
    
NPS Form 10-900         OMB Control No. 1024-0018 

expiration date 03/31/2022 
   
  

1 
 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
 
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  _Elmendorf ___________________________________________ 
Other names/site number: ___FA-557___________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      ____________________________NA_______________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
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4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
Private:  

 
 Public – Local 

 
 Public – State  

 
 Public – Federal 
 
 Category of Property 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Number of Resources within Property 

x
 
   
  
 
  
x
 
  

 
  
x
 
   
  
 

 
  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Elmendorf     Fayette County, Kentucky 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 1-6 page 3 
 

Contributing   Noncontributing 
___ __21__ _____   ______  __7____  buildings 

 
____ _3______   _________1____  sites 
 
_____17________   ________10____  structures  
 
_____________   _____________  objects 
 
_____41________   ________18____  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___1 (Farm was 
part of district that was removed from NRHP)______ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
 

DOMESTIC/SINGLE DWELLING 
DOMESTIC/SECONDARY STRUCTURE 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: ANIMAL 
FACILITY 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: 
AGRICULTURAL FIELD  
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: BARN 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: 
HORTICULTURAL FACILITY 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: 
AGRICULTURAL OUTBUILDING  
TRANSPORTATION: BRIDGE 
FUNERARY/CEMETERY 
TRANSPORTATION: rail-related  
LANDSCAPE: OBJECT 

 
Current Functions 
  

DOMESTIC/SINGLE DWELLING 
DOMESTIC/SECONDARY STRUCTURE 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: ANIMAL 
FACILITY 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: 
AGRICULTURAL FIELD  
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: BARN 
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AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: 
AGRICULTURAL OUTBUILDING  
TRANSPORTATION: BRIDGE 
FUNERARY/CEMETERY 
LANDSCAPE: OBJECT 
  

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19TH & 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: COLONIAL REVIVAL, NEOCLASSICAL 
 LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: CRAFTSMAN 

LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: PRAIRIE      
SCHOOL 

 ___________________ 
 

 
Materials: Principal exterior materials of the property: WOOD, BRICK, STONE, STUCCO, 
CONCRETE, TILE, TERRA COTTA 

 
Narrative Description 
Summary Paragraph 
Elmendorf Farm (FA-557) is a historic farm located some six miles from Lexington, Kentucky, in 
northeast Fayette County. The farm fronts on the former Maysville or Limestone Road, which is 
now known as Paris Pike (US 27/98), as well as having frontage along Iron Works Pike (KY 1973). 
The property has been known as Elmendorf since 1881, and has operated as a Thoroughbred horse 
farm since 1874. The property is being interpreted for its architectural and agricultural values as 
they converge within the historic concept “gentleman farm,” a significant type of property in 
Kentucky and elsewhere. The nominated property consists of 701.53 contiguous acres (see aerial 
photo, next page). There are 58 resources, 41 of which are contributing, and 18 that are non-
contributing. Elmendorf was part of a historic district that was nominated in 1977. The district, 
“lined on both sides with scenic horse farms which give an aesthetic, parklike aspect to the 
landscape,”1 was listed but then later delisted following procedural issues regarding owner 
notification.2 The historic Paris Pike turnpike road, along which Elmendorf lies, has become a 
four-lane paved road with an expansive median that contains stone wall remnants and large trees. 

                                                      
1  Richard S. DeCamp. “Paris Pike Historic Destruct.” Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. Copy 
on file at the Lexington –Fayette Urban County Government Division of Historic Preservation. Listed 1977, then 
delisted.  
2 At the time, the corridor was the subject of transportation project. Following the delisting, each individual property 
that qualified was determined eligible by the Keeper.  Property owners engaged in lawsuits for over 40 years before 
a successful Section 106 process was completed early in the 21st century, with a widened roadway designed to be 
context sensitive.  
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Elmendorf     Fayette County, Kentucky 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 5 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Elmendorf     Fayette County, Kentucky 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 6 
 

 
 
Change in Ownership of the property over time 
The farm rose to fame during the tenure of multi-millionaire James B. Haggin (1897-1914), a 
Kentucky native who made his wealth primarily in copper and gold mining in the West, although 
Haggin invested widely. But while Haggin transformed the built environment, he was the fourth 
owner in the farm’s postbellum period, and he would be followed by three additional owners 
during the property’s Period of Significance.  
 
Just as Haggin did not buy raw land untouched by human hands, he also took existing visions of a 
high class Bluegrass horse farm as a way of reshaping Elmendorf.  Well within the antebellum 
period, the notion of the gentleman farmer was developed, and those ideas provided a foundation 
for James B. Haggin’s ambitious and extraordinary efforts to shape land, bricks, and stone into a 
physical representation of his influence and power.  
 
 
 
Historic owners at Elmendorf 
Milton H. Sanford 1874-1881 
Daniel Swigert 1881-1891  
Cornelius Enright 1891 -1897 
James B. Haggin 1897-1914 (death, the dispersal of the farm began in 1917) 
Joseph E. Widener 1920-1943 
Peter A. B. Widener II 1943-1948 
Maxwell Gluck 1952-1984 
 
 
Milton H. Sanford 1874-1881 
 
Sanford, a native of Massachusetts, made his money in cotton manufacturing – mainly from selling 
blankets to the highest bidder during the Civil War. A “quiet and unassuming gentleman,” Sanford 
“spent a large portion of his life engaged in business pursuits in the South, had witnessed a great 
deal of racing, and was well acquainted with Southern turfmen.”3 
 
Sanford entered the world of turfmen in 1865.  In 1874, he moved his Preakness Stud from New 
Jersey to Lexington. He was the first to purchase Elmendorf and attempted to extract horse racing 
laurels from the limestone soil. It is not known what buildings existed on the site prior to Sanford’s 
ownership, although it had been continuously farmed since the early 19th century and the arrival 
of Euro-Americans. Sanford made “costly and lasting improvements” at the farm. 4 
 

                                                      
3 “Elmendorf.” The Courier-Journal, November 30, 1883, 5. 
4 Ibid.  
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Sanford dubbed the farm “Preakness” after the foal, sired by the famous Lexington that he bought 
from A. J. Alexander.5 That horse would go on to have a successful racing career and the Preakness 
Stakes was named in his honor.6 Described as a “leader of the turf in his day,” in a 1924 article, 
Sanford’s tenure along North Elkhorn Creek was short. His successor would boast of even more 
ties to the antebellum Thoroughbred industry.  
 
Daniel Swigert 1881-1891  
 
Daniel Swigert, “Prince of Breeders,” learned the horse business under the able tutelage of Robert 
A. Alexander of Woodburn Farm in Woodford County, Kentucky, purchased “Preakness Farm” 
from Milton H. Sanford in 1881. 7It is Swigert that bestowed the name Elmendorf upon this 
acreage. Swigert was the former manager of Woodburn Farm, and along with the acreage, acquired 
several of Sanford’s horses. In buying the farm, the farms identity shifted from the influence of 
east coast horsemen back to western, or Kentucky, breeders. Swigert was a “clear-cut typical 
Kentuckian,” a native of Franklin County, Kentucky, and the scion of a “sterling family.”8 
 
Prior to moving to the Maysville Road and the North Elkhorn Creek, Swigert made a name for 
himself in racing. His horses won nearly all of the important fixed events in the country. Buying 
Elmendorf was seen as a retirement from the turf and a future of breeding.  
 
During Swigert’s decade at Elmendorf, he developed it into a “splendid estate,”9 but little is known 
about what this high praise means or entails. Swigert and his family resided, apparently full-time, 
at Elmendorf.10 The frame house was apparently built during Sanford’s reign at the farm, “modern 
in architecture” with “every accommodation that is possible to have in a country house.”11 The 
house was described as an “elegant mansion house situated near the road, amidst picturesque 
surroundings.”12 
 
There is one historic photograph of Elmendorf prior to the extensive building campaign led by 
Haggin. It shows a house, not too far from the site of the Manager’s House (NR #1), perhaps 
slightly to the north of that site. From the angle of the photograph, it is clear that the house faces 
east and is very close to the turnpike.   
 
It is impossible to discern the exterior cladding from the image, but it is a two-story dwelling with 
Italianate details (paired brackets at the cornice, segmentally arched windows) – a perfectly stylish 
                                                      
5 A.J. Alexander was the brother of Robert A. Alexander of Woodburn Farm, where Daniel Swigert learned the 
Thoroughbred trade. After R.A. Alexander died in 1867, A.J. Alexander took over the famed Woodburn Stud.  
6 Not, however, a long stud career. Shipped to England to stand, the horse was shot by his owner, the Duke of 
Hamilton. The Duke’s action prompted the passage of humane animal treatment laws in England.  
7 Elmendorf.” The Courier-Journal, November 30, 1883, 5. 
8 Ibid.  
9 Karl Raitz and Nancy O’Malley. Kentucky’s Frontier Highway: Historical Landscapes Along the Maysville Road. 
(Lexington, Kentucky: The University Press of Kentucky, 2012), 146. 
10 After Swigert sold Elmendorf, he had a new house constructed in the fashionable Fayette Park neighborhood of 
downtown Lexington.  
11 Elmendorf.” The Courier-Journal, November 30, 1883, 5. 
12 “Presented to Society.” The Kentucky Leader, May 14, 1890, 5.  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Elmendorf     Fayette County, Kentucky 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 8 
 

edifice for Kentucky in the last quarter of the 19th century. Two interior chimneys pierce the side 
gable roof, and a porch with paired posts (likely chamfered and not turned) and elaborate fretwork 
and spandrels, wraps around the façade and the side elevations. A one-story service ell extends 
from the rear of the house, and on the south side of the house, a warren of post and rail fences 
extend out from a frame barn clad in vertical board boxing. This stable (no longer extant) was 
fairly typical of horse stables of the period, with small rectangular windows on the long sides (it 
appears to have been a 20-stall barn) and sliding doors on the gable end. In other words, a very 
common transverse frame barn popular in Kentucky for generations.  
 

Circa 1898 image of Elmendorf. The buildings shown are not extant, but the dwelling is located roughly where the 
Manager’s House (NR #1) is now. 

  
Swigert initially concentrated on raising and selling yearlings. Between 1882 and 1890, he held 
seven yearling sales, selling “307 colts and fillies for the large sum of $295,085, an average of 
$961.18.”13  In the fall of 1890, not long before he would sell Elmendorf, Swigert announced that 
he had held his last yearly sale. He intended to return to the turf, and the produce of Elmendorf 
“will be trained and raced in his colors.”14It may have been the falling prices of Thoroughbreds or 
other investments that led Swigerto sell Elmendorf. One newspaper account declared that at 
Elmendorf “Mr. Swigert made the fortune in race horses which he afterwards lost in business 
ventures.” 15 
 
 
Cornelius Enright 1891 -1897 
On November 23, 1891, Cornelius J. Enright of Louisville, Kentucky, became the next owner of 
the celebrated Elmendorf Farm. Enright paid $65,000 (cash) for 544 and ¾ acres.16 Another 
Kentucky native followed in Swigert’s footsteps, but Enright’s pedigree differed substantially 

                                                      
13 “Weekly Turf Budget.” The Kentucky Leader, January 20, 1889, 3.  
14 “Dan Swigert Will Race.” The Kentucky Leader, September 3, 1890, 2.  
15 S.A. Smith, “Elmendorf and Its Owner,” The Morning Herald, April 21, 1901, 4. 
16 “Elmendorf Sold.” The Courier-Journal, November 24, 1891, 5.  
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from his predecessor.  The son of Irish immigrants, Enright grew up in Louisville and he was first 
and foremost a businessman.  
 
Enright owned and operated pool rooms in Louisville and Northern Kentucky, even being deemed 
“the Covington pool-room man” by the Cincinnati Enquirer.  His Covington pool room, the 
Suburban, operated at a time when Covington was “the Mecca for all of the big racing bettors of 
the West.”17 ‘Con’ Enright may have been a breeder and trainer, but he also operated on the other 
side of the sport. Pool rooms in the late 19th century functioned as betting shops, making “off-track 
wagering possible offering direct competition with the racetracks.”18 
 
In 1892, Enright had a telegraph line run out to his house at Elmendorf and “will have a private 
instrument put in for communication with his pool rooms at Covington and Louisville and for 
general use in his business.”19 Notices about Enright or Elmendorf in the turf notes of the day 
between 1892 and 1896 are scarce. He certainly bought a great deal of broodmares, notably buying 
Lady Reel while she was in foal with the colt that would become Hamburg but selling occurred 
less frequently. In 1895, he sent a lot of yearlings to Tattersalls in New Jersey.  
 
Enright’s tenure at Elmendorf seemed beset with money woes, but that may not have been because 
of personal profligacy, but rather the downtown in the racing market and the increasing calls for 
reform in racing.  He made a not-insubstantial investment at Elmendorf, replacing all of the fences, 
and changing the paddocks “to suit his fastidious taste.”20 “As seen from the road, the place 
suggests a summer watering place, with its avenues and its neat, attractive stalls, about 75 yards 
apart; each one is fully ventilated and roomy, and is the home of two youngsters.” There was also 
a model cowhouse for Enright’s herd of Jersey, a steam boiler, a mash room “for cooking feed for 
the youngsters, and a large commodious circle barn for broodmares.”21 
 
In the fall of 1896, Enright consigned his herd of Jersey cattle, “selected with great care and at 
great expense…from the celebrated ‘Raceland Herd’ of Mr. Catesby Woodford, Paris, KY.”22 Just 
a few months later, in February 1897, Enright put the farm on the market.   
 
