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§
Symposia 3:
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June 12 & 13, 2009
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§
Symposia 4:

“Kentucky, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the Civil War” 
September 18 and 19, 2009

Western Kentucky

Series Sponsors:
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Kentucky Heritage Council / State Historic Preservation Office
Kentucky Historical Society

Kentucky African American Heritage Commission

Georgetown College Underground Railroad Research Institute

Kentucky State Parks

Centre College

Lincoln Memorial University

City of Maysville

Friends of the Network to Freedom Association

Registration Information: 1-502-564-7005 ext. 125

www.urgfriends.org

Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission

The Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission (KALBC) was established by executive order in 2004 to organize and coordinate the state's commemorative activities in celebration of the 200th anniversary of the birth of President Abraham Lincoln.

Its mission is to ensure that Lincoln's Kentucky story is an essential part of the national celebration, emphasizing Kentucky's contribution to his thoughts and ideals. The commission also serves as coordinator of statewide efforts to convey Lincoln's Kentucky story and his legacy of freedom, democracy, and equal opportunity for all.

Kentucky African American Heritage Commission [Enabling legislation KRS. 171.800]

It is the mission of the Kentucky African American Heritage Commission to identify and promote awareness of significant African American history and influence upon the history and culture of Kentucky and to support and encourage the preservation of Kentucky African American heritage and historic sites. The Commission operates with nineteen members appointed by the Governor and includes representatives from the state’s major universities, state agencies, community preservation organizations and interested citizens. The Commission is administratively attached to the Kentucky Heritage Council, with the council providing staff assistance and program oversight.  
The Kentucky Heritage Council / State Historic Preservation Office and the Kentucky African American Heritage Commission are dedicated to preserving buildings and places important to the history of Kentucky African Americans. Kentucky offers an array of sites that tell the story of slavery, the Underground Railroad, Civil War, education and civil rights, and a historically black college is leading research efforts.  Many architecturally significant buildings and museums preserve and promote local African American heritage. The Heritage Council has also worked in partnership with organizations across the state to identify remaining Rosenwald Schools in an effort to preserve and rehabilitate them.
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Danville, Kentucky








Founded in 1783-4 by Walker Daniel, the first district attorney of Kentucky, Danville was named in his honor. Danville soon became the seat of Kentucky government following establishment of the Supreme Court for the Kentucky District, and the location for ten conventions to establish the district’s statehood. The first convention met in December 1784 and the last in April of 1792, producing an eighteen-page document that became the first constitution of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Danville was the first location of Transylvania University, established in 1783 and relocated to Lexington in 1789 followed by establishment of Centre College in 1819. During the antebellum period, Danville was a prosperous and growing community, the home of James G. Birney, the presidential candidate for the Liberty party in 1840 and 1844; the site of Kentucky School for the Deaf, the first institution of its kind to be operated at public expense; and the Danville Theological Seminary founded in 1853. Following the Civil War, the city became a transportation and commercial hub as well as an educational center. In 1942, the state of Kentucky dedicated the John G. Weisiger Memorial Park in the center of Danville. Later known as Constitution Square State Shrine, the park celebrates the city’s role in Kentucky statehood and contains log reproductions of an early courthouse, church, and jail, as well as an original log structure reputed to have been the first post office west of the Alleghenies. Because of its many old houses and nineteenth century appearance, Danville was chose as the location for the motion picture Raintree County in 1956. 

Information taken from Richard Brown, “Danville,” The Kentucky Encyclopedia (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1992)

