32nd Annual Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Awards Tributes

Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award, presented to the individual who has demonstrated outstanding dedication to the cause of historic preservation in the Commonwealth: 

· Clyde Reynolds Carpenter

Preservation Project Awards

Recognizing outstanding examples of restoration or rehabilitation of historic buildings, or other types of projects that have had a positive impact on Kentucky’s built environment: 

· Bishop Flaget Log House, Nelson County

· The Grand Theatre, Frankfort

· Pearce-Wheeler Farm, Hart County

Service to Preservation Awards

Honoring those who have furthered historic preservation activities or have had a positive impact in their communities, including individuals, organizations, public officials, financial institutions, news media, and/or volunteers:

· Charles Cash, Louisville

· Donald Clare, Rabbit Hash
· Susan Dyer, Breckinridge County

2010 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Awards

Memorial Award

Clyde Reynolds Carpenter

The 2010 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award winner truly exemplifies a life-long commitment to historic preservation in the Commonwealth – and beyond.  From his groundbreaking rehabilitation of a dilapidated carriage house on New Street in Lexington to serve as his residence, to his nearly 10-year term as Chair of the University of Kentucky Historic Preservation Graduate Department in the College of Design, Professor Clyde Reynolds Carpenter has made a personal investment in the past, and in the future.

If you pick a preservation issue impacting the state and especially the city of Lexington, Professor Carpenter has been involved in some way.  He was instrumental in the development of a preservation program within the College of Architecture, essential as the board architect for the Lexington Board of Architectural Review for many years, and important in the development of excellent rehabilitation projects such as the recent restoration at the First Presbyterian Chapel in Lexington.  Due to his commitment to high-quality rehabilitation projects, the Blue Grass Trust established the Clyde Carpenter Award for Adaptive Reuse, an annual award in honor of his work.

Professor Carpenter has been distinguished by numerous awards including the Blue Grass Trust Public Service Award for Preservation, a Lexington Historic Commission Preservation Award, and several honor awards from the Kentucky Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, including being named as an AIA Fellow.  He has also been recognized as an excellent teacher throughout his tenure with UK, having been awarded the Outstanding Service Award from the College of Architecture, and Outstanding Teacher in Architecture Award on several occasions.  

All of these achievements reflect the obvious: that Professor Carpenter has been committed to the community, to the field architecture, to students engaged in architecture and historic preservation, and to the preservation and enhancement of the built environment.  

In a letter supporting Professor Carpenter’s nomination for this award, David Mohney, past Dean of the College of Architecture, notes that Professor Carpenter “…is one of the most gracious and humane people I know.  His kindness and encouragement over nearly five decades of teaching have become a profound asset to the professional design community here.  He sets a standard for how all professionals – preservationists, architects, board members, and others – should engage with each other and the public.”

For these reasons and more, on behalf of the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation, I am pleased and honored to present the 2010 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award for Historic Preservation to Clyde Reynolds Carpenter.
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Preservation Project Award

Bishop Flaget Log House, Nelson County

Careful planning, innovative fundraising, skilled craftsmanship and meticulous attention to detail were the tools used for restoration of the Bishop Flaget Log House in Nelson County, the earliest structure representing the Catholic faith to be built west of the Allegheny Mountains.

Dating to 1795, the house was originally built as a one-story, dovetail-joined log house for Thomas and Ann Howard, who opened their home to missionary priests.  The house was expanded with a second story “V notch” joined log addition sometime prior to 1811, when Bishop Benedict Joseph Flaget arrived as the first bishop of Bardstown.  He used the house as his residence for seven years, and subsequently it was used as a seminary, rectory, convent and grade school.  It was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1976.

Restoration began in 1998 when St. Thomas Church pastor, Father Steve Pohl, became concerned about the building’s deterioration and asked Don Parrish of Bardstown to form a committee to assess possibilities for restoration.  The committee concluded the house should be restored to its original 1812 condition, a decision followed by five years of research by Fr. Pohl and others.  Funding came exclusively from private sources, primarily residents of Nelson and surrounding counties.

Master carpenters Stan Boyd of Lexington and Gene Butcher of Georgetown led the restoration. No original material was lost, missing elements were reproduced by hand using traditional techniques and period materials, and all work was performed with attention to detail, accuracy and historic integrity.  The project took 7½ years, and today, the Bishop Flaget Log Cabin serves as an interpretive museum operating from May to November, so everyone can see and appreciate this workmanship.  