An account of the property as Haggin bought it gives us perhaps the best view into the physical 
arrangement of space under Enright.  The Morning Herald reported that Haggin paid $54,500 for 
544 acres of land, which included a “modern and complete” residence, from the porch of which 
“the owner can see every part of the estate and every head of stock upon it.” There were barns with 
140 box stalls, “two miles of stone and three miles of plank fencing, with running water in every 
field and paddock. Paddocks for yearlings numbered over 40, each with small barns or run-in 
sheds. The previous owner, Cornelius Enright, was speculated to have spent over $30,000 in 
improvements to the farm before it sold.”23   

                                                      
17 “Poolroom Suit.” The Cincinnati Enquirer, May 23, 1903, 3. 
18 Wall, How Kentucky Became Southern, 172. 
19 “A Private Wire.” The Kentucky Leader, September 19, 1892, 4. 
20 “Two Model Breeding Establishments in Kentucky,” The Southern Planter, January 1895, 20 
21 Ibid.  
22 “Fine Jerseys.” The Daily Leader, September 19, 1896, 4.  
23 The Morning Herald, February 14, 1897.  
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James B. Haggin 1897-1914 
On Valentine’s Day 1897, a small notice appeared at the bottom of page four of the Morning 
Herald. “For Sale, Lease, Trade for City Property” the brief one column wide notice read. 
Elmendorf Farm was on the market again. The farm’s house was advertised as having hot and cold 
water, gas, bath rooms, and a telephone.24   
 
Those improvements by Enright were soon wiped from the landscape. As is oft-cited in 
contemporary accounts, Haggin decided to model his Kentucky estate on the work for the 
Vanderbilts at Biltmore in North Carolina. “In erecting a white palace in the Blue Grass Region of 
Kentucky, and in preparing a site for it, Mr. J.B. Haggin did for the State what Mr. George 
Vanderbilt did for North Carolina – took the natural features of a landscape rich in possibilities 
and, sparing no expense or labor, developed it to the highest point of which art and invention is 
capable.”25 

 

No detail was too small to be overlooked, and Haggin evidenced no compunction about spending 
his money. A great deal of his fortune was spent in creating the landscape he thought was 
appropriate at Elmendorf. There were many farms to which he could look for inspiration (guided 
by his architect and landscape designers and gardeners) and gentleman farmers of the mid-19th 
century to serve as role models for shaping and controlling the landscape.  The individual feature 
descriptions below give greater view of these changes.   
 
Joseph E. Widener, 1920-1943 
Joseph Early Widener was “the most influential molder of turf affairs in his day,” and with his 
initial purchase of 213 acres of Haggin’s Elmendorf in 1920, extended his reach into the Bluegrass 
horse country.  Widener had no use for palaces like Green Hills; the Philadelphia native lived in 
the family’s Lynnwood Hall, the famous 110-room mansion designed by Horace Trumbauer – the 
latter who would employ his design talents at Elmendorf. In 1929, Widner had Haggin’s mansion 
razed, citing high taxes on the house as the main reason for its demolition.  
 
Even prior to the demolition of Green Hills, Widener took over the Manager’s House (NR #1) at 
Elmendorf for his visits to the farm. Trumbauer designed an addition to the house and once Green 
Hills was demolished, incorporated several elements from that building into the renovated 
Manager’s House.  
 
Widener’s immense wealth and the already-improved farm meant that he could indulge in horses 
and art. A 1924 publication about Elmendorf proclaimed that “Famous Kentucky Stud Maintaining 
its Prestige under Ownership of Joseph E. Widener” and that “Mr. Widener has a regal group of 
matrons of the most fashionable blood at Elmendorf, in charge of that capable expert, George 
Terry.” 26 

                                                      
24 Ibid.  
25 Knight and Greene, Country Estates of the Blue Grass, 1904, p. 107.  
26 C.J. Fitzgerald. “Thoroughbreds at Elmendorf.” The Field Illustrated , July 1924, Volume 34, 11-13. 
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He added several – more practical – barns to the farm and hired Trumbauer to design new barns. 
It is likely that Trumbauer was responsible for the additions to the Combination Barn and the Stud 
Barn. Elmendorf would stay in the Widener family until his son, Peter A. B. Widener, died in 
1948. Peter’s time at the helm was short, but he and his young family appear to have lived mostly 
full-time in Lexington.  
 
Horace Trumbauer, Architect  
Born in 1869, Horace Trumbauer established an office in Philadelphia in 1892. He designed 
17 buildings on the campus of Duke University in North Carolina, estates in Philadelphia, and 
many “cottages” in Newport, Rhode Island. Most of Trumbauer’s buildings, including his famous 
Normandy Barn, are no longer part of Elmendorf Farm, his influence can be seen in the Gothic-
like interiors of the two small stucco Stud barns (NR #s 8 and 12).  
 
It is not known conclusively whether any of Horace Trumbauer’s designs for Joseph Widener in 
the 1920s and 1930s include the extant buildings on this site, the original Elmendorf.27 Trumbauer 
designed “Cottage in the Woods” for Haggin’s mother-in-law in 1911, so he was certainly active 
in the area. Trumbauer did design the additions and alterations to the Manager’s House (NR #1), 
and likely designed the two stucco-clad Stallion Barns (NR#s 8 and 12). It is not known whether 
he was responsible for the additions to the Combination Barn (NR #7), or if that happened as 
Haggin’s operation and focus grew and shifted.   
 
 
Maxwell Gluck, 1952-1984 
 
Gluck, a native of Texas, headed Elmendorf for over 30 years. The founder of a nationwide chain 
of women’s clothing stores, Gluck was a force in the racing and breeding world. In 1970, Gluck 
was the top Thoroughbred owner in the country based on prize money won. Three years later, he 
was recognized as the nation’s leading breeder. Two barns and one structure are positively 
attributed to Gluck (NR #s 36-38), while a fourth (NR #25) may have been constructed during his 
tenure. More than anything, Gluck kept the Elmendorf name alive and the farm in good shape, and 
didn’t add structures unsympathetic to the existing architecture.  
 
 
 
Character of Elmendorf’s setting and property changes over time 
Elmendorf has changed hands five times since Haggin’s death in 1914, yet the landscape of the 
farm that he impressed on the land has remained recognizable, even as the number of acres 
associated with Elmendorf has fluctuated. Several structures built during Haggin’s tenure have 
been lost, some while Haggin was still at the helm of Elmendorf, and others in the years that 
followed. The demolition of Green Hills, Haggin’s palatial mansion, is perhaps the most obvious 
change. A full account of the existence and loss of other site features must rely upon primary 

                                                      
27 Haggin’s original 544-acre purchase ballooned to more than 10,000 acres of land in Fayette, Scott, and Bourbon 
Counties.  
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sources of the time. This author has not found an inventory of structures on the farm during 
Haggin’s ownership. Most of his personal (and estate) papers were destroyed at his death, per his 
wishes. No record of Copeland’s papers or designs has been located either, though the author did 
communicate with his great-granddaughter.  
 
Until Haggin’s death, construction – and reconstruction – was taking place all over the farm 
landscape. The 1907 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map displays some of the “Country Estate of J.B. 
Haggin,” though in a very schematic form.  Individual buildings are shown, but in isolation from 
each other, fit neatly into boxes on the page but abstracted from their actual relationship with each 
other. This single-year glimpse identifies outbuildings likely intended for short-term use to serve 
until more permanent buildings could be completed. The Sanborn map shows numerous frame 
outbuildings, including a wagon shop, a wagon and hay shed, and a poultry house, but without 
knowing where (or how temporary) these buildings were, they might best be included on a list of 
ephemeral features contained on the farm.28  
 
Some of the known features that once stood on the farm and were of a more enduring nature: 

● Green Hills: Haggin’s house, designed by Copeland, and demolished by Widener in 1929.  
● Power plant: this stood by the main farm entrance (NR #22), behind (west) of the Farm 

Office (NR #5). Date of demolition is unknown.  
● Grain elevator: this structure was adjacent to the power plant, at the main farm entrance 

(NR #22). Date of demolition is unknown. 
● Broodmare barns: three round (or perhaps dodecagonal, as some sources refer to the barns 

as having 12 sides) were constructed in the first decade of the 20th century, presumably 
designed by Copeland. Two of these barns were destroyed by fire in 1908.29 The third barn 
was taken down sometime after 1986, when it recorded as part of the Historic American 
Buildings Survey.30 That barn was enlarged by Widener in 1930. 

● Tobacco barns: In 1909, Haggin ordered the construction of 11 tobacco barns at Elmendorf. 
While three of the barns still stand today, it is not known how many were successfully built 
and if so, when they were lost. In a 1913 article, the damages of a summer storm were 
especially bad at Elmendorf: “Ten barns were blown down on Mr. Haggin’s estate, a 
wooden silo was completely wrecked, one barn was struck by lightning and burned to the 
ground, and one tobacco barn in process of erection was turned and twisted and well-nigh 
ruined.”31 

● Stallion barn: This barn was designed by Copeland, and described in a 1901 newspaper 
article as “a brown red roofed structure of Brazilian tiling, contains at present but seven 
stalls, the other stallions finding temporary quarters in the large training barn. Another barn 
of like construction will, however, soon be under way, so that the training department will 
not be encroached on by the stallions.”32 This barn was on the far west side of Elmendorf, 
near Kenney Lane. It is not known when it was demolished.  

                                                      
28 Sanborn Insurance Company Maps, Lexington, Kentucky, 1907, map 87. 
29 “Lightning at Elmendorf.” Lexington Leader, Saturday, August 22, 1908, page 4. 
30 James Ben Ali Haggin Barn, 4160 Paris Pike (US 27, 68), Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky. HABS KY-171.  
31 “Storm Causes Heavy Damage Throughout Central Kentucky.” The Lexington Herald, Sunday, July 20, 1913, 
page 1.  
32  Smith, “Elmendorf and Its Owner,” 5. 
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● Greenhouses and conservatories: The greenhouse was completed about the same time as 
Green Hills, around 1901. The conservatories or fruit houses, were still under construction 
in 1913. Date of demolition is unknown. 

 
 
The Large Activity Areas of the Farm Today 
The transportation methods have perhaps changed the most since Haggin’s tenure at Elmendorf, 
but the pastoral appearance of the farm from Paris Pike is virtually the same. Rolling hills, divided 
into fields and paddocks by board fences painted black, and lined by stone walls at the road edge, 
host groups of horses, who seek shade under copses of trees encircled by more plank fence.  
 
The “activity zones” at Elmendorf, set within the stone and plank fencing, were linked by “more 
than 15 miles of macadamized roads on the estate.” 33 Though some buildings and structures 
present during Haggin’s period are now gone, the remaining buildings do not exist in a vacuum, 
and are connected by the intact farm roads within Elmendorf.  The circulation network is clearly 
visible from an aerial perspective. (See aerial map, below.)  

                                                      
 
33 Katharine A. Harrison. “Elmendorf The Farm Magnificent.” The Bourbon News, Augsut, 5, 1913. Pages 8- 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Elmendorf     Fayette County, Kentucky 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 14 
 

 
Haggin created four main activity zones. These zones are still intact and in operation. The main 
entrance to the farm (NR #23), for visitors and tourists, (all those not headed for the interior barns 
or part of farm business) and the business/farm operations entrance (NE #22), is Zone 1. This 
entrance contained the IR Station (NR #9) and the Manager’s house (NR #1) and enabled access 
to the farm office, the power plant, and the massive Combination Barn (NR #7). Additionally, later 
during the Haggin period or during Widener’s tenure, the two stud barns (NR #s 8 and 12) were 
placed within Zone 1, making this one of the most active and high-profile sections of the farm. 
 
The Combination barn is the central point that connects the two entrances off of Paris Pike. It is 
the central spoke in the hub of serious farm activity as well as the appearance and aura of the 
Elmendorf estate. After all, Elmendorf was not just Haggin’s gentleman farm and the manifestation 
of his achievements, but it was a prime tourist attraction. From the day that that building 
commenced at Haggin’s Elmendorf, the farm was the “principal point of interest in Fayette County 
to all sightseers and visitors.”  Between 200 and 300 people sought access to the farm each week 
after 1901 – and not only on farm business. Charles Berryman, the manager of Elmendorf, hired 
extra employees to show visitors about the farm.  
 
The influx of people prompted a philanthropic venture (though it is not known if it was carried 
out). Starting in 1906, one day each week at Elmendorf was reserved for “Visitor’s Day,” and the 
inexpensive admission (between 10 and 25 cents) was donated to a hospital maintenance fund.34 
Most of these tourists arrived on the Interurban, and entered the farm at the entry near the (NR 
#23) Manager’s House. The roads from both Paris Pike entrances discussed above met northwest 
of the Combination Barn, to form one roadway, lined with trees, that leads to the Lion’s Circle 
(NR #11), and then on to Green Hills (NR #10).  
 
Zone 2 comprises what was initially the most private area at Elmendorf – the Gate Lodge (NR #2) 
and entrance to Haggin’s home. Today, this zone, set off of Iron Works Pike, is still a more private 
area, with homes (both historic and non-historic, NR #s 2, 56, 57) belonging to farm managers and 
employees located near the gateway. Given the lack of aerial imagery from Haggin’s period, it is 
not known how much other building there was along the road leading from the Gate Lodge to 
Green Hills. Since Widener’s period, it has been a hub of farm activity, with barns/stables, training 
rings, and access to pastures. The arteries from Zones 1 and 2 meet at the Lion’s Circle (NR # 11).  
 
Zone 3 comprises the site of the former Haggin Mansion, and the buildings that served the house 
– the carriage house (NR # 3), a laundry, and the greenhouses and conservatories (NR # 4 and 14). 
Even now, one of the former tobacco barns (NR #14) is used as a maintenance barn, where the 
vehicles used to maintain the farm are housed, and a workshop enables carpentry and restoration 
services for the buildings at Elmendorf.  
 
