35th Annual Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Awards Tributes

Grassroots Awards:

· Obie Fardo, Frank Hussung, Billie Newman and Charlie Pyles, for rehabilitation of Bethel Church and Cemetery

· Friends of Sherman Tavern, Dry Ridge

Preservation Project Awards recognize outstanding examples of restoration or rehabilitation of historic buildings, or other types of projects that have had a positive impact on Kentucky’s built environment.  2013 recipients will be: 

· The Cox Building, Maysville

· Rockcastle River Historic Truss Bridge 

· Sadieville Rosenwald School

Service to Preservation Awards honor those who have furthered historic preservation activities or have had a positive impact in their communities, including individuals, organizations, public officials, financial institutions, news media, and/or volunteers.  2013 recipients will be:

· Nancy Adams, Pine Mountain Settlement School
· Keith Nagle, Discover Downtown Middlesboro
· Blue Grass Trust for Historic Preservation deTours Committee, led by board member sponsor Pamela Perlman
Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award, presented to the individual who has demonstrated outstanding dedication to the cause of historic preservation in the Commonwealth: 

· Stephen L. Collins, Shelbyville
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Grassroots Award

Obie Fardo, Frank Hussung, Billie Newman and Charlie Pyles, for rehabilitation of Bethel Church and Cemetery

When the awards selection committee met a few weeks ago to sort through nominations for this year’s Ida Lee Willis Awards, we were happy that many great projects and individuals had been nominated.  But narrowing down the choices was going to be tough!

It became clear that a couple of the nominations stood out, for the extraordinary passion the nominees had for the historic sites they were working to preserve, and for the very personal commitment of time and resources these individuals had invested to ensure these places were preserved for future generations.

One of these was Bethel Church and Cemetery, located at the intersection of U.S. 27 and KY 17 about 5 miles north of Falmouth, in Pendleton County.  Constructed in 1879, the frame church includes a family cemetery that dates to 1848.  It is a final resting place for about 425 souls, including veterans of the War of 1812, the Civil War, and World Wars I and II.

By 2007, the church and cemetery had been neglected for more than 50 years and fallen into extreme disrepair.  This impending preservation project began when Charlie Pyles visited the cemetery with his wife, whose grandparents were buried there.  That day he met Obie Fardo and they discussed the sad state of the cemetery and what might be done.  Charlie recruited a neighbor, Frank Hussung, and he and Billie Newman were soon on board to lend a hand.

According to the nomination, the average age of these men “was about 70, all were retired, they shared a knack for ‘fixing’ things, and each had compassion and respect for history.”

Individually and as a team, they worked with sustained dedication from 2007 to 2012, in the common cause of cleaning up and preserving the site.  Extraordinary hardships and disasters were experienced that might have caused others to abandon the project, but their belief in the importance of what they were doing was strong.

To make a very long story short, these men persevered, recruited others to their cause, and succeeded in reintroducing a local landmark back to the community.  In recognition, the first Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Grassroots Preservation Award goes to Charlie Pyles, Obie Fardo, Frank Hussung, and Billie Newman, for preservation of the Bethel Church and Cemetery.
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Grassroots Award

Friends of Sherman Tavern, Dry Ridge

The other project deserving of a Grassroots Preservation Award is the very epitome of grassroots advocacy and an example of what can happen when a group of dedicated individuals work together toward a common goal.  In this case, preservation of Sherman Tavern.

Constructed in 1812, Sherman Tavern served the community of Dry Ridge as an inn and stagecoach stop for nearly 90 years.  It is one of the oldest structures in Grant County and was placed on the National Register in 1977.

For most of the 20th century, the inn and outbuildings were rented to tenant farmers, and minimal repairs were made.  Thus the house remained historically intact, but fell into a state of severe neglect.  Today the wood-frame tavern is owned by the Grant County Board of Education.

In 2007, a group of individuals concerned for its future formed “Friends of Sherman Tavern,” obtaining permission to clean out the building and clear brush from the grounds.  Later that year a plan for its rehabilitation was developed and presented to the school board.  Community leaders, historians and others were engaged in the project, and in early 2008 work began.

By 2011 more than $30,000 had been raised and spent on preserving the building – all from private donations, yard sales, bake sales and dinners.  An estimated 6,000 man-hours were donated by a core group of about 20 men and women, assisted by inmates of the Grant County Detention Center.

Work continues today as the restoration process continues, but the Friends of Sherman Tavern’s goal is in sight, as the building is put back into use as a community meeting place, museum and educational learning lab.