Centre College - A History Enriched by the Past
Centre College opened its doors in the fall of 1820, with a faculty of two and a student body of five. Classes reflected the classical curriculum of the day which included Latin, Greek, rhetoric, and logic. They were held in Old Centre, a building which has been used continuously since Centre's beginning and which today houses the College's administrative offices as well as a Heritage Room and a classroom.
Old Centre had been built the previous year at a cost of $8,000. It was designed to hold up to 400 students in the College and also a grammar school. Despite early financial hardships, disputes within and outside of the Presbyterian Church, and six wars (including the occupation of Old Centre by both Confederate and Union troops during the Civil War), Centre has remained open and committed to its educational mission since its founding.
The roots of the College, officially charted by the Kentucky Legislature on January 21, 1819, lie deep in the history of the region. Presbyterians, eager for an educated clergy and educated people to teach their children, were laying the groundwork for the establishment of a college in what was then the Kentucky County of Virginia. At the same time, the Revolutionary War was being fought and the region west of the Allegheny Mountains was being settled out of wilderness.
In 1780, the Virginia Assembly set aside 8,000 acres of land for this "seminary of learning." Three years later, a board of trustees met at Tom Crow's Station to organize the school. Instruction began at the Transylvania Seminary near Danville in 1785. But the seminary fell on hard financial times. Unable to raise proper funding in the small community of Danville, the trustees moved the school to the larger settlement of Lexington in 1788. By 1794, the founding group of Presbyterians, alarmed by what it viewed as secular philosophies invading public institutions, moved to establish a more Christian school near Pisgah, Kentucky. The Kentucky Academy opened in 1795, funded by donations from the faithful. George Washington and John Adams gave $100 each to the new school, and Aaron Burr donated $50.
By 1819, the Presbyterians began to realize that they had again lost control of their institution and its board of trustees. Once more they petitioned the Kentucky Legislature for a charter, and Centre College was established. The legislature placed some of its most important citizens in charge of Centre as its first board of trustees. Isaac Shelby, the state's first governor, was its chair. Dr. Ephraim McDowell, a Danville resident who 10 years earlier had made medical history by performing the first successful abdominal operation, was also on the board.
The struggle between the Presbyterians and others, who were eager for a more public institution of higher education, continued beyond Centre's opening two years later. While the Kentucky Legislature gave complete control of the College's board of trustees to the Presbyterians in 1824, it added an amendment stating that "the College shall at all times be conducted on liberal, free and enlightened principles, and no student shall be excluded in consequence of his religious opinions, or those of his parents, guardians or relatives."
While the first 10 years of Centre's history was a period of preparation and planning, its second phase, from 1830 to 1857, was an era of consolidation and growth. Dr. John C. Young, Centre's president during the later period, found, according to Dr. Ormond Beaty (who served as Centre's president during the latter half of the 19th century), "the College without reputation, without endowment, without students....But, he was young, hopeful and earnest." Dr. Young's qualities and the support of loyal alumni and friends of the College helped Centre advance under his presidency.
"Before his death, Dr. Young saw a permanent fund of $100,000 provided for the support of the school," Beatty noted. This occurred along with additions to the curriculum, enlargement of the faculty, and a five-fold increase in the student body. Under Dr. Young's tenure, Centre advanced to a position among the highest-ranking colleges in America.
Founded primarily as an institution devoted to training young men for the ministry, Centre has changed throughout its history to keep pace with the educational demands of a growing region and nation. The Kentucky School for the Deaf, also in Danville, was founded in 1824 as the first state-supported institution for the deaf, and in its early years was controlled by Centre's board of trustees. From the 1890's until 1912, a law school was operated at Centre with J. Procter Knott, a former Kentucky governor, as its dean. In 1901, the Central University at Richmond was consolidated with Centre. Danville's Kentucky College for Women merged with Centre in 1926, becoming the College's women's department. The department maintained a separate campus until the early 1960's when a unified campus organization was formed.
Centre alumni have figured prominently in U.S. history. They include two U.S. vice presidents, one Chief Justice of the United States, an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, 13 U.S. Senators, 43 U.S. Representatives, 10 moderators of the General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church, and 11 governors. Other Centre alumni have been and are leaders in a variety of other fields including teaching, business, medicine, law and journalism.

Information taken from Centre College Library Special Collections, “Centre College History” 
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Weisiger Theatre opened as an important element of Centre College in 1973 and was refurbished and renovated in 1994, Centre College's Norton Center for the Arts features state of the art facilities. Within the 85,000 square foot complex are unmatched performance halls, stunning exhibition areas, inviting meeting spaces, and exceptional academic facilities for music and drama. 


Weisiger Theatre's thrust stage accommodates a wide variety of performances, lecturers and other events. Most of the Norton Center's Musica da Camera chamber music series performances are presented in the intimacy Weisiger Theatre. Recent offerings on the series have included the Beaux Arts Trio, the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, the Emerson String Quartet, the Guarneri String Quartet, the Tokyo String Quartet, and the Juilliard String Quartet.