Zone 4, reached from the main drive leading from Paris Pike, was likely once the most intensive 
agricultural area of the farm – barns, fields, and pastures, as well as employee houses.  
 

                                                      
34 “In Behalf of Charity,” Lexington Leader, January 9, 1906, page 6. 
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Haggin’s landholdings at the time of his death far surpassed the 701 acres included for this 
nomination, but the parcel proposed for nomination is the heart of his empire, and the original farm 
christened Elmendorf in 1881.  
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Individual Feature  Descriptions  
 
NR# 1 Contributing Building 
Manager’s House  
 
Ground was broken for the 2.5-story stone Manager’s House, designed by Copeland, in June 1900. 
Construction was completed in 1901 for the cost of $75,000.00. The dwelling is five bays wide, 
with a window/window/door/window/window fenestration pattern. It faces east, toward Paris Pike, 
and is visible from that roadway. The windows on the façade are a mixture of mullioned casement 
windows with transoms (on the south side of the entry door) with sills, and full-length casement 
windows with transoms (on the north side of the entry door) that function as doors. The façade 
windows on both the first and second stories have jackarches with keystones.  
 
 

 
 
 
The main entry door is flanked by leaded light sidelights and a three part leaded light transom, all 
framed by fluted pilasters and topped with a denticulated cornice. The entry door is contained 
within a slightly projecting bay, which provides for an entry vestibule before entering the central 
hall on the interior.  
 
Limestone steps flanked by ornate iron railings and stone wing walls lead to the spacious front 
porch that spans the façade. Single and triple Tuscan columns support the hipped roof porch. The 
original wood, open rail balustrade is no longer extant. Three frame, hipped roof dormers with 
paired six light casement windows light the full attic story on the façade. There is one attic dormer 
on the south and north elevations and two on the rear elevation. The asphalt shingle hipped roof 
has wide overhanging eaves and the cornice is detailed with dentils. The roof was originally clad 
with tile. This main block of the house has three interior stone chimneys. 
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A stone watercourse wraps the side and rear elevations, above two-light basement windows. 
Exterior access to the basement is located on the north side of the house. 
 
In 1927, Widener renovated the Manager’s House for his own use. The south and rear elevations 
of the main house received the most attention, though the first story façade windows were all 
changed from double-hung sash to the current tall French windows. The south elevation originally 
featured a porte-cochere and a small set of stone steps leading to a side entry door. A double-hung 
sash window was located to either side of the door.  
 
The south elevation now has three part mullioned windows in the library/living room; these 
windows were purportedly salvaged from Green Hills and incorporated into the Manager’s House. 
One of the chimneys was also taken down and it is likely that an interior wall was removed to take 
the south-facing first-story room one large space rather than two rooms with an entry hall.  
 
A two-story three-bay-wide stone addition was constructed to connect the original house with a 
one-story stone section at the rear. A stone dateplate reading “1927” is positioned in the center of 
the north and south elevations of the main addition. This hyphen is open on the ground floor and 
closed on the second. The hyphen has two arched passageways on the ground level; the one closest 
to the original house is much smaller than the central arch, which itself is flanked by two regular 
rectangular openings. A stone beltcourse separates the ground level from the upper story. The 
second story of the hyphen has three elongated portes-fenêtres windows with iron Juliette 
balconies on the second floor. The elongated 10-light French windows have four light transoms 
and a stone jackarch with a keystone.    
 
The one-story portion has stone chimneys on the north and south elevations, and 8-light casement 
windows flanked by louvered shutters. Like the main house, the windows have a stone jackarch 
with keystone and stone sills. A curved screened-in porch projects from the east and south 
elevations.  
 
NR #2 Contributing Building 
Green Hills Entry Gate Lodge at Ironworks Pike  
 
This 1.5-story stone dwelling is located at the Iron Works Pike entry to the farm, behind an ornate 
stone, metal, and red tile gateway. This house originally served as a gate lodge or gatekeeper’s 
house.   
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The house is three bays wide and rests on a stone foundation over a full basement. Like the main 
house, this dwelling features expansive eaves (the roof, like the roofs on the other buildings, was 
once red tile), stone jackarches, and a belt course of stone. Interestingly though, Copeland deviated 
from the standard hipped roof silhouette found on the other houses on the farm and this building 
received a vaguely Pagoda style roof – essentially, a flared pyramidal roof. Flared dormers with 
the same line light the upper story on all four elevations. Two of the dormer have sliding two-light 
windows, while two have 1/1 double-hung sash windows.  
 
The original core of the dwelling is three bays wide, with a window/window/door fenestration 
pattern on the façade, with the entry door situated under a recessed porch on the south side of the 
façade. The windows have been replaced and are now wood 1/1 double-hung sash windows with 
stone sills.   
 
A one-story addition wraps around the north and east elevations. It is not known when this addition 
was constructed, although it ties in well with the original house. The addition is one room deep 
and three bays wide (d/w/w) on the east elevation. A modern wood deck extends out from the entry 
door on the rear elevation.  
  
NR #3 Contributing Building 
Carriage House/Coach Barn  
 
The carriage house/coach barn is a Neoclassical edifice built of brick, and clad in structural tile, 
glazed terracotta, and cast stone. It faces roughly south – toward Ironworks Pike, but also toward 
the site of Green Hills. The building was connected via a tunnel to the former mansion. The 
building was designed with stalls for 16 mares, storage space for vehicles, and second floor 
apartments for farm employees.  
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The carriage house has a larger, two-story front portion (six bays deep), and a smaller, 1.5-story 
portion to the rear. Although both sections were finished in the same materials, the scale (including 
openings) of the rear portion is less, and it is likely that portion of the building, out of sight from 
Haggin’s mansion, was also more of the service area of the building. Each section of the building 
has a clerestory cupola providing additional light to the interior. Originally, the hipped roof of the 
carriage house was clad in tile, with coping at each ridgeline further accentuating the classical 
details like the quoins and pediment. The roof is now clad in asphalt shingles. Two interior brick 
flues pierce the roof of the front portion of the carriage house on the east and west sides of the 
cupola. These flues are not visible in the historic photos of the carriage house after construction.  
 
The south elevation of the carriage house is five bays wide, with a 
window/window/door/window/window fenestration pattern. The centrally placed double height 
arched entry way (a feature Copeland used often on the farm), is all trimmed in stone, with a 
pediment at the top and quoins along the sides, contains hinged, double wooden doors with a 
casement transom (flanked by two fixed lights) above. The first story windows are large, double-
hung sash windows, while the second story windows are much smaller casement windows. This 
window pattern is consistent on the three elevations of the front portion of the carriage house.  
 
Fenestration has been changed on the east elevation. It originally featured six windows on the first 
story, all wooden 6/6 double-hung sash. The upper story had five casement window openings and 
one opening possibly used for hauling baled hay above the stalls. All of the window sash has been 
replaced with a dark, light filtering glass 1/1 aluminum clad double-hung sash windows, likely to 
preserve the historic coaches and carriages now stored inside.  
 
The west elevation has one human-size door near the southwest corner, likely access to the 
apartments on the upper story. The remainder of the openings on the first floor are five double-
hung sash windows. All are replacement windows. The second story openings are unchanged, save 
for replacement of the original casements with aluminum clad sliding windows.  
 
The rear portion has some minor alterations. Although originally clad in the same tile bock as the 
front portion, the structural brick is now exposed on most of the east and west elevations, though 
it remains intact on the north elevation.  
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The original three double-hung sash windows on the east elevation of the rear portion of the 
carriage house have been replaced with three paired double-hung sash windows (replacement 
sash), and the open porch at the north gable end visible in historic photographs enclosed, with an 
additional paired double-hung sash window in that location. The open porch was enclosed and 
four small stalls added with a central double door entryway. The stalls have sliding doors, all half-
panel, half-glass. The stalls are quite small, and may date from Haggin’s entry into the Shetland 
pony market in 1907. The clerstory cupola on this section of the building has been clad in plywood.  
 
 
NR #4 Contributing Building 
Greenhouse Superintendent’s House 
 
This 1.5-story stone building is located on the northwest side of the farm, near the former 
greenhouse and faces south. The dwelling was built around 1900 for the Greenhouse 
Superintendent. 

 
 
 
 
It features the same characteristics of the other domestic buildings: expansive eaves (the roof, like 
the other buildings, was once red tile), stone jackarches, and a belt course of stone. The three-bay-
wide dwelling has a window/window/window fenestration pattern on the façade with 3/3 (vertical 
muntins) double-hung sash wood windows. The easternmost window on the façade is located 
underneath an integral shed roof porch that is recessed somewhat from the main plane of the 
façade. The porch has been screened-in, though originally it was open. The entry door is located 
on the side (west) wall of the porch.  
 
Windows on the east and west elevations are 2/2 double-hung sash wood windows, with a 
continuous stone belt course standing in for a sill. The rear elevation features another entry door 
within a small, projecting, hipped-roof vestibule. Stone steps with brick wingwalls lead to this 
entry door, which has a large stone lintel and a 6-light sidelight over two panels to one side. Wall 
dormers are located on four elevations. Three are two interior chimneys on the east and west 
elevations. The roof is clad in asphalt shingles and the eaves have exposed rafter tails.  
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NR #5 Contributing Building 
Farm Office 
 
The 1.5-story stone Farm Office is located at the main farm entrance. Behind the farm office was 
the Power Plant (no longer extant). The Gate House is now a farm residence. The building faces 
north, so that the east elevation is visible from Paris Pike.  
 
 

 
 
The five-bay-wide building has a door/window/window/window/door fenestration pattern on the 
façade. Windows have 6/6 wood double-hung sashes with a keystone lintel and a continuous stone 
belt course in place of a sill. The doors are half-glass, half-panel doors with a three-light transom 
and the same lintel treatment. There are two wall dormers on the façade, with three windows in 
each – a 6/6 double-hung sash window flanked by a 4/4 double-hung sash window. The east 
elevation has one wall dormer with one 4/4 double-hung sash window, while the single wall 
dormer on the west elevation has two 4/4 double-hung sash windows. The rear elevation, which 
looks out on to  a slightly terraced hillside, has two wall dormers, one with a single double-hung 
sash window, and the other with two double-hung sash windows.  
  
The building sits on a full basement, with a bulkhead cellar entry door (metal) on the north 
elevation. There are basement lights on the east elevation. The Gate House retains its historic red 
tile roof hipped roof, which is pierced by two interior stone chimneys. The cornice features a wide 
band of stone similar to the continuous sill course and exposed rafter tails.   
 
NR #6 Contributing Building 
Guard House and Gate 
 
The octagonal, stone Guard House sits back (west) from the Gate House (NR 5) and provided 
another level of security for the farm. If visitors made it through the farm entrance at Paris Pike 
(NR 22), and past the Farm Office, then they were confronted with another gated entryway, 
complete with a heated guard house. The walls are laid with rough cut stone, while the structural 
brick is exposed on the interior.  
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The building has three 6/6 double-hung sash wood windows, each with a stone sill and a stone 
jackarch. A stone belt course runs around the building at the top row of lights on the windows. The 
red tile roof rises to a point in a Pagoda-like style, similar to the gate Lodge (NE 2) at Ironworks 
Pike. The half-glass, half-panel wooden entry door opens onto a compact space with a wood floor, 
and ample natural light. Opposite the door is a small hearth, which may have only contained a 
small ventless stove, as there is vent or flue visible on the exterior of the building.  
 
The gateway is identical to that closer to the road (NR 22), minus the lights. It is a three part 
entryway of metal gates and stone piers. A human-sized gate, hinged on one side, is located to 
either side of a double vehicular gate.  
 
There are three stone piers of rough cut stone, with stone caps and bases, and wrought iron open 
rail gates with speared finials. The final and fourth pier is actually part of the guard house, and a 
human-sized gate hangs between it and the next pier.  
 
NR #7 Contributing Building 
Combination Barn (now Stock Barn) 
 
Haggin’s Combination Barn, as it was originally known, was built to house stallions and coaching 
horses. The solid masonry building (even the stall partitions are brick) is faced with brick and stone 
on the exterior. The first floor is dedicated to roomy stalls while an enormous loft spans the second 
story, with small rooms on the west side containing sleeping quarters for the men in charge of the 
horses.  
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The stone detailing takes a slightly different form on the Combination barn than it does on the 
other Copeland-designed buildings. The stone veneer is smooth yet irregular, and rises from the 
ground to the sill level of the windows.  
 
The cross aisle barn encourages ample ventilation; the numerous windows amplify the amount of 
fresh air in and out of the building. The barn is 17 bays long, with 6/6 paired and single double-
hung sash windows in the stalls, and on the second story are segmentally arched 9-light wooden 
casement windows. 
 
 
NR #8 Contributing Building 
Upper Stud Barn 
 
The stucco-clad Upper Stud barn is located on the west side of the Combination Barn (NR #7). It 
either dates from the late Haggin period or the early Widener tenure at Elmendorf. The distinctive 
silhouette of the barn is due to its gable on hip roof, clad in slate.  
 
Like the Lower Stud Barn (NR #12), this building is five bays wide, with a 
window/window/door/window/window fenestration pattern on the facade. Double sliding doors, 
three panel with a three-light fixed sash at the top, are centrally placed into a projecting entry 
vestibule on the façade. This leads into the aisle between the two stalls on the interior.  Paired six-
light wooden casement windows, with wooden sills, are located to either side. When the windows 
are closed, the sills extend beyond the opening, but when the windows are open, the edges of the 
sash line up with the end of the sills.  
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The south elevation has two, paired six-light wooden casement windows. The rear (west) elevation 
has seven windows: three directly across from the entryway are paired, 10-light wooden casement 
windows with wood sills. Paired six-light wooden casement windows, with wooden sills, are 
located in each stall.  
 