For their commitment, hard work, teamwork and leadership, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Grassroots Preservation Award goes to Friends of Sherman Tavern.
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Preservation Project Award

The Cox Building, Maysville

Located on the corner of Market and Third Street in the heart of Maysville’s historic district, the Cox Building is an architectural gem and true local landmark.  Built as a Masonic Temple in 1887 by Lieutenant Governor William H. Cox, the Queen Anne-style building has 19,500 square feet and many unique features, including gargoyles along the roofline, Masonic symbols in the stained glass, and two magnificent ballrooms with Masonic art gilded on the ceiling and walls.

Ten years ago, time and neglect had taken its toll. The obvious deterioration of this iconic building spurred the formation of a grassroots community organization that successfully lobbied the city to make its preservation a top priority.  This led to the city’s purchase of the building for $200,000 in December 2006, and a commitment to begin the process of stabilization and rehabilitation.  

The city retained Dr. Orloff Miller to perform an architectural survey and evaluation, which provided the historical context and backdrop before rehabilitation could begin.  This move later proved to be an invaluable decision.  The Kentucky Heritage Council was also a key partner.
A façade grant from the Renaissance on Main program enabled exterior work, and through the city’s outreach to Senator Mitch McConnell, $2.6 million dollars was allocated from the Federal Omnibus bill in September 2009. The project was underway!  Then tragedy struck.  A devastating fire in November 2010 destroyed the top two floors of this five-story building and did significant damage throughout.  But without hesitation, the city decided to continue to move forward.  Fortunately, a $7.3 insurance settlement made this possible.

The city once again consulted its partners and acted to stabilize the building, assess damage and formulate a plan to restore as much historic fabric as possible, leveraging $220,000 in federal and state rehabilitation tax credits in the process.  On September 7th last year, a ribbon-cutting ceremony took place, and the long process of returning this beautiful building to service was complete.

Today the rehabilitation of the Cox Building is having a major, positive impact in the community, and it goes on record as one of the most significant endeavors that the city of Maysville and the Maysville Renaissance/Main Street program have undertaken. 

For this achievement, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award is presented for rehabilitation of the Cox Building to Mayor David Cartmell
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Preservation Project Award

Rockcastle River Historic Truss Bridge 

The preservation and restoration of Rockcastle River Bridge is an excellent example of the power of advocacy, and working together to reassess and re-align project goals to the benefit of all.

Also known as the Highway 490 bridge, this circa 1930s-era Pennsylvania Petit steel truss bridge linking Rockcastle and Laurel counties is one of only three still existing in Kentucky.  But in 2006, it was scheduled to be replaced.  Engineering studies had been completed, land acquired, and construction plans readied to build a modern, concrete structure high above Rockcastle River, which would require removing part of a mountain.

However, London native Jim Hays had other ideas.  With 20 years of experience in non-profit conservancy work, Jim was dedicated to bringing all facts about the sensitive species living in the wild and scenic river to the attention of the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet for another look at the project.  He left no stone unturned and no door unopened, including Governor Beshear’s.

As a result, the Transportation Cabinet reassessed its initial proposal to demolish and rebuild a new bridge, and instead adopted an alternative option to clean, repair and paint the existing bridge.  This resulted in preserving an important and useful historic resource, and left the sensitive natural environment and watershed intact.

“Kentucky is losing historic truss bridges statewide at an alarming rate,” said Craig Potts of the Kentucky Heritage Council.  “The success of this project is particularly timely for its ability to underscore the argument that historic truss bridge repair and preservation can still meet our modern transportation needs...”

Rehabilitation of the bridge also saved time, money – at well over $1 million dollars, and preserved a historic link in the Sheltowee Trace National Recreational Trail.  According to Phil Logsdon, with the Transportation Cabinet’s Division of Environmental Analysis, “We are very proud of this project… it was a watershed for KYTC.  We have a conversation started now, and we’ve had some serious discussions with our district bridge engineers about other bridge projects.” 

In recognition of the passionate advocacy efforts of Jim Hays to save the Highway 490 bridge, and the willingness of the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet to reassess its initial decision to rebuild, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award is presented for rehabilitation of the Rockcastle River Historic Truss Bridge
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Preservation Project Award 

Sadieville Rosenwald School

The Sadieville Rosenwald School in the small Scott County community of Sadieville is not unlike others scattered across Kentucky, in that its modest construction can sometimes cause it to be overlooked for its true value – as a historic setting for the education of African American schoolchildren in the segregated South.

Fortunately for Sadieville, City Clerk Cindy Foster and Mayor Claude Christensen already knew that the small white, frame building owned by Mount Pleasant Baptist Church had historic value, which is why the city purchased it for $15,000, with the intention to rehabilitate it for use as a cultural heritage center.  Only later did they discover it was a Rosenwald School, one of about 5,000 across the nation built through the generosity of Sears chairman Julius Rosenwald and his family, who established a fund that built schools for rural African Americans from 1917 through 1932.