Symposium 1: Abraham Lincoln, America’s “Agent of Change”

Centre College

Norton Center - Weisiger Theatre

Danville, KY

Thursday, February 12 

7:30 p.m.
Welcome  
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Chautauqua - “Frederick Douglass and Mr. Lincoln” Presented by Charles Everette Pace, Great Plains Chautauqua Society Scholar Pace has undergraduate and graduate degrees from The University of Texas at Austin (B.A., biology) and Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana (M.A., American studies: history and anthropology). As well as being a Program Advisor at the Texas Union, University of Texas at Austin, Charles has taught at The University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Purdue University, and most recently at Centre College in Kentucky. His research area is the anthropology of performance, experience and visual communications. He has performed and conducted workshops in hundreds of cities across the United States, as well as, in London, England. Pace has also conducted performance-based public diplomacy work for the United States Information Agency (USIA) in dozens of cities in nine countries across east, west and southern Africa. Charles Everett Pace has fifteen years experience as one of the scholars with The Great Plains Chautauqua Society, Inc. The Great Plains Chautauqua, a five states touring scholar-in-residence project, is the nation's premier public humanities program principally funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895)




A leading spokesman for the abolition of slavery and racial equality, Douglass was the first African American ever invited to the White House by an American President, Abraham Lincoln. “Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey” was born in February of 1818 on Maryland’s eastern shore the slave of a white father and a Maryland slave mother. While living in Baltimore and working at a shipyard, Douglass escaped slavery by train and steamboat to freedom in New York, September 3, 1838. Douglass assumed a new name, new identity, and a new life in New Bedford, Massachusetts. Befriending William Lloyd Garrison, President of the American Antislavery Society, Douglass became a powerful and eloquent speaker for the Society, inspiring Garrison to comment that "Flinty hearts were pierced, and cold ones melted by his eloquence." Douglass published his first autobiography, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written By Himself in 1845. Three years later, he began a speaking tour of England, Ireland, and Scotland. Upon his return to the United States, Douglass published the first issue of the North Star, a four-page weekly newspaper, out of Rochester, New York.
Audience Question and Answer
“Happy Birthday Mr. Lincoln” - The Lobby of Norton Centre

Share Cake and Congeniality with Frederick Douglass (Charles Pace) and Abraham Lincoln (Kevin Lanham). 
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Friday, February 13
10 – 4 p.m.

Kentucky Historical Society 

Abraham Lincoln Mobile Museum Tours, Norton Centre Grounds

10 – 12 a.m.

Bus Tour of Historic Sites – Departing Norton Centre 
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Stop 1: The Historic Home of James Gillespie Birney Born February 4, 1792 Danville, Kentucky to an Irish Episcopalian slaveholder, died November 24, 1857, Perth Amboy, New Jersey – Presbyterian Writer, Politician, Abolitionist, Freemason, member and agent for the African Colonization Society turned Gradual Emancipationist, Birney later became a member of the American Antislavery Society founded by Arthur and Lewis Tappan and a member of Danville’s Town Council. He and wife Agatha McDowell had three children William Birney, David B. Birney, James M. Birney. A graduate of Transylvania University and Princeton, Birney served in the Kentucky House of Representatives from 1816 to 1818. 
Though Birney’s father fought to prevent Kentucky from joining the Union as a slave state, when the effort failed, his father decided that until the legislature abolished slavery from the state as a whole, a person could own slaves as long as he treated them humanely. For much of his youth and education, Birney was under the influence of teachers and friends with strong anti-slavery views, including the organizer of the state’s first antislavery society, Baptist minister David Barrow. 

A campaigner for Henry Clay, Birney later studied law with Alexander Dallas in Philadelphia where he passed the Bar exam. Birney began practicing law in Danville as a civil and criminal attorney in 1814. In an effort to develop his political career, Birney moved to Madison County, Alabama in 1818 where he owned a cotton plantation and slaves. In 1819, Birney was elected to the Alabama House of Representatives and a Madison County elector opposed to Andrew Jackson as President. While in Madison, Birney helped draft an act that afforded slaves tried by jury paid legal counsel, barring the master and prosecutorial witness or their relatives from being members of the jury, both actions slowed the progress of his political career. Birney was elected Alabama Solicitor General in 1823. 