The Upper Stud barn has a one-story two-bay-wide side gable addition on the north end. This 
concrete block addition was constructed apparently to serve as a garage or storage space. It has a 
large sliding door and one window on the façade. The windows are mid-century two-light 
casement windows. The roof of the addition is clad in asphalt shingles.  
 
The interior of the barn is open and airy. The unqiue roof allows for a high ceiling, which is left 
exposed, showing a trusswork that would not be out of place in a small Gothic Revival church. 
Each stall has a sliding door and a casement window facing the central aisle. The vestibule space 
has corner built-in closets for storage.  
 
 
NR #9 Contributing Building 
Interurban Railroad Station  
 
It is not known whether the Blue Grass Traction Company had this waiting station constructed to 
resemble Haggin’s buildings, but it seems likely that Haggin himself supported the building of the 
waiting room – his employees, after all, were the main customers. The building faces east, toward 
Paris Pike, with a bricked platform in front, and two small stone benches on either side of the 
entryway. 
 
 The one-bay-wide brick building is clad in stone structure and has a Pagoda-inspired, red tile clad 
front gable roof with flared eaves, supported by brackets and a simple triangular bargeboard at the 
center. The roof has exposed rafter tails. Then entry is contained within a large arched opening. 
The entry door is half-glass, half-panel wood, with a segmental arched seven-light transom, and 
multi-light arched sidelights. A narrow slit of a vent is located high on the wall above the entry 
door.  
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One window is located on each of the side elevations, a wooden double-hung sash window with a 
multi-light upper sash (like the sidelights) over three vertical lights on the bottom sash. The 
windows have stone lintels and sills, and on the interior, the openings are shown to be segmentally 
arched. A much plainer door than the one facing Paris Pike is located on the rear elevation. The 
half-glass, half-panel door has the same light divisions as the main door, minus a transom and 
sidelights.  
 
NR #10 Contributing Site 
Columns at Green Hills Site 
 
All that now remains of Haggin’s summer home are the four stone Corinthian columns and the 
marble steps leading to the columns. The “Haggin Palace,” a “miracle in pale stone in an emerald 
setting,” was a two-story, seven bay wide stone Neoclassical style house with a massive two-story 
portico.35  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
35 Daisy Fitzhugh-Ayres. “Haggin Palace,” Lexington Leader, July 14, 1901.  
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                      Circa 1902-1903 photograph of Green Hills. 
 
The scale, the materials – and above all, those massive Composite order columns – evoked a 
traditional “Big House” aura. Fluted pilasters separated all of the bays save the central three bay 
block, and the side and rear elevations had one-story porticos or porches (the porch on the rear of 
the house spanned that elevation). The chimney stacks rose up through the roof, obscured 
somewhat by the balustrade with its urn-topped piers.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
NR #11 Contributing Structure 
Lion’s Circle 
 
As part of the grand entryway leading from Iron Works Pike, past the Gate Lodge (NR 2) and 
down the landscaped drive, was the Lion’s Circle. This round turnabout is defined by paired 
mortared stone piers topped with urns and connected with open rail wrought iron fence at the east 
and north sides of the circle. The western side of the circle has closed double gates, as that section 
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Haggin’s farm is now a separate parcel. At the south side of the circle, where the grand avenue led 
from Iron Works Pike to the Green Hills mansion, the stone piers are lower, with short sections of 
an open rail balustrade between them. At either end of this short segment of “faux wall” are the 
lions.  
 

 
 
 
It is not known which lions Haggin imported from Italy – perhaps all of them, and some have 
undoubtedly been lost to time. In the fall of 1908, the Lexington Leader reported that a marble lion 
imported from Italy was shattered in transit between New York and Lexington. The railroad “made 
good the loss and Mr. Haggin will probably duplicate the order.”36 The lions (unlike the ones at 
the Manager’s Entrance, NR #23) are in stride, facing the roadway with their mouths open, 
presumably ready to roar at any intruder to Haggin’s personal fortress.  
 
NR #12 Contributing Building 
Lower Stud Barn 
 
The Lower Stud Barn sits along the road leading from the main farm entrance (NR #22) where an 
earlier round frame barn once stood. The Lower Stud Barn faces south, and lines up with the entry 
leading to the Combination Barn (NR #7). It has a distinctive gable on hip roof, clad in slate.  
 
Like the Upper Stud Barn (NR #8), this stucco clad building is five bays wide, with a 
window/window/door/window/window fenestration pattern on the facade. Double sliding doors, 
three panel with a three-light fixed sash at the top, are centrally placed into a projecting entry 
vestibule on the façade. This leads into the aisle between the two stalls on the interior.  Paired six-
light wooden casement windows, with wooden sills, are located to either side. When the windows 
are closed, the sills extend beyond the opening, but when the windows are open, the edges of the 
sash line up with the end of the sills. The east and west elevations each have two paired six-light 
wooden casement windows with wooden sills. 

                                                      
36 “Marble Lion.” The Lexington Leader, November 19, 1908, 1.  
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The rear elevation differs from that on the Upper Stud Barn (NR #8), likely due to site differences. 
It has five bays, but while the center bay is identical to the Upper Stud Barn with tall paired 10-
light wooden casement windows with wood sills, this bay is flanked by doors on either side. This 
allows the stallions to be led directly from the center aisle into a paddock.  
 
The interior has the same soaring exposed ceilings as the Upper Stud Barn. The vestibule space 
has corner built-in closets for storage. The barn contains only two stalls, and each stall has a central 
sliding door flanked by a casement window to wither side, facing the aisle.  
 
 
 
NR #13 Contributing Building 
Service Building for greenhouses and conservatory (now called the Long House) 
 
This stone building was constructed in the first decade of the 20th century as a utilitarian 
workspace for the adjacent glass and metal greenhouses and conservatories (no longer extant).  
“In the Service Building are the work rooms, storage and shipping rooms, each equipped for the 
care of the different varieties of fruit to be handled. In the basement of this building several cellars 
have been arranged for the growing of mushrooms.”37  
 
The one-story stone building faces north and is clad in rough faced stone. It originally had a red 
tile roof; the gable on hip roof is now clad in red asphalt shingles. The cornice retains its scalloped 
exposed rafter tails.  The Service Building is five bays wide, with a 
window/window/door/window/window fenestration on the façade. The paired windows have 
wooden 6/1 double-hung sashes with heavy stone lintels and stone sills. A central cross gable with 
a large arched opening dominates the façade. Within that opening is the wooden 15-light entry 
door, flanked by four light sidelights and an arched multi-light transom.  
 

                                                      
37 Harrison. “Elmendorf The Farm Magnificent,” 11. 
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There are two entry doors on both the east and west elevations. The rear (south) elevation would 
have been hidden by the attached glasshouses, and has an identical fenestration pattern to the 
façade, with the exception of two single windows (rather than paired) flanking the door. A small 
front gable hood (a smaller version of the cross gable on the façade) is located over the entry door. 
A massive interior stone chimney is located on the west side of this door.  
 
NR #14 Contributing Structure 
Equipment Maintenance Barn 
 
In 1909, Haggin directed his farm manager to build 11 tobacco barns at Elmendorf. Three of those 
barns survive on the farm today, adaptively reused to serve the needs of a horse farm. The 12-bent 
barn now used as workshop and storage for the farm’s trucks and equipment is the one that has 
retained the most of its original space, although the side walls have been removed to make way for 
side shed additions.  
 
 
 

 
The exterior is clad in vertical board boxing. The airy interior stretches up five tier rails high. The 
sliding doors on the south gable end have been removed and the northern two bents have been 
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enclosed (this was done historically) to form a workshop. The gable roof is clad in standing seam 
metal.  
 
NR #15 Contributing Structure 
Concrete Bridge 
 
This open rail concrete bridge, built during Haggin’s tenure at Elmendorf, carries the farm road 
over North Elkhorn Creek. The three span bridge has four open rail balustrade sections on either 
side. Each section is separated by a pier with a cap, and the rail has a cap as well.  
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NR #16 Contributing Structure 
Arched stone bridge 
 
This single span arched stone bridge carries the farm road over a branch of North Elkhorn Creek. 
The bridge is clad in stone and has coping on the top.  
 
 

 
 
 
NR #17 Contributing Structure 
Tunnel under Service Building and Greenhouses  
 
This stone and concrete tunnel extends under the Service Building (NR #13) and at one time went 
all the way to the Green Hills Mansion (NR #10). The only visible entrance now is on the north 
side of the Service Building. The wing walls of the tunnel have a metal framework over them, 
presumably for vines and twining plants. The walls are mortared stone and the ceiling is poured 
concrete. The tunnel is around three feet wide.  
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NR #18 Contributing Structure 
Green Hills Entryway off of Iron Works Pike 
 
This entryway of stone, metal, and red tile is the most lavish of the three public entrances to the 
farm, and with good reason, as it led to Haggin’s Green Hills Mansion. Like the other entryways, 
it is composed of three sections: central double hinged gates for vehicular traffic, and a smaller 
entry to either side for pedestrian traffic. The central gate has large stone piers, while small red tile 
roofs shelter the side gates. The open rail wrought iron gates feature speared finials and circular 
motifs.  
 

 
 
 
NR # 19 Contributing Structure 
Farm Entryway at Lovely Maria Place  
 
This entryway on what is now called Lovely Maria Place is a farm and service entryway. It is 
likely the road system existed during Haggin’s tenure, though this was never a formal entryway. 
Mortared stone piers with graduated caps support a double metal-door farm gate. The side walls 
then extend west to the perimeter fence along Paris Pike. 
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NR #20 Contributing Structure 
Iron Works Barn Entry  
 
Like NR #19, this is a simple farm entrance, with a metal farm gate between two stone piers, which 
are connected to the perimeter stone wall along Iron Works Pike.  
 

 
 
 
NR #21 Contributing Structure 
Terrace Wall 
 
Part of Haggin’s manipulation of the landscape included terraces to the north of the Green Hills 
Mansion. This mortared stone wall, with a continuous stone cap and frequent piers, is all that 
remains of that portion of the landscape design at Elmendorf.  
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NR #22 Contributing Structure 
Entry Gate by Farm Office on Paris Pike 
 
This tripartite entryway, adjacent to the Farm Office (NR #5) features wrought iron gates and 
mortared stone piers, as well as the original lanterns installed during Haggin’s period at Elmendorf. 
Like the other main public entryways, it is composed of three sections: central double hinged gates 
for vehicular traffic, and a smaller entry to either side for pedestrian traffic. The open rail wrought 
iron gates features speared finials. 
 
 

 
 
 
NR #23 Contributing Structure 
Entry Gate by Manager’s House 
 
This is the third public entry for Elmendorf, and one of two on Paris Pike (NR #22 is the other 
public entryway). Like the other main public entryways, it is composed of three sections: central 
double hinged gates for vehicular traffic, and a smaller entry to either side for pedestrian traffic. 
The open rail wrought iron gates feature speared finials. Unlike the other entries, two lion 
sculptures rest in front of the stone piers flanking the double vehicular gates. Lions were a common 
design scheme at Elmendorf during Haggin’s day and this pair originally stood on the portico at 
Green Hills.  This entryway is adjacent to the Interurban Railway Station (NR #9).  
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NR #24 Contributing Structure 
Perimeter Stone Fences 
 
The stone fences and walls along Paris Pike are famous, and were saved through a major mitigation 
effort during the Section 106 consultation. Stretches of intact fences were identified by year 
constructed and either the farm owner or the known stone masons. Most of the Paris Pike road 
fence was documented as 1914, but it predates that time, at least to the first decade of the 20th 
century. The mortared stone fences have rounded coping on top. 
 

 
 
NR #25 Contributing Structure 
Pump House on Creek  
 
Water, always a vital element on any Kentucky farm, figured largely into Haggin’s design for 
Elmendorf. This stone, brick, and poured concrete pump house is located on the south bank of the 
North Elkhorn Creek, near the Guard House and Gate off of Paris Pike (NR #6). Archival mention 
of this utilitarian structure has not yet been found.  
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NR #26 Contributing Structure 
Retaining Pool  
 
To the northwest of the Guard House (NR 6) is an overgrown poured concrete retaining pool. It is 
likely that water from the pump house (NR #25) was pumped here and this acted as a holding tank 
or it provided water for livestock.  
 

 
 
 
NR #27 Contributing Building 
T-Barn 
 
The T-Barn is a frame T-shaped barn built during Widener’s period at Elmendorf, likely in the 
1930s. The barn has a poured concrete foundation and is clad in vinyl siding. The main elevation 
of the barn faces west, toward the farm road, and is five bays wide, with a central projecting cross 
gable containing an arched entryway, and four stalls to either side. The entryway has an arched 
transom and two human-sized half-glass/half-panel doors. Each stall has double sliding doors and 
two eight-light windows. This section of the barn has a hipped asphalt shingle roof.  
 

 
 
The rear ell of the barn has sliding doors under a shed roof hood on the east elevation, and three 
front gable dormers on the loft level. An interior brick flue pierces the side gable asphalt shingle 
roof. The T-Barn has 20 total horse stalls.  
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NR #28 Contributing Building 
Employee House   
 
This one-story frame dwelling was built between 1925 and 1949, during the Widener tenure. It 
was originally identical to the Tenant House (E7), but has an additional window on the facade in 
a lateral side gable addition. The house is clad in vinyl siding and rests on a concrete block 
foundation.  
 