According to Mayor Christensen, “Sadieville has a rich history that most folks are not aware of.  It’s true that some of the population is not interested in the historical preservation value, but we have a rare piece of history in the middle of town, and if we want to make Sadieville a destination, we need to attend to all of our resources.” 

Preservation of the Sadieville Rosenwald School was a true community effort, but Cindy and Mayor Christensen led the way.  Cindy wrote grants and created partnerships with other entities to support the rehabilitation project, including Preservation Kentucky and the University of Louisville.  $10,000 came from Toyota Motor Manufacturing, $5,000 from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and $2,000 from the Friends of Sadieville, created in 2009 to “enhance community identity and heritage, foster a center of activity, and ensure economic stability and sustainability,” among other goals.

Mayor Christensen was instrumental in working with government entities to engage support and monetary donations.  Volunteers did much of the physical work, and Mayor Christensen “put in his own share of elbow grease,” according to the nomination.  Today, an oral history project is underway to help document the experiences of those who attended the school.

In recognition of the rehabilitation of Sadieville Rosenwald School, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Project Award is presented to Mayor Claude Christensen and Cindy Foster
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Service to Preservation Award

Nancy Adams, Pine Mountain Settlement School
Nancy Adams became director of Pine Mountain Settlement School in 2002, just in time to shepherd the school through the last decade of its first 100 years.  2013 marks the school’s centennial, and because of Nancy’s leadership and dedication to preservation, the buildings on this National Historic Landmark campus stand ready to serve for the next 100 years.

The school was founded to serve children in the mountains of Southeastern Kentucky, and programs have evolved to meet changing needs.  When Nancy took over, multiple historic buildings on the campus required restoration, so she collaborated with the Kentucky Heritage Council to focus the school’s educational mission on preserving its historic status by initiating a series of preservation training workshops on site.

Nancy took the initiative and financial risk to coordinate these training workshops, and with the Heritage Council’s expertise, identified experts to lead them.  Since 2003, the Pine Mountain School for Practical Historic Preservation has presented three, week-long workshops each year, attracting participants from across the nation who learned a variety of skills by performing hands-on repairs to the historic buildings on campus.  Instruction included window repair and restoration, masonry and plaster repair, log and shingle construction, removal of vinyl siding and repair of original wood siding, roof repair, and rebuilding dry-laid stone walls.

Nancy coordinated schedules on campus, engaged local maintenance staff to benefit from the training, and ensured that participants had good meals and a good experience while based in Harlan County.  

Many of the instructors were members of the Preservation Trades Network, a nonprofit membership organization founded to provide education and outreach for traditional building trades.  The workshops have received national and international attention and been featured as a training model in Kentucky and by the Preservation Trades Network.

The national exposure also resulted in the campus being selected for a significant study in 2011 by a consortium known as the Window Preservation Standards Collaborative, seeking to establish national standards for historic window preservation.  This work has the potential to have a worldwide impact, once the results are released.

Nancy has announced her departure in June.  She leaves behind a legacy of creativity and innovation worthy of this school.  In recognition, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award is presented to Nancy Adams.
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Service to Preservation Award

Keith Nagle, Discover Downtown Middlesboro
Looking back at Keith Nagle’s accomplishments, one is reminded of a scene from the classic movie “It’s a Wonderful Life,” where the character George Bailey is given the opportunity to see what his town would have been like, had he never been born.  One might see the same parallel in Middlesboro, where Keith Nagle is concerned.  Such is the impact that he has had.  Today, Middlesboro is a better place because of him.

A lifelong resident and local attorney, Mr. Nagle understands how history and preservation are important building blocks for community revitalization.  He demonstrated this more than 25 years ago when he undertook one of the first Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credit projects in Bell County, rehabilitating a building at 1914 Cumberland Avenue, which has housed his law office ever since.

For much of the past decade he has been involved in the start-up and management of Discover Downtown Middlesboro Inc., the local Main Street program.  He was a founding member of the board, and in recent years, as president, he has helped to secure stable public funding from the city and county that has helped the program to grow.  Grants have been aggressively pursued, and results are beginning to show.  According to his nomination, “buildings are being fixed up, new businesses are starting, and for the first time in a long while people are upbeat and positive about the future of the downtown.”

Perhaps Mr. Nagle’s greatest accomplishment to date is his role in helping to secure donation of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Home to Discover Downtown Middlesboro.  He donated his time to represent DDM as legal counsel in the negotiations, and the property was acquired in December.  Since then, efforts have been made to stabilize the building, a structural engineer has been brought in to perform an analysis, and an out-of-state developer has expressed interested in investing $4 to $5 million dollars to create high-quality, yet affordable housing in the heart of the downtown.  This proposal also has the potential to encompass several other downtown buildings, and other partners are coming forward.