With the American Anti-Slavery Society’s schism in 1840, Birney resigned his position in opposition to equal rights for women. Birney was named vice-president and a delegate to the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London. When he returned, the Liberty Party made use of his legal expertise in defense of blacks and fugitive slaves. Birney was chosen the Liberty Party Presidential candidate in the 1844.
Information taken from, The National Portrait Gallery, Fladeland, Betty (1955). James Gillespie Birney: Slaveholder to Abolitionist. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press. The Kentucky Encyclopedia, “James Gillespie Birney.” 

Stop 2:  Sleettown 

One of the many Kentucky African American communities prior to and immediately following the Civil War, Sleettown, near Perryville represented a fascinating dynamic in Southern history. Black townships dotted the landscape of southern states during the Reconstruction Era as freed slaves sought to claim their independence through land ownership and economic self-sufficiency. Sleettown was founded by African Americans Warner and Octavia Sleet following the Civil War. Although records do not indicate when Warner and Octavia Sleet moved to Boyle County, census data shows that each of their three sons–Henry (c. 1842), Preston (c. 1844), and George (c. 1850)–were all born in Boyle County. 

At the close of the Civil War, just west of Perryville, Henry and Preston Sleet laid the foundation for Sleettown. Although official purchase of the property now recognized as Sleettown was not recorded at the Boyle County Courthouse until 1880, deeds suggest the Sleet family resided and sharecropped this land as early as 1865. The Sleets opened their community to other black families nearby, including the Pattersons, the Swanns and the Popes. For nearly 70 years, Sleettown served as home to many of the African-American families in western Boyle County. For its residents, it was the gateway to freedom. The community gave its residents the opportunity for economic self-sufficiency and personal growth. 

By 1931, the last of the Sleets left Sleettown to join the community of Perryville. The legacy of Sleettown, however, lives on through the work of the Sleet family. The most nationally noted Sleet Family member includes the life of Moneta Sleet Jr., who in 1969 became the first African American to win the Pulitzer Prize in photography. He is best remembered for his documentation of the Civil Rights movement, including the touching photograph of Coretta Scott King at her husband’s funeral. In 2006 Anne Sleet was elected Mayor of Perryville. Information on Sleettown taken from Perryville Enhancement Project, www.perryville.net/renais.html
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Coretta Scott King and her daughter, Bernice, at the funeral of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Atlanta, 1968. Photographed by Moneta J. Sleet Jr. 


Stop 3: Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site
In the summer of 1862, Confederate generals Braxton Bragg and Edmund Kirby Smith devised plans to invade Kentucky. In an attempt to procure supplies, enlist recruits, and to pull Union troops away from the vital railhead of Chattanooga, Tennessee, these Southern commanders instigated a two-pronged advance into the Commonwealth.
Kirby Smith left Knoxville on August 14 and entered the state. Two weeks later, Braxton Braggs Confederates followed. By mid-September, Smiths soldiers had whipped a Federal force at Richmond and Braggs troops had captured a Union garrison at Munfordville. The Confederate armies had captured Lexington and Frankfort, controlled most of central Kentucky, and threatened the entire state. 
Northern soldiers in Tennessee were quick to react to the Southern invasion. Moving from Nashville, Federal troops led by Major General Don Carlos Buell rushed to Bowling Green. As Braggs occupation of Munfordville (where the Louisville and Nashville Railroad passed) threatened Louisville, Buell hustled his forces to that city. Buell bolstered his force with thousands of recruits. To keep Smiths force at bay he sent 20,000 men toward Frankfort. He then ordered 58,000 soldiers to converge upon Braggs army at Bardstown. Traveling down three separate roads, the presence of the blue-clad Northern troops forced Confederate officers at Bardstown to withdraw their men eastward to Perryville. Information taken from “History of the Battle of Perryville” www.Perryville.com
12 – 1:30 p.m. Lunch on Your Own

2 – 4 p.m.