 
 
 
The six-bay-wide house faces north and has a window/window/window/door/window/window 
fenestration pattern on the façade. Windows have 1/1 double-hung vinyl replacement sashes. The 
entry door is a modern steel half-glass/half-panel door, with a hipped hood on brackets over it. The 
side gable roof is clad in asphalt shingles. There is one interior brick flue and a non-historic wood 
deck on the rear elevation of the house.  
 
NR #29 Contributing Building 
Tenant House   
 
This one-story frame dwelling was built between 1925 and 1949, during the Widener tenure. It 
and the Employee house were once identical.  The house is clad in vinyl siding and rests on a 
concrete block foundation.  
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The five-bay-wide house faces north and has a window/window/door/window/window 
fenestration pattern on the façade. Windows have 1/1 double-hung vinyl replacement sashes. The 
entry door is a modern steel half-glass/half-panel door, with a hipped hood on brackets over it. The 
side gable roof is clad in asphalt shingles. One interior brick flue pierces the side gable asphalt 
shingle roof. A one bay-shed roof addition, likely originally a porch, extends from the rear 
elevation, as does a non-historic wood deck on the rear elevation of the house.  
 
NR #30 Contributing Building 
Filly Barn  
 
The Filly Barn is another one of the 1909 Haggin tobacco barns. The 12-bent frame barn is clad in 
vinyl siding, although the original vertical board boxing is visible on the interior of the barn. 
Sliding wood doors, each with 12-light sash in the upper portion, are located on either gable end, 
underneath a hipped roof hood. The barn has 24 stalls, and the area above each stall is roofed to 
serve as a loft for hay. The roof is clad in asphalt shingles.  
 

 
 
 
NR #31 Contributing Building 
Japanese Barn 
 
A barn is in this location on the 1950 aerial imagery of Fayette County. It likely dates from the 
1930s, during Widener’s ownership of the farm. It has been remodeled by later tenants (hence the 
name), but the form and function remain essentially the same. The barn faces west, toward the 
drive that once led to Green Hills. It is clad in horizontal wood siding and stone veneer. The stone 
veneer extends from the ground to the sills of the windows, each window opening is wrapped in 
stone.  
 
The nine-bay-wide barn has a truncated cross aisle, with a projecting cross gable on the façade 
(west elevation). Sliding double doors, panel and glass, are located on the north, south, and east 
elevations. The gable doors have hipped roof hoods. The elevation of the projecting front gable is 
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clad in stone veneer and features a large central arched opening with hinged double doors. The 
windows have wood 6/6 double-hung sashes.  
 

 
 
Four front gable dormers, also with 6/6 double-hung sash windows, provide light to the loft level 
of the barn. Palladian windows on either gable end (north and south elevations) provide additional 
light to the loft. Three cupolas are located along the ridgeline of the gable, asphalt shingle clad 
roof. The barn has 14 total stalls.  
 
NR #32 Contributing Building 
Japanese Maintenance Barn  
 
A barn is in this location on the 1950 aerial imagery of Fayette County. It likely dates from the 
1930s, during Widener’s ownership of the farm. It has been remodeled by later tenants (hence the 
name), but the form and function remain essentially the same. The barn faces east, toward the drive 
that once led to Green Hills. It is clad in horizontal wood siding, and is directly across from NR 
#31. It is likely these barns were built at the same time, and though originally built as a stable, this 
building is now used as a maintenance facility. The cross aisle barn is seven bays wide, with three 
6/6 double-hung sash wood windows on either side of a central entryway. This entry consists of 
double solid-wood sliding doors under a hipped roof hood. The doors on the gable ends are 
identical to the gable end doors on NR #31 – half-glass and half-panel, underneath hipped roof 
hoods. 
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The west elevation is six bays wide, with five garage bays and one human size door. Two front 
gable dormers, with six-light casement windows, are located on the east elevation. Identical 
dormers are on the west elevation, but the openings have been boarded over. Palladian windows 
on either gable end (north and south elevations) provide additional light to the loft. The gable roof 
is clad in asphalt shingles.  
 
NR #33 Contributing Building 
Quarantine Barn 
 
The Quarantine Barn is another one of the 1909 Haggin tobacco barns. The 12-bent frame barn is 
clad in vertical metal siding, although the original vertical board boxing is visible on the interior 
of the barn. This barn has received the most alterations of the three surviving historic tobacco 
barns. A full loft, with tongue and groove flooring, has been added to the interior. The barn floor 
is poured concrete.  
 
 

 
Sliding wood doors, each with 12-light sash in the upper portion, are located on either gable end, 
underneath a hipped roof hood. The barn has 22 horse stalls, two less than the Filly Barn (NR #30) 
due to two stall spaces being used as tack and storage rooms, as well as access to the loft. The 
gable roof is clad in asphalt shingles.  
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NR #34 Contributing Structure 
Loading Chute at Quarantine Barn 
 
This poured concrete loading chute is essentially a ramp to assist in loading horses (or other 
livestock) onto trailers. The chute has a wood board fence on either side to act as a railing.  
 
 

 
NR #35 Contributing Building 
Iron Works Barn  
 
This concrete block horse barn was built between 1950 and 1956, during Gluck’s ownership of 
Elmendorf. The 24-stall barn has 12 doors (one for each stall) on the east and west elevations. 
Half-glass, half-panel sliding doors, underneath shed roof hoods, are located on the gable ends. 
Square cupolas dot the ridgeline of the gable, asphalt shingle roof.    
 

 
 
 
NR #36 Contributing Building 
Kenney Lane Barn 
 
This frame barn was built between 1956 and 1959, during Gluck’s ownership of Elmendorf. It is 
clad in vinyl siding and rests on a poured concrete foundation. Half-glass, half-panel sliding doors, 
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underneath shed roof hoods, are located on the gable ends. The barn is 11 bays wide and has 22 
stalls. There is a full loft, which is lit by three part windows that mimic Palladian windows. The 
barn floor is poured concrete. The gable roof is clad in asphalt shingles. 
 

 
 
 
NR #37 Contributing Building 
Block Barn 
 
The Block Barn is located adjacent to the T-Barn (NR #27) and was built between 1965 and 1971, 
during Gluck’s ownership of Elmendorf. Per its name, the barn is constructed of concrete blocks. 
It is three bays wide on the gable ends, and has seven small windows on the north and south 
elevations. The gable ends are clad in horizontal wood siding. The gable roof is clad in metal. The 
barn has 14 total horse stalls.  
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NR #38 Contributing Structure 
Lunge Ring by Iron Works Barn 
 
This lunge ring, used to exercise horses, was built between 1950 and 1974, during Gluck’s 
ownership of Elmendorf. It is a utilitarian structure that is part of raising race and show horses. 
The round structure is encircled with a wood and metal mesh fence. 
 

 
 
 
NR #39 Contributing Site 
Pastures 
 
The landscape is an integral part of Elmendorf and the landscape that Haggin sought to imprint. 
Fields or pastures, fenced by open rail board fence on the interior of the farm, and stone fences 
and wood plank fences on the perimeter or roadside of the farm, are not only scenic, but a necessity 
with livestock and especially the very expensive horses that first occupied Elmendorf.  
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NR #40 Contributing Site 
Cisterns 
 
Poured concrete exterior cisterns, either square or rectangular in shape, are a common sight on 
Kentucky farmsteads. There are several cisterns extant at Elmendorf.  
 
Most cisterns collected water from gutters on houses and outbuildings. The water then flowed 
through an underground pipe, either by gravity or through a pump, to its desired location. Farms 
might have multiple cisterns to collect and store water, and complicated system of piping and 
pumping to deliver the water. The most efficient way to deliver the water from the cistern was a 
pump at the cistern itself, since it is easier to push rather than pull water to its desired location. 
 

 
 
 
NR #41 Contributing Site 
Horse Cemetery  
 
While many horses are undoubtedly buried at Elmendorf, including Haggin’s famed Salvator, they 
rest in unmarked graves. The only known burials are in front of the Green Hills columns (NR #10), 
and date from the Gluck period (and later.) Protagonist, Speak John, and Verbatim are all buried 
at this location.  
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NR #42 Non-contributing Building 
Jack Kent Cooke House 
 
This non-historic one-story house was built circa 1986 for Jack Kent Cooke, the owner after 
Maxwell Gluck. It is a non-contributing resource.  
 
NR #43 Non-contributing Building 
Kenney Lane House  
 
This one-story frame house was built between 1975 and 2000. The house is clad in vinyl siding 
and rests on a concrete block foundation. The five-bay-wide house has 
window/window/door/window/window fenestration pattern. Windows are 1/1 double-hung vinyl 
sash windows flanked by non-operable louvered shutters. The half-glass, half-panel entry door has 
small hipped roof overhang on wooden posts on a poured concrete slab.  
 
A one-bay wide shed roof addition extends to the rear of the house. Another addition extends off 
of a portion of the original addition, and an open carport extends from a now-enclosed back porch. 
The side gable roof of the house is clad in asphalt shingles.  
 
NR #44 Non-contributing Building 
Jack Kent Cooke Barn 
 
This non-historic frame, stucco, and brick veneer barn was built in 1984. It faces north, and is 
seven bays wide, with a window/window/window/door/window/window/window fenestration 
pattern on the façade. The windows have 1/1 double-hung metal sashes with brick sills. The 
central entry door is contained with a projecting front gable with brick “quoins.” There are two 
garage bays on the north and south gable ends. The rear elevation is clad in stucco. The side 
gable roof is clad in asphalt shingles and pierced by multiple skylights.  
 
 
NR #45 Non-contributing Structure 
Concrete block run-in shed  
 
This one bay wide concrete block run-in shed is non-historic. It has a metal roof.  
 
NR #46 Non-contributing Structure 
Run-in shed 
 
This one bay wide concrete block run-in shed is non-historic. It has a metal roof.  
 
NR #47 Non-contributing Structure 
Run-in shed 
 
This one bay wide concrete block run-in shed is non-historic. It has a metal roof.  
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NR #48 Non-contributing Structure 
Run-in shed 
 
This double two-bay-wide concrete block run-in shed is non-historic. The two sheds have a 
conjoined gable roof clad in panelized metal.  
 
 
NR #49 Non-contributing Structure 
Run-in shed 
 
This one-bay-wide concrete block run-in shed is non-historic. It has a metal roof.  
 
 
NR #50 Non-contributing Structure 
Lunge Ring 
 
This circular lunge ring is non-historic. It has a wood plank enclosure.  
 
NR #51 Non-contributing Site 
Muck pit 
 
This poured concrete structure has three sides and is open on one side. It holds the waste from 
the horse stalls. It was installed in 2006. 
 
NR #52 Non-contributing Structure 
Run-in shed 
 
This double two-bay-wide concrete block run-in shed is non-historic. The two sheds have a 
conjoined gable roof clad in panelized metal.  
 
 
NR #53 Non-contributing Structure 
Arena 
 
The arena is a non-historic enclosure (simply a fenced-off area) located near the Ironworks Barn 
(NR #35).  
 
 
NR #54 Non-contributing Structure 
Automatic Walker 
 
This automatic walker is non-historic. The circular structure has a wood and metal enclosure.  
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NR #55 Non-contributing Structure 
Culvert 
 
This poured concrete culvert helps divert water under Lovely Maria Place.  
 
 
NR #56 Non-contributing Building 
House at 620 Verbatim Court 
 
This two-story brick veneer house is non-historic. It is located on the east side of the entry drive 
to the Green Hills Mansion, now known as Verbatim Court. It faces northwest. The three-bay-
wide house has a window/door/window fenestration pattern on the façade. The central entry door 
is recessed. One of the façade windows has a paired 1/1 double-hung sash, while the other is an 
arched two-story fixed-light window. The house has brick “quoins” on the corners. The rear 
elevation has French doors that lead out to a poured concrete terrace. The hipped roof of the 
house is clad in asphalt shingles.  
 
NR #57 Non-contributing Building 
 House at 3701 Verbatim Court 
 
This one-and-one-half story brick veneer house was built around 1986 and is non-historic. The 
house is located on the west side of the entry drive to the Green Hills Mansion, now known as 
Verbatim Court. It faces roughly south, toward Iron Works Pike. The house is composed of a 
central block with flanking two-bay-wide wings.  
 
The nine-bay-wide house has a fenestration pattern which is arranged in the following rhythm:  
window-window-window-window-door-window-window-window-window. The 8/8 double-
hung sash windows have jackarches with a concrete keystone detail and concrete sills. The 
central panel entry door has sidelights and a seven-light transom.  
 
Four frame front-gable dormers, each with one 8/8 double-hung sash window, provide light to 
the upper story on the façade. A frame shed roof dormer with four windows is located on the rear 
elevation of the central wing, while a one-bay-wide shed roof dormer is located on the rear 
elevation of the western wing. The eastern wing is a two-bay garage. The first story of the rear 
elevation has a poured concrete terrace with a solid brick balustrade. Two interior brick 
chimneys pierce the side gable asphalt shingle roof.  
 
NR #58 Non-contributing Building 
Mobile home  
 
This metal clad mobile home is non-historic. It is located along Lovely Maria Place and faces 
south. The one-story five-bay-wide dwelling has a window/window/window/window/door 
fenestration pattern. A shed roof porch on wood supports with a wood, open rail balustrade and 
an accessibility ramp on the east side extends out over the entry door and the window on its west 
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side. A one-story frame vinyl-clad one-bay ell extends to the rear of the mobile home. It has its 
own entry vestibule on the east side. The side gable roof of the dwelling is clad in metal.  
 