In recognition of his ongoing dedication and service to historic preservation in Middlesboro, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award is presented to Keith Nagle
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Service to Preservation Award 
Blue Grass Trust for Historic Preservation deTours Committee, led by board member sponsor Pamela Perlman
Preservation is generating a buzz these days in Lexington, through an exciting new program created by a committee of the Blue Grass Trust for Historic Preservation, seeking to attract a new generation of young professionals to become more engaged in their community.

Since January 2011, the young and young at heart have been invited to gather at various downtown locations to learn about the history, preservation and reuse of historic buildings, and tour places not ordinarily open to the public.  Dubbed “de-Tours,” these outings take place the first Wednesday of each month and are free and open to the public.  A cocktail hour follows at a nearby location.

The deTours are literally opening doors to unique locations and providing a social venue to encourage residents to become more familiar with local history and the process and benefits of adaptive reuse.  Some of the buildings toured have been in various stages of rehabilitation, while others are well-known local landmarks.  The most popular deTour to date was last June, the historic Botherum mansion in the Woodward Heights neighborhood.  800 people showed up!  So many that traffic was shut down for a time.

Other deTours have included Latrobe’s Pope Villa, walking tours of historic East Third Street and Western Suburb, Table Three Ten Restaurant, the Lexington Opera House, carriage houses in Gratz Park, Central Christian Church, the Federal Building, and the Ades Dry Goods Building, among others.

According to the nomination, “this program could be a model for all preservation organizations, as it can be adapted to individual communities.  The educational opportunities are countless, and this program has proven the ability to attract younger generations to appreciate our historic environments.”

The nomination goes on to say, “This deTours program, while free to the public, has become priceless in the world of preservation.”

In recognition of this achievement, the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Service to Preservation Award is presented to the Blue Grass Trust deTours committee, led by Board Member Sponsor Pamela Perlman; and co-chairs Jason Sloan, Mollie Eblen and Peter Brackney; committee members Will Adams, Rachel Alexander, Grant Mills and Brandon Warren; and Blue Grass Trust executive director Sheila Omer Ferrell and board president Linda Carroll
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Memorial Award – Stephen L. Collins, Shelbyville

Our final award today goes to someone who is well known to most of us here in this room, certainly to all of you who have served for years as board members of the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation.

You have seen Steve Collins in action today as Chairman of the foundation, a role he has had for more years than anyone can remember. Mrs. Meigs recalls he has served in this capacity “at least ever since he first came to the Governor’s Mansion with his mother.” We all know her as former Governor Martha Layne Collins.

Yet in addition to serving the foundation, Steve has many accomplishments to his credit, and his influence and service to history and preservation in the Commonwealth extends to every corner of the state. He has served the preservation community since he was a teenager – giving his time, money and leadership to the field – and Kentucky is the better for it.

Steve is vice chairman of the Kentucky Heritage Council and a longstanding member of the board. He is currently chairman of the Kentucky Historic Properties Advisory Commission, which oversees maintenance, furnishings and repairs for the State Capitol and Old Governor’s Mansion, and here at the Executive Mansion.

As the wife and First Lady of Gov. Simeon Willis, Mrs. Ida Lee Willis had a connection to this beautiful, historic mansion, just as Steve and his family do. On June 16, 1984, Steve and his wife, Diane, married here. It was the first such wedding of the child of a Governor at the present mansion.

Professionally, Steve is an attorney and a funeral director with Hall-Taylor Funeral Home, a business with a long history linked to his family, and intertwined with generations of residents in Shelby and Spencer counties. Today, Hall-Taylor’s Shelbyville location is a familiar landmark at 1185 West Main Street, in a grand historic house constructed in the 1920s to resemble a Mediterranean-style villa.

Steve also has a passion for community service. He is a member and past president of the Shelbyville Kiwanis Club; past president of the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce; past secretary of the Shelby Development Corporation/local Main Street program; and a member, deacon and past moderator of the First Baptist Church of Shelbyville. He served on the Kentucky Bicentennial Commission, and was a candidate for Lieutenant Governor of Kentucky in 1991 and Mayor of Shelbyville in 1995.

Today, the board of the Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation has chosen to honor Steve for his many contributions to preservation in the Commonwealth, and for his leadership of this foundation, which has presented these awards, recognizing excellence in preservation, for 35 years now. Mrs. Meigs calls Steve “a tower of strength in all good things. He has been our backbone and helped carry this legacy forward. I can’t tell you how proud I am of him.”

Please join me, and Mrs. Meigs, in honoring Steve as we present him with the 2013 Ida Lee Willis Memorial Award.
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