Stop 4:  Camp Nelson Civil War Heritage Park  
Camp Nelson was founded and constructed by Major General Ambrose Burnside's 9th Corps of the Army of the Ohio in June 1863. It was closed in June 1866. The Camp is important as a Civil War site on several levels of significance: As a large and well defended quartermaster and commissary depot that supplied Federal troops of the Army of the Ohio, Department of the Ohio, and Department of the Kentucky, who were stationed in Eastern and Central Kentucky and Eastern Tennessee; as a defensive site which helped defend Central and Eastern Kentucky from invasion and guerrilla activities through its heavy fortification and substantial troop garrison; as a site which contained a tremendous engineering feat in its water distribution and storage system, which consisted of a pump house on the river, a 500,000 gallon reservoir, thousands of feet of piping which supplied water all over the camp, and indoor running water faucet and water closets in the hospital and soldiers' home; as a mustering and training center for Kentucky and Tennessee Volunteer Regiments who performed garrison and defensive assignments in Kentucky and Eastern Tennessee, as well as participation in Stoneman's Southwestern Virginia campaign and in action against Confederate raiders at Lexington Kentucky and Cynthiana, Kentucky in June 1864. (see "more than a depot" article for specific list of regiments.); as the largest recruiting, mustering, and training center for African American troops (called U.S. Colored Troops) in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and one of the largest in the United States. U.S. Colored Troops trained at Camp Nelson performed garrison duty throughout Kentucky, saw action in both Major General Burbridge's and Major General Stoneman's Southwestern Virginia campaigns, saw action against Confederate raiders at Cynthiana, Kentucky and were involved in the siege of Petersburg, Virginia and the pursuit of the Army of Northern Virginia to Appomattox Court House, Virginia.  Information taken from “Historic Significance,” www.campnelson.com
Dinner on your own 

7:30 p.m.
World Premiere - Abe Lincoln and Uncle Tom
 in the White House  - Weisiger Theatre, a play by Carlyle

Brown, Theatre Department, University of Louisville


Audience Discussion to Follow Performance
Saturday, February 14
9-2 p.m.
Lincoln Mobile Museum Tours -  Norton Centre Grounds

10 a.m. Presentation of Colors –
12th USCHA, Camp Nelson, Jessamine County

Welcome 

Keynote Speaker – Dr. J. Blaine Hudson, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, University of Louisville.
Dr. Hudson has served as Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Louisville since, when James Brennan left for Towson University. Hudson has been a member of U of L's Pan-African studies faculty since 1992 and its department chairman from 1998 to 2003. He taught history and Pan-African studies before serving in various administrative positions. Hudson earned a doctorate degree in higher education administration at the University of Kentucky and master's and bachelor's degrees from the University of Louisville. Dr. Hudson currently serves as President of the Kentucky African American Heritage Commission.

Question and Answer Period

Exhibition Tours – Norton Center Lobby and Grounds

11:30 – 12:45
Lunch – Evans-Lively Room - Old Carnegie

1 – 2 p.m. 
Panel #1 - “The Discussion: Abraham Lincoln and African Americans”

Moderator: 
Dr. J. Blaine Hudson, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, University of Louisville
Panelists: 


Dr. Anne Butler, an Associate Professor at Kentucky State University  - Dr. Butler holds a B.A. from Eastern Kentucky University; an M.S. from Kansas State University; and a Ph.D. from Kansas State University in Curriculum and Policy Studies. Dr. Butler serves as Director of the Center of Excellence for the Study of Kentucky African Americans, and is also an Associate Professor in the Honors Program. Her career spans over 25 years of higher education experience in administration, teaching, research and service. Since coming to Kentucky State in 1996, Dr. Butler has been very active in professional and community service. Dr. Butler serves as a member of the Kentucky African American Heritage Commission.