NR #58 Non-contributing Building 
Garage 
 
This one-story frame two-bay wide garage is non-historic. The garage is located at the rear of the 
Manager’s House (NR #1).  It is clad in horizontal wood siding, and has two vehicular bays on 
the façade (west elevation). There is one human-size door and one 1/1 double-hung sash vinyl 
window on the-north gable end. A paired 1/1 double-hung sash vinyl window is located on the 
east elevation. One, 1/1 double-hung sash vinyl window is on the south gable end. The side gable 
roof is clad in asphalt shingles.  
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Evaluation of Resources 
Contributing resources at Elmendorf are those which date from the 1897-1972 POS and that retain 
a sufficient degree of materials and design as defined below.  Non-contributing resources are those 
constructed after the end of the POS or those resources with such severe amounts of change that 
they no longer help us experience the historic landscape. The resources are evaluated according to 
National Register Bulletin No. 15, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. 
    
 The following criteria were utilized in the evaluation of properties’ contributing status: 
 

● Contributing properties must date from 1897-1972, the farm’s Period of Significance; 
● Contributing properties must demonstrate a strong association with the historic evolution 

of Elmendorf, most notably through location and setting; 
● A level of change is expected on any historic farm, but contributing properties must retain 

substantial character-defining features, such as massing, form, fenestration arrangement, 
and stylistic detail to add to the character of the district. 

 
All historic properties in the district have undergone alteration since their construction. As a whole, 
Elmendorf retains a high level of integrity of its setting, location, design, materials, workmanship, 
and association to qualify for the National Register.  
 
The following criteria were used to give a non-contributing status to individual properties: 
 

● Properties that post-date the 1972 end of the POS. 
 
Resource Inventory 
 
The Resource Inventory which follows describes the properties found at Elmendorf.   
 
The inventory table that follows contains several abbreviations. The National Register Numbers 
(NR #) are the resource numbers referred to in Sections 7 and 8 and are keyed to the map 
accompanying the nomination.   
 
The Date is the approximate date of construction, using the codes utilized by the Kentucky 
Heritage Council. If an exact date of construction is known, it is included listed. 
 
The height of the building is in the “HT” column.  
 
 
 
 
 
  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Elmendorf     Fayette County, Kentucky 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 51 
 

     
NR # Name Date Type Material  HT Status Ownership Period 
1 Manager's House 

(Charles Berryman 
House) 

1900-1924 Building Stone  2.5 C Haggin/Copeland 

2 Gate Lodge at Green 
Hills Entry 

1900-1924 Building Stone  C Haggin/Copeland 

3 Carriage House Barn  Pre 1900, 1900-
1924 

Building Brick with stone 
facing  

2 C Haggin/Copeland 

4 Garden Superintendent's 
house 

1900-1924 Building Stone  1.5 C Haggin/Copeland 

5 Farm Office at Paris 
Pike  

1900-1924 Building Stone 2 C Haggin/Copeland 

6 Guard House and Gate  1900-1924  Building Stone 1 C Haggin/Copeland 
7 Combination barn (now 

Stork Barn) 
1900-1924 Building Brick and stone 2 C Haggin/Copeland 

8 Upper stud barn 1900-1924 Building Stucco 1 C Haggin/Copeland 
9 IR Station gatehouse 1900-1924 Building  Stone  1 C Haggin/Copeland 
10 Columns from the 

Green Hills Mansion  
1900-1924 Site Stone/marble  C Haggin/Copeland 

11 Lion's Circle 1900-1924 Structure Stone   C Haggin/Copeland 
12 Lower stud barn 1900-1924 Building Stucco  C Haggin/Copeland 
13 Service Building for 

greenhouse (now Long 
House)  

1900-1924 Building Stone  1 C Haggin/Copeland 

14 Equipment  
maintenance barn 

1900-1924 Structure Frame (1909 
tobacco barn) 

1 C Haggin 

15 Concrete Bridge  1900-1924 Structure Poured concrete N/A C Haggin/Copeland 
16 Arched stone bridge  1900-1924 Structure Stone N/A C Haggin/Copeland 
17 Tunnel under 

greenhouse 
1900-1924 Structure Stone/poured 

concrete 
N/A C Haggin/Copeland 

18 Green Hills Mansion 
Entry off of Iron Works 

1900-1924 Structure Stone/tile/metal N/A C Haggin/Copeland 

19 Entryway at Lovely 
Maria Place (Paris Pike) 

1900-1924 Structure stone  N/A C Haggin/Copeland 

20 Ironworks barn 
entryway (E34 barn) 

1900-1924 Structure stone  N/A C Haggin/Copeland 

21 Terrace (mortared 
stone) wall by columns 

1900-1924 Structure stone  N/A C Haggin/Copeland 

22 Entry Gate by Farm 
Office (Paris Pike) 

1900-1924 Structure stone  N/A C Haggin/Copeland 

23 Entry  gate by Manager's 
House/IIR Station 

1900-1924 Structure stone  N/A C Haggin/Copeland 

24 Perimeter Stone fences 
(along Pris Pk and Iron 
works) 

1900-1924 Structure Stone N/A C Haggin/Copeland 

25 Pump house on creek 1900-1924 Structure Stone and brick  N/A C Haggin/Copeland 
26 retaining pool by creek 1900-1924 Structure Poured concrete N/A C Haggin/Copeland 
27 T-Barn 1925-1949  Building Frame 1 C Widener 
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NR # Name Date Type Material  HT Status Ownership Period 
28 Employee House  1925-1949  Building Frame 1 C Widener 
29 Tenant House  1925-1949  Building Frame 2 C Widener 
30 Filly barn 1900-1924   Building Frame (1909 

tobacco barn) 
1 C Haggin 

31 Japanese Barn 1925-1949 Building Frame 2 C Widener 
32 Japanese maintenance 

barn  
1925-1949 Building Frame  2 C Widener 

33 Quarantine barn  1900-1924   Building Frame (1909 
tobacco barn) 

2 C Haggin  

34 Loading chute near E29 1925-1949 Structure poured concrete N/A C Widener 
35 Ironworks barn 1950-1956 Building CB 1 C Widener/Gluck 
36 Kenney Lane barn 1959-1965 Building Frame (vinyl 

siding) 
2 C Gluck 

37 Block barn 1965-1971 Building CB 1 C Gluck 
38 Lunge ring by 

Ironworks barn  
1950-1974? Structure Frame/metal N/A C Gluck 

39 Pastures   Site  N/A N/A C  
40 Cisterns  1900-1924 Structure Poured concrete N/A C Haggin 
41 Horse Cemetery by 

columns 
 Site Stone/marble N/A C Gluck  

 N O N – C O N T R I   B U T I N G  R E S O U R C E  S   
42 Jack Kent Cooke House 1975-2000 Building Frame   NC N/A 
43 House_Kenney Lane 1975-2000 Building Frame  1 NC N/A 
44 Jack Kent Cooke barn 1975-2000 

(1984) 
Building brick 1 NC N/A 

45 Concrete block run-in 
shed  

20001-present Structure Concrete block  NC N/A 

46 Run-in shed 1 (by filly 
barn) 

20001-present Structure Concrete block  NC N/A 

47 Run-in shed 2 (by filly 
barn) 

20001-present Structure Concrete block  NC N/A 

48 Run-in shed 3 (by filly 
barn) 

20001-present Structure Concrete block  NC N/A 

49 Run-in shed by E29 barn 20001-present Structure Concrete block  NC N/A 
50 Lunge ring by filly barn  20001-present Structure Frame  NC N/A 
51 muck pit by filly barn 2006 Site Poured concrete  NC N/A 
52 Run-in sheds by main 

house  
Non-historic Structure Concrete block 1 NC N/A 

53 Arena near Ironworks 
Barn  

Non-historic  Structure Frame N/A NC N/A 

54 Automatic walker near 
Ironworks Barn 

Non-historic  Structure Frame/metal N/A NC N/A 

55 Culvert on Lovely 
Maria Place 

Non-historic  Structure Poured concrete  N/A NC N/A 

56 House (620 Verbatim 
Court) 

Non-historic  Building Brick veneer 1.5 NC N/A 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Elmendorf     Fayette County, Kentucky 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 53 
 

NR # Name Date Type Material  HT Status Ownership Period 
57 House (3701 Verbatim 

Court) 
Non-historic  Building Brick veneer 2 NC N/A 

58 Mobile home Non-historic  Building Metal  1 NC N/A 
59 Garage behind main 

house 
Non-historic  Building Frame  1 NC N/A 
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_________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 

x
 
  

x
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
Agriculture_ _____________  
 Architecture________________  
 __________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1897-1972___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 _1897__________________  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___NA________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___NA________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 ___ Copeland, Harry Lewis Copeland (architect)________________ 
 ____Parsons, Samuel, Jr. (landscape architect)_______________  
 ____Trumbauer, Horace (architect)_______________ 
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Statement of Significance  
 
Summary Paragraph  
Elmendorf Farm (FA-557) meets National Register Criterion A and the first term of National 
Register Criterion C.  It is significant as a type of construction, a gentleman farm, and for its 
association with the agriculture in the early 20th century.  It is very highly identified with the 
Thoroughbred horse and purebred livestock industry in Kentucky during the tenure of James B. 
Haggin, Joseph and Peter Widener, and Maxwell Gluck. Its significance will be evaluated within 
the historic context, “Gentleman Farmers in Fayette County, Kentucky, 1865-1965.” The NRHP 
Areas of Significance under which the property qualifies are Agriculture and Architecture.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Historic Context: Gentleman Farmers in Fayette County, Kentucky, 1865-1965. 
Fayette County, was created by the Virginia legislature in 1780, one of three counties partitioned 
within the area that would become Kentucky 12 years later.  The county was named for General 
Lafayette, and a county seat of Lexington was formed in 1782. The county is located in the Inner 
Bluegrass physiographic region, which has extremely fertile soils, and is “undoubtedly the best 
agricultural land in the state.”38  The Inner Bluegrass today is a 7-county area, with Fayette County 
at its center. 
 
Many of the earliest settlers of European and African backgrounds to populate Kentucky migrated 
into the state in the 1780s, with land grants given as payment for service in the Revolutionary War.  
Lacking established urban areas, the primary occupation would necessarily be that of farming, 
initially for subsistence.  Many land grant holders came without intention of staying– content to 
sell their land to speculators.  Those who stayed engaged in farming on whatever scale they could 
support.  Such a tidal wave of people came seeking their fortunes in this area of western Virginia 
populated only by Native Americans that by 1792, Kentucky joined the union as the 15th state.   
 
The Inner Bluegrass area of Kentucky provided the best opportunities for anyone with sufficient 
land and agricultural know-how to erect something akin to Virginia’s plantation system out of 
miles of primeval forest, interrupted not by civilization but by stretches of cane grass.   
 
The central part of Kentucky was land-locked. A lack of roads and navigable waterways made the 
exportation of crops nearly impossible, since the only market was at New Orleans. Should the 
hogsheads of tobacco from Kentucky actually make the arduous journey, the return was very low, 
only two to three cents per pound.  Still, dark fired tobacco did emerge as a valuable antebellum 
cash crop in the western part of the state, where planters had access to the Ohio River, and burley 

                                                      
38 Karl Raitz, “The Bluegrass” in Kentucky: A Regional Geography, ed. P.P. Karam (Dubuque: Kendall/Hunt 
Publishing Company, 1973), 53. 
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tobacco in the Inner Bluegrass overtook the dark fired tobacco after the first crop was harvested 
on the farm of George Barkley in 1863.39 
 
In the early 19th century, however, farmers in the Inner Bluegrass quickly realized that it was more 
advantageous to use the rich land for grazing livestock than plowing it under for a soil-draining 
crop like tobacco. Settlement-era Lexington by the 1820s found success within two generations, 
and enjoyed the moniker “Athens of the West,” having been described in 1815 as promising to be 
the “great inland city of the Western World.”40    
 
These early Kentucky farmers embraced the plantation mythology that had power in Virginia, 
though the realities of frontier farming often left those dreams an unrealized ideal.  A comparison 
of Kentucky and the other slave-holding states in the Union in 1859 reveals the agricultural 
prowess of the state: it ranked first in the production of horses, mules, rye and barley; second in 
the labor-intensive crop of hemp, corn wheat, and tobacco, and sheep; third in swine,; and fourth 
in the raising of cattle.41   
 
Kentucky by 1860 became home to a substantial number of larger farms, 24,095 of 100-499 acres.  
Census enumerators found 1,078 farms of 500-999 acres, and 166 farms over 1,000 acres.  That 
is, only one-fifth of one percent of Kentucky farms were over 1,000 acres.  While in 1860, Fayette 
County’s average farm was 98 acres, this average belied the true wealth that had been accumulating 
on Fayette’s landscape. These larger establishments were the purview of Gentleman Farmers were 
at the top of the agricultural hierarchy of the Bluegrass, and the center of the Inner Bluegrass is 
Fayette County.  
 
Gentleman Farms 
 
An understanding for antebellum gentleman farmers in the Bluegrass is established in Dr. Karl 
Raitz’s context study “The Gentleman Farm and the Landscape of Kentucky’s Bluegrass 
Region.”42 Raitz’s gentleman farms context focuses on descriptions in period literature to arrive 
at a standard for a gentleman farmer. These abstracts from period literature provide a context for 
these farmers and their farming operations. Overall, the gentleman farm was associated with the 
agrarian ideal supported by Thomas Jefferson, and later such tastemakers as Andrew Jackson 
Downing and Alexander Jackson Davis. It was not just a property type, but a virtue and way of 
life in the 19th century.  
 
