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Kentucky Main Street Awards Guidelines

The Kentucky Main Street Awards honor outstanding organizational and community achievements vital to the overall success of the Main Street program.  The awards will be announced at the annual winter conference and awards will be presented in the winning communities. 

All nominations must meet the following criteria:

1) Awards are intended to recognize individuals and organizations actively involved in the Kentucky Main Street program.  Project, program, event, must have taken place between December 2013 and November 2014.

2) Nomination packets must be received by the Kentucky Heritage Council by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday November 20, 2014.

3) A separate entry form must be completed for each entry.  You may submit multiple entries.

4) A small nomination fee of $30 per Main Street program allows you to enter up to, but no more than one nomination per category.  Applications will be forwarded to judges upon receipt of entry fee.  Make checks payable to: Friends of Kentucky Main Street Mail to: KYMS Awards C/O Kentucky Heritage Council, ATTN: Yvonne Sherrick 300 Washington Street, Frankfort, KY 40601

Supporting documentation required for each nomination: Along with the documentation required for each award listed below, all nominations must also include:  

a. Completed (type written) nomination form and accompanying narration sheets each with name of community, year, category, and award (Example: Frankfort, 2014 Design Category).  
b. A brief description of: Who was involved in the project including the number of volunteers involved, specific goals that were set and what was achieved in relation to this award, how the event/drive/project was organized, and why the Main Street program / committee / volunteer / or business is worthy of this award.  (Description to be type-written)
c. Up to 10 photographs to accompany each nomination and labeled accordingly (with community name, year, category, and award) submitted with nomination package. 
d. If the project is an adaptive reuse or rehabilitation project, you must submit before and after photos. 

4) The awards panel reserves the right to eliminate award categories if the panel determines that worthy nominations have not been submitted.

[image: Blue Logo with Text]

                                          Kentucky Main Street Award
                                              Nomination Cover Form

 (
Nominee:
Project nominated:  
Contact
 Person:
)
	


 (
E-mail:
Website:
) (
Kentucky State Representative:
Kentucky State Senator:
United States Congressman:
) (
Address/City/State:
) (
Telephone:
)
















Please mark the award/s category submitted

PROMOTION:	    _______ Best Promotion of the Downtown   _______Best Main Street Project or Event  

ORGANIZATION: _______ Volunteer of the Year                                              _______ Spirit of Main Street                       

DESIGN: 	  ________ Best Adaptive Reuse	                    ______Best Downtown Beautification 	 
ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING:  _______Outstanding Main Street Partner        _______Best ER Initiative

PRESERVATION HERO: ______________

FOR EACH NOMINATION INCLUDE:   ONE FORM PER NOMINATION

· Nomination cover form
· Narrative 
· Photos and/or sample documents 


PRESERVATION HERO   New this year.

This award is to recognize an individual, organization, or business that has shown outstanding leadership in revitalizing and preserving Kentucky communities. If nominating a Preservation Hero, please provide these materials: Detailed description of the person’s or organization’s involvement in the historic preservation field, the activities undertaken, and how their actions made a positive preservation impact. This could be someone outside of your organization, a big benefactor, a preservation contractor, etc. 
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                                 PROMOTION
                                                        
Best Promotion of the Downtown Award: This award recognizes exemplary promotional projects that elevate the Main Street Program through media, public relations, tourism development and other similar efforts.  Examples are: Website; Newsletter, brochure or publication; Branding or Image initiative; podcast, or social media marketing program, retail event that builds public awareness of the downtown.

Best Main Street Project or Event: This award is presented to the Main Street program committee displaying excellence in Main Street activities. If completing a nomination include images of the project, especially highlighting before and after conditions. 

ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING

Best ER Initiative: Successful entries for this category would include economic restructuring projects and initiatives.  Examples are:  Recruitment tool / recruitment program; ER Success Story that can serve as a model for other communities to follow; Second Story Conversion; Incubator Programs; Business retention plan; development project or plan or any other economic development initiative that demonstrates your town’s commitment to improving the economic climate and retail mix in the downtown.

Outstanding Main Street Partner Award: Recognition of an economic development project in a downtown district that was successfully completed with the use of a great partnership.  Explain the involvement of the volunteers, business, government, company, university, school district, or media entities. Explain how the partner went “above and beyond” the normal effort including the mechanisms and special efforts put forth by the entity that made the project “happen”.   Support should provide details on the project plan and execution, describing obstacles and results.  Explain how the project has contributed to the vitality of the downtown.  The project can encompass building, infrastructure, public services, and public spaces such as city squares, parks and recreation areas. 

ORGANIZATION

Volunteer of the Year:  Volunteers are essential to Main Street. This award can focus on an individual that contributed greatly to a particular event, a particular goal, or perhaps has given many hours and energy to your Main Street program.  We want to honor the important role volunteers play in your mission and your success.

Spirit of Main Street:  This award is presented to an individual, organization, or business dedicating their time and effort toward helping their Main Street program thrive. Please provide these support materials in your nomination. Detailed description of the nominee’s actions, achievements, and involvement in the organization, and how these have benefited the community and enhanced the central business district.  This is different from volunteer as it could be a staff person, a business, a city official, a resident, lots of options for those who embody the spirit of Main Street, but is not necessarily a Main Street volunteer. 
 
DESIGN

Best Adaptive Re-use Project:  Recognition of a historic building adapted to a different use which contributes to the revitalization of downtown, or restoration of a vacant historic building which preserves the original structure and encompasses the history of the building with its current use, resulting in an active business occupying it and contributing to a need in the community.  The project should demonstrate how the use of public-private partnerships, grants, tax credits or other tools are used to fulfill the project goals. Also provide the building location and size, former building use, current use, project cost and note if it is listed on the national register or other inventory. Describe the work completed including any design assistance sources, financial assistance, and project challenges. Include before and after photos. 

Best Downtown Beautification: This award is presented to an organization/and or municipality actively engaged in efforts to enhance their downtown’s appearance through a program of streetscape improvements. Describe the reasoning behind the implementation, project costs, funding sources, etc.  Include any design assistance sources, grants, project challenges, and innovative approaches to the project. 
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