
2011 NOMINATION FORM 
Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Historic Preservation Awards Program 

 
NOMINATIONS must be postmarked or received in the Kentucky Heritage Council office by 
Monday, April 11.  Entries may also be submitted via email to kyheritage@ky.gov or by fax at 
502-564-5820.  For each entry, submit a completed nomination form, narrative description and 
supporting documentation to: 
  Kentucky Heritage Council / State Historic Preservation Office 

300 Washington Street 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
ATTN:  Ida Lee Willis Awards 

1. Nominee 
 
Name               

Title / Organization             

Address              
 
City        State _______________  Zip     

Phone        Email         

2. Award 
(check one) 
 

 Memorial Award   Preservation Project Award               Service to Preservation Award 

3. Description 
Include a brief narrative description of the project(s) the nominee has accomplished.  Relate this 
description to the criteria for the appropriate award. 

4. Supporting Documentation 
Attach or enclose any photographs, articles, publications or letters of support for the nominee 
that would assist in the determining the impact of his/her contribution.  Before and after 
photographs should be included for a Preservation Project Award.  When submitting by mail, 
materials may also be submitted on a CD/DVD attached to the nomination form.  When 
submitting via email, please submit all files in one email in PDF format; do not send multiple 
files.  For questions, contact Diane Comer at 502-564-7005, ext. 120, or diane.comer@ky.gov. 

5. Submitter of Nomination 

Name               

Title / Organization             

Address              
 
City        State _______________  Zip     

Phone        Email         



Preservation Project Award Nomination

	
 Tom O’Shea’s rehabilitation of a Whiskey Row warehouse into Patrick O’Shea’s Public 

House is one of the most significant rehabilitation projects in Louisville in the last three years.  

The building, at 123 West Main Street, is significant to Louisville and Kentucky because of its 

construction and use as a bourbon warehouse in the 19th and 20th centuries and its impact on the 

local and statewide economy.  Its architect, John Andrewartha, is a recognized master by the 

National Register of Historic Places.  Additionally, the building sits on a block that is currently 

threatened by demolition after years of neglect.

	
 If Tom O’Shea had merely restored the building it would have been a monumental and 

badly needed undertaking.  His project was the first to break ground and took the lead in 

restoring the block and resulted in the official listing of the entire block as “Whiskey Row” in the 

National Register.  But Tom went further than just restoring a building.  Tom placed his own 

restaurant and bar in the building.  Patrick O’Shea’s Public House provides Louisvillians with a 

good reason to come downtown and to stay downtown.  The restaurant’s outdoor seating and 

wide-open access to the sidewalk and street are helping to attract pedestrian traffic to a once 

forgotten and avoided area of downtown.  It is projects like this that make Louisville’s Main 

Street one of the best Main Streets in America.

	
 Aside from the impact that Patrick O’Shea’s has on the immediately surrounding area, it 

serves as an inspiration for the urban, preservation, and development communities.  It provides a 

potent contrast with its neighboring buildings at a time and place where good examples are badly 

needed.  The project is a perfect example of what hard work and vision can create, both in terms 

of the building and its use.  It is the type of project to which all preservationists should aspire.
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