Gentleman farmers can be identified by several characteristics. Such men were usually classically 
educated, and had the means and motivation to travel, further their learning, and often subscribed 

                                                      
39 Terri Boggs, Mac Cooley, John DeAtley, and Kathy Siler.  George Barkley Farm.  National Register nomination 
form.  Available from Kentucky Heritage Council, Frankfort, or National Register of Historic Places, Washington 
D.C.  NRIS: 03000259.George W. Barkley Farm. Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.  
40 J. Winston Coleman, Jr, Stage Coach Days in the Bluegrass (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1995), 30. 
41 Lowell H. Harrison and James C. Klotter. A New History of Kentucky. (Lexington, Kentucky: The University 
Press of Kentucky, 1997), 138. 
42 Karl Raitz, “The Gentleman Farm and the Landscape of Kentucky's Bluegrass Region.” On file at the Kentucky 
Heritage Council. 
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and wrote for agricultural journals. Constant improvement in their agricultural endeavors, such as 
field rotation, the enhancement of soil and livestock, but also the upgrading and beautification of 
their physical landscape, would set them apart from the subsistence farmer in Kentucky. Instead 
of farming to live, as most Kentuckians did, gentleman farmers had other interests or occupations, 
such as politics or law. Gentleman farmers modeled themselves after English and Virginia gentry; 
this emulation required the money to create such a social image. Finally, Raitz’s criteria stipulate 
that gentleman farmers are, above all, gentlemen, and not hands-on farmers. They did not perform 
manual labor, and often owned the largest number of humans within their communities.43 
 
Gentleman farmers were able to locate their farms in fertile, desirable land, and they developed 
their farming operations with an eye to every detail. This included manicured parkland, sturdy, 
well-built fences, and a main dwelling that was architecturally fashionable and impressive. The 
entire picture was vital to the gentleman farmer, and to that end, he focused on all buildings, 
including barns, workers’ quarters, tenant houses, and other outbuildings to support his diversified 
farming operation, feed a large work force, and produce a setting that enhanced his status. Overall, 
the gentleman farm was a thoughtful interpretation of both need and fashion, unlike the make-do 
dwellings and occasionally haphazard farmstead arrangements of the average Kentucky farmer.   
 
Some consideration should also be given to the demographics of Central Kentucky and especially 
Fayette County. Established patterns of migration and diffusion show that a majority of settlers 
came from the Piedmont and Valley regions of the Carolinas and Virginia, where they were 
familiar with the traditions of the Tidewater – traditions that were based on the English manor.44  
 
Gentleman farms were more prevalent in the Inner Bluegrass counties due to the agricultural 
economies of those communities in comparison to Outer Bluegrass counties. The Inner Bluegrass 
has the best ratio of desirable land in the region, and gentleman farmers, having usually inherited 
their land or received it during the settlement period, were centered around the Inner Bluegrass. 
The central counties were settled sooner and were much more populous early on than the Outer 
Bluegrass counties, and their county boundaries changed very little after initial settlement. Their 
economic structure, therefore, had ample time to mature.  
 
In the Inner Bluegrass Counties that surround Fayette County, several outstanding farms gave 
shape to the concept of the gentleman farmer, and the gentleman farm.   Robert A. Alexander 
(1819-1867) of Woodburn Farm sought to create a parklike environment at his Woodford County 
farm. Other wealthy Kentucky landowners, like Brutus J. Clay (1808-1878) of Bourbon County 
and Robert Wilmot Scott (1808-1884) of Franklin County fashioned their farms after English 
manors, and this careful arrangement of land and buildings filtered down to men like James B. 
Haggin.  
 
The estates of gentleman farmers were rarely seen from the road, but instead hidden in a carefully 
orchestrated blend of parkland and woodland. This practice wasn’t limited, of course, to wealthy 

                                                      
43 Janie-Rice Brother. The Agricultural and Architectural Landscapes of Two Antebellum Montgomery County 
Farms.” (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, University of Kentucky, 2003),  
44 Ibid, 50. 
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Kentucky agriculturists. In the mid-nineteenth century, the advice of agricultural writers and 
journalists argued against the placement of a house near or oriented to the road.  
 
Solon Robinson, a respected agriculturist of the nineteenth century, visited Kentucky in 1841, and 
his observations of the landscape bear witness to Allen’s advice. He noted that travelers never saw 
“the best houses” i.e., gentleman farms, as they were located “back from the road and the way of 
approach as generally through one of the woodland pastures.”    
 
This could be for several reasons, the most overriding due to necessity, not fashion. Most 
gentleman farmers obtained their land through land grants of military warrants. Brutus Clay, for 
example, received his land from his father, Green Clay, as it was part of a military warrant. The 
land had to be improved, and the log cabin built originally was located in the center of the farm, 
near a reliable water source, and far from any known trace. The haphazard nature of land 
acquisition during the settlement era also influenced placement of dwellings on the large tracts of 
land that would later become antebellum gentleman farms. 
 
But gentleman farmers, by and large, had no need for the road as far as it being a conscious part 
of the symbolism of the grandness of their estates.45 They did, however, have a need for the 
manicured parkland that obscured their dwellings from view and spoke volumes to the passerby 
about the owner’s wealth and status. Their isolation in and of itself was impressive. 
 
After the Civil War, gentleman farms in the Inner Bluegrass faced a changed labor force and a 
growing interest (and preference) for a more focused, less diversified type of farming operation. 
Enslaved workers were replaced, in many cases, by freed African Americans. While Shorthorn 
Cattle, sheep, and bluegrass seed cultivation found favor on many farms in the Bluegrass in the 
late nineteenth century, in Fayette County a growing number of farms began to shift to what we 
now know as “horse farms.” This movement further heightened the difference between the Fayette 
County Gentleman Farm type and other farm types elsewhere in the Inner and Outer Bluegrass 
Region.  
 
Popularity of Horse Racing in Fayette County 
Though certainly appreciated by importing blooded stock, cattle would not attain the same iconic 
status in the antebellum Bluegrass as did the horse. First indispensable as transportation, and then 
as a tool to break the land to farming, horses blended in almost unnoticed in the landscape. Mules 
were a huge export for Kentucky in the antebellum period, and much better as work animals, but 
mules did not command the same place as the horse.  Almost everyone owned a horse, even if they 
were not landowners. In the early days of the Commonwealth, 92% of taxpayers owned a horse. 
But most of these horses were not race horses (even if their riders often raced them). 
 
Racing and breeding for speed occupied men with the money to pursue such goals. The Kentucky 
Jockey Club was organized in 1797 in Lexington and the famous racehorse Lexington foaled at 
Dr. Elisha Warfield’s farm in 1850.46 Racing was a spectator sport, and many Kentucky county 

                                                      
45 Roads, especially when improved, were of course essential for the travel of both two and four legged creatures.  
46 Harrison and Klotter. A New History of Kentucky, 136-137.   
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seats established racetracks in the first half of the 19th century, which thankfully kept fast horses 
and reckless riders from racing on city and town streets. 
 
The breeding of “horses for the turf” and the rapt attention to pedigrees was the purview of a select 
group of Kentucky farmers, but even most of those landowners farmers bred race horses as part of 
a larger varied farm operation. The concentration on purebred horse lines and breeding 
commercially in Kentucky prior to the Civil War may have been epitomized by Robert Alexander, 
a gentleman farmer.   
 
For a few decades before and after the Civil War, Robert Aitcheson Alexander of Woodburn Farm 
in Woodford County, adjacent to Fayette’s east, was the most famous horse breeder in America. 
On his 2,700 acre farm, inherited from his father, Alexander raised purebred sheep and Shorthorn 
cattle. He also created a nursery for running and harness horses.  
 
His attention to pedigrees would become the norm as horse racing shifted to a Northeast focus in 
the last two decades of the 19th century. According to some followers of the Turf, Alexander 
founded the Thoroughbred industry in Kentucky – it would be more accurate to say he refined and 
modernized an existing industry.47  
 
The aesthetic of Woodburn was also important to other farms in the Bluegrass, and these design 
principles would play into Haggin’s plans for Elmendorf. The pastoral landscape, in particular, 
would influence future generations of horse farms. Alexander’s youth in England and Europe 
shaped his ideas of how a “proper” farm should look. These farms emphasized the style, scale, and 
siting of the main house, fencing, roads, the landscape, and the placement and type of outbuildings.  
 
The idea of the English manor resulted in Alexander ripping out old split rail fences, and replacing 
them with plank fences made from oak, and stone fences along the perimeter of his farm. An 1857 
account of Alexander’s fence building along the Old Frankfort Pike described these important 
landscape elements as “constructed in the best possible manner.”48 Alexander also remade the 
landscape around Woodburn, in addition to updating the existing house. In 1904, it was noted that 
“the English plan is recognized in the landscape gardening, in the blossoming hedge and avenues 
of great trees which beautify the approaches to Woodburn.”49 
 
The Postbellum Horse Industry 
 
The North/South divide of the Civil War gave way to an “East versus West” struggle as soon as 
the late 1860s. Although Kentucky’s “western” status had vanished decades before the Civil War, 
the rivalry between wealthy New York and New Jersey interests and Kentucky horsemen persisted. 

                                                      
47 Amber Fogle Sergent, “The Pastime of Millions”: James B. Haggin’s Elmendorf Farm and the Commercialization 
of Pedigree Animal Breeding, 1897-1920. (Unpublished dissertation, University of Kentucky, 2012), 129-130. 
48 Carolyn Murray-Wooley and Karl Raitz. Rock Fences of the Bluegrass. (Lexington, Kentucky: The University 
Press of Kentucky, 1992), 80. 
49 Thomas A. Knight and Nancy Lewis Greene. Country Estates of the Blue Grass. (Lexington, Kentucky: Henry 
Clay Press, 1973 reprint of the 1904 original), 23. 
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The very terms “East and West” for decades after the war related to a power struggle between New 
Yorkers and Kentuckians over control of Thoroughbred racing.”50 
 
Beginning in the 1870s, small groups of wealthy northern businessman began horse farms in 
Kentucky. Much like the executives who bought resource rights and established coal and timber 
operations in Eastern Kentucky, these men sought to take advantage of the rich soil to produce 
healthy, fast racehorses – without really ever becoming part of the local community.  
 
The East/West standoff reached a pivotal point only two years into Enright’s ownership of 
Elmendorf, changing the racing industry dramatically. In 1894, a group of 50 wealthy and upper 
class men hailing from New York, New Jersey, Delaware, and Philadelphia, met in order to 
control and regulate the sport of horse racing by forming the Jockey Club. These men, like their 
counterparts 30 years earlier who took Thoroughbred racing from “regional popularity in the 
South to prominence as a national and commercialized sport,”51 would change the sport of racing 
and breeding in America. The Jockey Club placed control of horse racing in the hands of elite 
racing interests in the East.52 
 
In the December 1, 1894 edition of the Southern Planter, Elmendorf’s owner Cornelius Enright 
attacked the Anti-Pool Law in New York, judging it to have a “more disastrous bearing on the 
great horse breeding center of Kentucky than on any section of the United States.”53  Consequently, 
Enright distanced himself from the Eastern racing aristocracy, railing against the racing fraternity 
and some of the Big Associations.  “What should have been a place and means of recreation and 
pleasure got to be a monopoly and simply a money-making scheme,” Enright said.54  
 
  

                                                      
50 Mary Jean Wall. How Kentucky Became Southern. (Lexington, Kentucky: The University Press of Kentucky, 
2010), 21.  
51 Wall, How Kentucky Became Southern, 27. 
52 These Eastern interests were not above owning large horse farms in Kentucky, including James R. Keene of 
Castleton Farm, and Augustus Belmont of Nursery Farm. Belmont’s decision to move his breeding operation from 
New York to Kentucky greatly boosted the horse industry in the Bluegrass.  
53 “The Opinions of Many Prominent Horse Breeders in Kentucky.” The Southern Planter, Number 12, 1894, 602. 
This “anti-pool” law was in fact a constitutional amendment to the New York State Constitution that prohibited any 
lotteries, poolselling, bookmaking, or any other kind of gambling in the state. 
54 “The Opinions of Many Prominent Horse Breeders in Kentucky.” The Southern Planter, Number 12, 1894, 602.  
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The Changing Face of the Gentleman Farmer in the 20th Century  
 
While the main design principles of the gentleman farm as laid out by Raitz persisted well into the 
20th century, the farmer himself, especially in Fayette County, began to change. According to 
Raitz's context, gentleman farmers did not make themselves such, but were rather born into that 
role, and accepted it, with all the trappings and devices necessary to maintain the socially 
acceptable image. 
 
Beginning in the late 19th century, the gentleman farmer increasingly began to be a landowner 
whose wealth was derived from businesses far removed from agriculture. For a growing number 
of industry titans, the purchase of an existing gentleman farm became one way to acquire status 
and confirm one’s social standing.  For some of these owners, the farms were less a way of life 
and more a consumer item.  Among these new types of owners of gentleman farms was James Ben 
Ali Haggin, whose reshaping of an already established Thoroughbred farm would not only change 
the landscape, set benchmarks and standards for other 20th century farms, but also alter the 
practices of an entire industry, as Haggin took the idea of the gentleman farm and organized it 
around a successful model in the industrial world: a vertically integrated business.  
 
 
James Ben Ali Haggin 
The man who would wield such influence in Thoroughbred horse breeding and racing from one 
coast to another was born on December 9, 1822, in Kentucky’s first town, Harrodsburg. His 
father’s family had arrived in Kentucky in 1775, while his Maryland-born mother had spent her 
formative years in New York and Philadelphia before moving to Kentucky in the early 19th 
century.  
 