Dr. John Hardin, Associate Professor at Western Kentucky University. Dr. Hardin holds a Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. His research interests include 20th century African American history. Dr. Hardin serves as one of the three general editors of the Kentucky African American Encyclopedia. This five-year project will require over 200 contributors and have 1,200 entries. He also serves as a member of the Kentucky Oral History Commission and the Kentucky African American Heritage Commission. Dr. Hardin’s published works include Onward and Upward: A Centennial History of Kentucky State University 1886-1986 (Frankfort: 1987) and Fifty Years of Segregation: Black Higher Education in Kentucky 1904-1954 (Lexington: 1997).   
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Thomas Mackie, Director, Abraham Lincoln Library and Museum, Lincoln Memorial University - Mackie is a researcher and teacher. Thomas Mackie received graduate training in preservation and interpretation at Eastern Michigan University, with further study in public history at Western Michigan University. Beginning his museum career as a registrar and tour guide at the Oakland County Pioneer and Historical Society in Pontiac, Michigan, Mackie moved on to head Virginia’s Amherst County Historical Museum for six years, a period during which the museum tripled in size. Mackie then took over the Ontario County Historical Society in Canandaigua, New York; he has also worked as an independent museum consultant. His most recent museum post was Historic Roscoe Village in Coshocton, Ohio, where he directed that institution’s educational efforts. This administrative experience is impressive by any standard in the museum field, but Mackie has also served as an archival manager and exhibits fabricator. In 2004 he received a Master of Arts in Teaching from Muskingum College and has several years of classroom teaching experience under his belt.
2 – 3 p.m. 
Panel #2 – “Lincoln’s Policies and Their Social Impact”

Moderator: 
Alicestyne Adams, Director, Georgetown College Underground Railroad Research Institute – is a Ph.D. student in American history at the University of Kentucky an honors graduate with a B.A. in Sociology from Georgetown College, and an honors graduate from Mississippi State University with a M.A. in Public Administration, and a M.A. in American history from the University of Kentucky. A professor, founder, and director of the Underground Railroad Research Institute at Georgetown College established in May 2001, Adams also serves as a member of the Kentucky Preservation Review Board, and National President of the Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Association.
Panelists:

Dr. Daniel Stroup is the Pierce and Amelia Harrington Lively Professor of Government & Law, Centre College. Stroup graduated magna cum laude from the University of Dayton (B.A.) and holds M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in government from the University of Virginia. He was named the Lively Professor of Government and Law at Centre College in 2005, where he has taught since 1976. Stroup’s teaching and research interests encompass American political history, the judicial process, the legislative process, and the Civil Rights Movement in America. Along with Professor Bill Garriott, Stroup teaches a unique government course that simulates the U.S. Congress. Dr. Stroup has published articles in journals including Valparaiso Law Review and PS: Political Science and Politics, as well as segments of The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
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Dr. Gerald Smith is Associate Professor of History; University of Kentucky Dr. Smith is a native of Lexington, Kentucky and an ordained Baptist minister who serves as the Pastor of the Farris town Baptist Church in Berea, Kentucky. Dr. Smith received his bachelor and masters degrees in American history from the University of Kentucky in 1981 and 1983, respectively. In 1988, he earned his Ph.D. in history from the University of Kentucky and joined the history faculty as a tenured professor in 1993. Dr. Smith served as director of the African American Studies and Research Program at the University from 1997-2005. Dr. Smith is the publisher of numerous articles and book chapters and he also serves as co-editor of Volume VI of the Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr. published in January 2007. He is currently serves as editor of a general history of the African American experience in Kentucky.
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 Tony Wilder, Commissioner, Kentucky Department of Local Government 

He received his bachelor’s degree in history and political science from Eastern Kentucky University and currently resides in Danville. Governor Steve Besmear appointed Tony Wilder Commissioner of the Department for Local Government (DLG) in April 2008.  Prior to his appointment, Commissioner Wilder served as Boyle County Judge/Executive for over fourteen years. Before that role, he served as Boyle County Circuit Court Clerk from 1988-93.  During his term, Commissioner Wilder held many leadership roles including president of both the Kentucky County Judge/Executive Association and the Kentucky Association of Counties.  While serving as judge, he and the Boyle County Fiscal Court from University of Kentucky with a concentration in urban and African American history.  
From 1988 until 1993 he was an assistant professor at the University of Memphis. He returned to the University of completed many significant projects to include a progressive agenda of public utility infrastructure improvements. Commissioner Wilder is also an active member of his community. He participates in the Kiwanis and Lions Clubs and serves in the mentor program for Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the Bluegrass.  


3:15 – 4:15
Panel #3 – Continued Learning: “Finding Your Roots” 
Members of the Kentucky Genealogy Society and the Kentucky Historical Society - Open to the Public 

Members Kentucky African American Heritage Commission

















