527 W 12" Street

The house at 527 West 12™ Street was a handsome building, a “classic” Northern Kentucky Townhouse
with a pair of windows and no door on the front facade (Figure 1). It first appears on the 1909 Sanborn
maps, probably constructed shortly before that time (Figure 3). It was brick, two story, front gabled, in a
restrained neoclassic style (Figure 2). Although from a distance it appeared to be austere stylistically, it
had some lovely detailing on the window hoods (Figure 4) and beautiful spindle work on the side entry
porch (Figure 5). In plan, it was a very straightforward Northern Kentucky Townhouse type, with and
offset back room and the stair situated between the back room and the second room (Figure 6). The
house had three side entries, on into the front room and two off the side porch, into the stair hall and
directly into the back room. There was also a rear entry into the back room. The offset back room was
just a single story tall (Figure 7 and Figure 8).

The interiors were restrained, with the usual emphasis on mantles, trim moldings, and the main stair
(Figure 11 - Figure 20). At the time of documentation, the house had suffered extensive vandalism, but
its quality and former dignity were still discernible.

Figure 1: Streetscape showing 525-531 West 12" Street, 527 is second from left.



Figure 2: Left: 527 West 12" sT from North; right, property from North east.
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Figure 3: Depiction of 527 West 12" Street on the 1909 Sanborn map, then at # 249.




Figure 4: 527 West 12" ST, detail of front window lintels.

Figure 5: Left: 527 West 12 ST, porch entry on east side; right: detail of porch trim.
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Figure 6: Floor plan of 527 West 12" Street, measured and drawn by Bill Macintire, scale in feet.




Figure 8: 527 West 12" ST, from east.



Figure 10: 527 West 12" Street, from southwest.



Figure 11: 527 West 12" ST, hearth in front room, first floor.

Figure 12: 527 West 12" ST, first floor, looking south from front room through middle room to kitchen.




Figure 14: 527 West 12" ST, details of staircase in first floor entry hall.



Figure 15: 527 West 12" ST, detail of woodwork on staircase.

Figure 16: 527 West 12" 5T, first floor kitchen looking west toward pantry and bathroom.



Figure 18: 527 West 12" ST, second floor front room looking northwest toward hearth wall.
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Figure 20: 527 West 12" 5T, Left: bathroom on second floor, right: stair hall on second floor.
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