909, its 
neighbor at present-day # 523 had been constructed (Figure 3). The front had a window/door two bay 
arrangement. The masonry work on the house was of particularly high quality (see especially Figure 6, 
Figure 8, and Figure 9) In plan, the house was a long rectangle, with two front rooms separated from the 
back room by the lateral stair entry, and a small frame room added at the back (Figure 7). Although the 
exterior retained a high degree of integrity, the interior had been divided up into apartments and heavily 
modified, although the staircase retained its original detailing (Figure 10and Figure 11).  

 

Figure 1: 519‐523 West 12th Street, from northwest. 

 

Figure 2: Depiction of the property on the 1886 Sanborn map, the address then was #243. 
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Figure 3: Depiction of the property on the 1894 Sanborn map. 

 

   

Figure 4: 521 West 12th Street, left: house from north; right: 521‐523 from northeast. 
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Figure 5: 521 West 12th street 

 

 

Figure 6: 521 West 12th Street, detail of stone foundation and porch. 
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Figure 7: 521 West 12th street, first floor plan, drawn by Bill Macintire and Danielle Jamieson, scale in feet. 
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Figure 8: 521 West 12th Street, east façade foundation, note window lintels for now closed basement lights.  

 

Figure 9: 521 West 12th Street, side entry door threshold.   
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Figure 10: 521 west 12th Street, left: stair hall and newel post, right: stair hall trim at second floor. 

 

Figure 11: 521 west 12th Street, detail of stair trim. 

 