Therefore, in recognition of the painstaking and historically accurate restoration of the Bishop Flaget Log House, this Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award is presented to Father Steve Pohl on behalf of the parishioners of Saint Thomas Church.
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Preservation Project Award

Grand Theater, Frankfort

Saving the Grand Theatre is a historic preservation project whose time has finally come. One of five theaters operating between the mid-1800s and the 1970s in historic downtown Frankfort, the Grand is the only theater remaining with its theater configuration still intact.

Built in 1911 as a 135-seat vaudeville house, the Grand added motion-picture entertainment first with silent movies and then “talkies.”  In 1941, the Grand was converted to a then-modern 680-seat movie theatre, operating until 1966.  Since then the building has served a variety of commercial purposes.  By 1980, when Jim Morris purchased the building to house his real estate office, it had already undergone many changes.
In 1983, market research noted Frankfort’s need for additional evening entertainment.  At that time, the first effort to raise restoration funds began, but the goal went unmet.  Renovation talks resurfaced in 1990 but failed to take off.

Finally in 2002, Frankfort resident Mike Greer put together the group that created the nonprofit Save The Grand Theatre, Inc., and he served as president.  Bill Cull – who had led the original 1983 effort – became president in 2005.  Charles Stewart, Fontaine “Chip” Banks, Ed Stodola and Joanna Hay serve on the board and an additional dedicated force of more than 150 volunteers have assisted with everything from fundraising to operations.
Highlights have included a Renaissance on Main grant to reproduce the original marquee that had been removed in the 1960s, Kentucky General Assembly funds used to buy an adjacent building, and in 2006 a vote by Franklin County Fiscal Court to levy a two percent hotel room tax to support the restoration.
Today the Grand Theatre is a $5-million, 428-seat performing and visual arts theater that is state of the art in every way.
In recognition of the long struggle to restore the historic Grand Theatre in downtown Frankfort and return it to the community as a multi-use performing and visual arts center, this Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award is presented to Save The Grand Theatre, Inc., and President William H. Cull.
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Preservation Project Award

Pearce-Wheeler Farm, Hart County

The Pearce-Wheeler Farm on the Green River in Hart County today represents a remarkably intact example of agricultural life in that region both before and after the Civil War.  Owner Bruce Cohen purchased the historic farm complex in early 2000s and explored options for how to return it to a vibrant, income-producing use.

Bruce became interested in using the federal historic rehabilitation tax credit to maximize his return on investment, and by 2005 with the passage of the Kentucky Historic Preservation Tax Credit was able to work with a consultant to get the property listed in the National Register of Historic Places in order to take advantage of both programs.

Settled around 1850, the Pearce-Wheeler Farm was originally a 1,000 acre Revolutionary War land grant parcel.  Today the farm is a 50-acre agricultural complex with an intact main house, smokehouse, livestock barn and mule barn, all of which have been rehabilitated.  The farm’s significance has been noted as being part of the agricultural history of Hart County from 1850 to 1930, as a cohesive and prosperous farm complex during and after Civil War, for being a fertile “U” shaped parcel on the Davis Bend of the Green River, and as a key location to transport goods from farm to market.

Distinct characteristics of the house include a mortared limestone block foundation, hand-cut stone steps, chimney bricks made of clay fired on site, and three porches.  Interior characteristics include exposed walls with hewn logs, a central stair with simple handmade handrails and distinct hand-carved mantles.

Restoration of the farm complex was done with the utmost attention and care for the historic fabric of all the buildings on site.
In recognition of his commitment to preserving the historic house, barns and outbuildings of Pearce-Wheeler Farm in Hart County, helping to preserve the heritage of Kentucky’s rapidly changing rural landscape, this Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award is presented to Bruce Cohen, Jefferson County
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Service to Preservation Award

Charles Cash, Louisville

Words like vision, passion and leadership have been used to describe Charles Cash’s 30 years of service with Louisville Metro Government, but he sums it up best in his own words, taken from a letter he wrote to staff upon his recent retirement: 

“I came to work for the city over 30 years ago as a Planner One with the Landmarks Commission.  At that time as a young architect, I had no idea that I had found my primary career path, dealing with the built form of Louisville.  Rising through the ranks, I have served as architect to the Landmarks Commission, Urban Design Administrator, Assistant Director and interim Executive Director of the Louisville Development Authority, and finally director of planning and design services.  In addition, I was the mayor’s representative on the planning commission for nine years.

“The last seven years at planning and design have allowed me to lead one of the most progressive and highly regarded planning departments in the United States.  During this period we have (among other accomplishments):

-- Implemented the Cornerstone 2020 Land Development Code (Louisville Metro being the largest jurisdiction nationwide to have a form-based code)

-- Revitalized neighborhood planning with the most significant effort in more than 20 years, adopting 16 plans with six more in progress

-- Instituted a Neighborhood Planning College which generated 190 graduates and an informed and responsible network of neighborhood leaders

-- Reformed the planning process by increasing public meeting venues, establishing case management/improvement strategies and initiating web-friendly access.”
A colleague recently summed up his contributions like this:  “The city is full of his designs, redesigns, and directions made real.  The city is a much better place thanks to Charles.”

In recognition of his long service as an architect and administrator for Louisville Metro Government, his work helping to preserve historic buildings and neighborhoods, and a career championing good community planning and design, this Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award is presented to Charles Cash, Louisville
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Service to Preservation Award

Donald Clare, Union 

Name a preservation project, any project, in Boone County or Northern Kentucky over the last 30 years and chances are Don Clare has played some role in a successful outcome.  

In 1979, Don formed the Rabbit Hash Historical Society, a nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation of the small river town of Rabbit Hash, Kentucky.  He began efforts to list the Rabbit Hash General Store in the National Register of Historic Places in 1986, and later played a key role in getting the entire town listed as a National Register Historic District.  In 2002, he was instrumental in the Historical Society’s purchase of the entire town to preserve its historic structures and character.
Don has raised thousands of dollars through his efforts, and he conceived of and oversaw the Rabbit Hash mayoral campaigns where even a dog can be elected mayor!  And Kentucky and Rabbit Hash historic preservation and tourism efforts have been greatly enhanced because of the national and international publicity these campaigns have generated.  He volunteered his time to help Rabbit Hash achieve designation as a Preserve America community, and he also volunteers as the curator of the 1800s-era Rabbit Hash Museum, which he founded.

Of note was his starring role in the video, “Rabbit Hash: Center of the Universe.”

Don has served on the Boone County Historic Preservation Board since 1986.  He is founder of Friends of Big Bone, a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation and expansion of Big Bone Lick State Park, and he was a leading voice in the development of the Boone County Cemetery Preservation Plan and Boone County Historic Preservation Plan.  He has authored numerous articles and is a regular speaker at events and schools.  He has also served on other committees too numerous to mention, and even assisted with several archaeological investigations in the region.
In recognition of his lifelong advocacy, this Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award is presented to Donald Clare.
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Service to Preservation Award

Susan Dyer, Breckinridge County

A Sunday drive back in 1997 literally changed the life of Susan Dyer, when she and her husband, Eddie, stopped in front of the abandoned Judge Joseph Holt House in rural Breckenridge County.  Something about the house beckoned, and as Susan will tell you, it touched her heart.

“As I stood there and gazed upon this beautiful home, I could feel the sadness of the home, and I knew there was so much history surrounding the place,” she told Kentucky Living, earlier this year.  “I just felt the history need to be reclaimed and retold.”

Since then, she has worked tirelessly to do just that.  Susan literally “wrote the book” about Judge Holt, who as appointed the nation’s first Judge Advocate General under President Abraham Lincoln and who presided over the trials of the Lincoln conspirators following the president’s assassination.  She has spent years researching Holt and last year published Lincoln’s Advocate – the life of Judge Joseph Holt by Acclaim Press, now in its second printing.

The house was built in the 1850s to 1870s and has sat vacant for the last 40 years.  Anyone associated with rehabilitation efforts now underway will tell you, it has been possible only because of Susan’s persistence, attending meetings, listening, learning, and talking to anyone about the house who would listen.  Finally, in 2008, the Holt House and 19.5 acres were purchased by Breckinridge County Fiscal Court through a $158,000 grant provided by the Kentucky Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and funded through the Kentucky Heritage Council.

A local Steering Committee has been working for more than a year on plans for the home’s restoration.  Local interest in the project is high, with more than 1,500 people attending an open house at the home last August.

In recognition of her persistence advocating for the preservation of the Judge Joseph Holt House in rural Breckinridge County, and for all she has done to educate others about his legacy and role in President Abraham Lincoln’s administration, this Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award is presented to Susan Dyer.