Haggin’s mother, Adeline Ben Ali, was the daughter of a physician, Ibrahim Ben Ali, a native of 
Turkey who traversed England and Europe before emigrating to America. During Haggin’s rise to 
fame and great wealth, the press made much of his maternal grandfather’s Turkish origins as his 
“striking features” gave him a “distinct and indisputable ethnicity.”55 
 
James B. Haggin was the oldest of eight children and attended Centre College in Danville, 
Kentucky, though he is not believed to have graduated. Following family tradition, Haggin entered 
into the practice of law, becoming a clerk in his family’s firm. This phase didn’t last long, as 
Haggin moved southwards, landing in Natchez in 1845, and marrying Eliza Jane Sanders, a native 
of Shelby County, Kentucky, the following year.  
 
From Natchez, Haggin went to New Orleans, and then he turned westward. Following the same 
path as the men seeking gold, Haggin ended up in Sacramento, California, where in the fall of 
1850, he was in a law practice with A.C. Munson and Milton S. Latham. Later that decade, he and 
fellow Kentuckian (and his future brother-in-law) Lloyd Tevis went into practice together. Tevis 

                                                      
55 Sergent, 37. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Elmendorf     Fayette County, Kentucky 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 63 
 

and Haggin in 1862 purchased 44,371 acres in California that became Rancho del Paso. By the 
1880s the ranch had become the “world’s largest Thoroughbred nursery.”56 
 
 
During the 1880s, Haggin began to spend more and more time in New York, and after his wife 
died in 1894, he made it his permanent home. He spent time in Kentucky, too, and in addition to 
acquiring Elmendorf in 1897, married his second wife. Margaret Pearl Voorhies of Versailles, 
Kentucky, was 28 years old and the niece of Haggin’s first wife.   
 
 
Haggin Buys Elmendorf 
And so it was, three years after the founding of the American Jockey Club in New York, when it 
seemed that a decisive blow had been set to the “Western” forces, that Haggin made his move to 
Kentucky. “Here Mr. Swigert made the fortune in race horses which he afterwards lost in business 
ventures, and here a successor, a man of many millions, a Kentuckian returning to his native heath, 
proposes to establish the handsomest estate, the most perfect breeding farm which money and 
brains and long experience can obtain.”57  

 

The key words in the above observation from 1901 are the establishment of the “handsomest 
estate.” Haggin would use the aura and image of the established idea of a gentleman farm in Fayette 
County as the veneer for the largest-scale business anyone in the Thoroughbred industry had ever 
seen.  Haggin did everything in his business life in a big way. He transferred that approach to 
farming, and the scale at which he operated shook the horse industry. Haggin had already began 
pursuing a scientific and large-scale approach to the breeding of pedigreed animals at Ranco del 
Paso. But it was the cloak of the Old South that Haggin wanted to appropriate for his version of 
the “New South.” So it was Kentucky that would be the home to  
 
Haggin’s initial plans for the built environment at Elmendorf were partially complete by 1902. In 
1905, Haggin sold Rancho del Paso and moved his breeding and racing from California to 
Kentucky. Hundreds of horses arrived in the Bluegrass in 1905. In 1908, Elmendorf was home to 
almost 700 horses, including 34 stallions at stud. It was the most extensive Thoroughbred operation 
in the world.58    
 
But even as his enormous Thoroughbred nursery began to swell and grow, Haggin was already 
contemplating leaving the Thoroughbred business. Other pedigreed animals would benefit from 
the rich soil of Elmendorf, and between 1907 and 1913, scores of cattle, sheep, pigs, and chicken 
crossed the Atlantic to Kentucky.  
 
 

                                                      
56 Ambrose, 15.  
57 S.A. Smith, “Elmendorf and Its Owner,” The Morning Herald, April 21, 1901, 4. 
58 Sergent, 146. 
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Much like his early 19th century predecessors, Haggin sought to control how others experienced 
Elmendorf, including access to and movement throughout the farm. This was not a new idea, nor 
was it a practice that Haggin invented or perfected.  
 
 
The Green Hills entrance, located not off of the very public thoroughfare, but off of Iron Works 
Pike, was carefully plotted and maintained. First there were the stone fences. Fences were a vital 
piece of the farm operation and of the created landscape. Miles of board fencing remain the 
standard for Kentucky horse farms today, and on Elmendorf, a mixture of stone and wood plank 
fences define farm boundaries, mark entrances, and separate pastures.  
 
But stone fences were elevated in the public consciousness as much more than “mere enclosure.”59 
The solidity of the stone fence implied the same of the landowner, and the stone fence, by the time 
Haggin began hiring fence masons to erect the miles of fence at the perimeter of Elmendorf, 
symbolized “taste, refinement, and a concern for the aesthetic over the mundane.”60 It also took a 
lot of time and money to construct the stone fences, and that was fine with Haggin. The stone and 
plank fences, the buildings, the landscape – it was all part of the image that already resonated with 
many Kentuckians. Haggin sought to remake that image on a colossal scale, and use it to smooth 
the edges of his latest industrial venture.  
 
Then there was the entryway (NR #18). Ironwork, stone, red tile, elaborate lanterns attached to the 
stone posts – and beyond this elaborate three-part impediment to entry was the picturesque stone 
gate lodge (NR #2), where another round of security was enacted. The road leading from Iron 
Works Pike was carefully planned. “A roadway a hundred feet wide will lead from the stone lodge 
at the entrance gate, fully three-quarters of a mile away to the mansion house. There will be on the 
broad avenue a macadamized road, a broad clay road with wide walks and hedges on each side. 
The lodge (NR 2) itself will be a thing of rustic beauty, built of rough stone and finely contrasting 
with the magnificence of the house.”61 
 
Linden trees, imported from Germany, lined the roadway. And only when one arrived at the Lion’s 
Circle could the magnificent 40-room mansion be seem by the visitor.  The approach to and 
experience of the farm, its vistas, and its buildings, was an experience tightly controlled by Haggin 
and his architects and designers.62  
 
In the spring of 1902, it was reported that an army of men (75 to 100) were working under Cooke 
at Elmendorf. Scores of trees were scheduled to be planted, and the grading for the terraces behind 
Green Hills had already begun. Three car loads of young oak trees from California pulled up on 

                                                      
59 Murray-Wooley and Raitz, Rock Fences, 81. 
60 Ibid.  
61 Smith, “Elmendorf and Its Owner,” 4. 
62 Haggin purportedly hired the landscape architect Samuel Parsons, Jr. in 1897 to develop the overall landscape 
scheme at the farm. Parson’s family nursery business designed gardens primarily for county estates, so he was well 
suited for the task at Elmendorf. He was a seasoned professional by the time he worked with Haggin and his full-
time job was as the Superintendent of New York City Parks. Parsons had formed a private firm with an English 
landscape designer, George Cooke, around the same time Parsons met with Haggin.  
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Haggin’s spur line in the middle of April 1902.63  In later years, the greenhouses and conservatories 
at Elmendorf would supply bedding plants for the gardens and fruit for consumption.  
 
Harry Lewis Copeland, Architect  
 
Harry Lewis Copeland, born in Philadelphia in 1869, studied architecture at Cornell University. 
After graduating in 1894, he likely interned for the architect Ernest Flagg, known for his 
revolutionary design ideas for low-cost urban housing. Flagg and Copeland would collaborate after 
the latter hung out his shingle in Brooklyn, New York. Interestingly, one of their extant projects, 
the Mills Hotel at the northeastern corner of 7th Avenue and West 36th Street, features terra cotta 
elements on a brick and stone building, and lion’s heads.  
 
It is not known when and how Copeland and Haggin met, but their business relationship began at 
least by 1899, since work on the Manager’s House (NR #1) and the Green Hills mansion was 
underway in 1900. That same year, Copeland and William Herbert Dole, a fellow Cornell graduate, 
went into practice together. In 1901, he purchased a house at the corner of 5th and 64th Streets, and 
hired Copeland and Doyle to build his main residence.  
 
There are 12 buildings and structures at Elmendorf in which Copeland is believed to have designed. 
The most famous of which, of course, is the 40-room mansion built for Haggin and his new bride. 
Only the columns and steps remain of the house. While the design of Green Hills was Neoclassical 
and the scale massive, it seemed to have little architectural unity with the rest of the farm – just 
another symbolic note of Haggin’s unique place in the universe. The stone mansion, accented with 
marble, faced south, and cost around $300,000 to construct.  
 
While the house only stood for over 25 years, its construction, interiors, and maintenance did 
provide jobs for a great many Kentucky residents. Michael J. Scully of Lexington won the 
plastering contract (plain and ornamental, plus cement work) for Green Hills, which was contacted 
out at $8,000.00. Brick and stone masons, carpenters, electricians, and plumbers all converged on 
the farm in the first decade of the 20th century.  
 
It would be fascinating to know where Copeland went and what houses he toured in Central 
Kentucky in his attempt to make his work “ethically, spiritually, materially harmonious.”64  The 
columned, spacious dwelling was stylish and yet also old-fashioned, as it evoked images of the 
“Old South,” of which Kentucky was taking such pains to emulate. Haggin ordered the creation of 
a palace that still reverberates almost 100 years after its demolition.  
 
The design of Green Hills existed in a vacuum. The remainder of the buildings designed by 
Copeland brought a breath of the West Coast to the hills of the Bluegrass, with rustic stone, brick, 
red tile Pagoda roofs dominating the smaller buildings on the farm. Even the Manager’s House 
(NR #1) seems up-to-date and architecturally innovative compared to the staid and static pile that 
was Green Hills.  

                                                      
63 “Oak Trees from California.” The Morning Herald, April 15, 1902,6. 
64 Daisy Fitzhugh Ayres. “Haggin Palace.” Lexington Leader, July 14, 1901, 6. 
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If Green Hills was archaic, and the red tile roofs of the other buildings evoked an aura of the far-
off Ranch del Palso, Copeland was a master of delivering statement buildings. The design and 
form of the Carriage House (NR 3) was a high priority for Haggin, as several existing barns to the 
north of his mansion were demolished, as they interfered with the view. The Carriage House, 
therefore, was a key part in the designed landscape Haggin sought to create at Elmendorf. The 
building had to be beautiful and a practical investment, for despite his avowed love of his native 
state, Haggin was first and foremost a businessman.  Whatever cloaked the exterior of the 
buildings, the structure itself must be as fireproof as possible. 
 
If the Carriage House was important for its place in Haggin’s personal view of the Elmendorf 
landscape, then the Combination Barn’s role was that of public consumption. The Combination 
Barn was visible from the road, and its scale, massing, and materials all spoke to the size of 
Haggin’s agricultural empire, his wealth, and the gilded world in which he and his racehorses 
moved.  
 
Not by accident is the barn placed almost centrally between the two main entrances on Paris Pike 
(NR 22 and NR 23). The plan of the immense barn is simple, and not far removed from the more 
traditional (and simpler) stock barns of Kentucky. The transverse frame barn, with a central aisle 
(lining up with the ridgeline of the roof) and stalls on either side, is the most common barn type in 
Kentucky.  This barn type originated from the single crib form, and in the case of the Combination 
Barn, a double crib barn. But there is nothing simple about the scale and the quality of the materials 
of the Combination Barn.  
 
While beautiful and stately, it was not the design of the main buildings (with the exception of the 
Manager’s House, perhaps) that other horse farm owners copied. The Carriage House, the 
Combination Barn, and especially Green Hills were so “out of scale and so idiosyncratic in plan 
or appearance” that copying them strictly wasn’t even considered. While the scale may have been 
too grandiose for other gentleman farms, the style and character of the Haggin-driven landscape 
was applauded, accepted, and adopted by other farms.  
 
Haggin’s sense of showmanship could be copied, but even that wasn’t original. The very men he 
sought to emulate – the Clays, the Alexanders – had already put their stamp on what constituted a 
desirable aesthetic for Kentucky horse farms. It was the post-Haggin period that would provide 
Elmendorf with a stability only hinted at with its miles of stone fences.  
 
 
Evaluation of the Significance of Haggin’s approach within the historic context Gentleman 
Farming in Fayette County, Kentucky, 1865-1965  
 
James B. Haggin, a native of Mercer County, Kentucky, became the principal author of the 
Elmendorf’s identity. The success of the farm under Haggin was recognized very early.  In 1924, 
10 years after Haggin’s death, one commentator wrote,  
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Some of the best horses the American turf has ever known first saw the light at 
Elmendorf. When owned by Colonel Daniel Swigert it produced Hindoo, Tremont, 
Firenze, and a host of other good ones; while in the time of C. J. Enright it had set forth 
Hamburg, who was foaled in a stable on the site of Mr. Widener’s present residence. 
Many other Thoroughbreds, whose names should be written in gold on the pages of turf 
history, were foaled at Elmendorf.65   

 
Haggin created on Elmendorf Farm one of the first industrial or corporate farm structures in 
Kentucky (perhaps nationally), changing many patterns and perceptions of agriculture at the time, 
but he implanted his ideas of vertical integration within a designed landscape that would influence 
generations of horse farms. At Elmendorf, Haggin had “no problem conflating tradition and 
aristocracy with industry, efficiency, and progress—the mantle of the vigorous industry economy 
that became known as the ‘New South.’ ”66    
 
Haggin’s 17-year role as the master of Elmendorf – an absentee landlord for 9 of those years – was 
shorter than the tenures of his successors – Joseph and Peter Widener (28 years) and Maxwell 
Gluck (over 30 years). These two latter owners played an important part in preserving the 
Elmendorf identity.  
 
Exploring the architecture of Elmendorf and its significance necessitates an examination of several 
intersecting parts and themes. There is, of course, the buildings – and the buildings are unlike any 
other historic farm in Kentucky. The extant buildings from Haggin’s period at Elmendorf are 
primarily the work of New York-based architect Harry Lewis Copeland, who designed iconic 
buildings in durable materials. But Copeland provided the design and specifications, while local 
builders, masons, and craftspeople, many of whom remain nameless, translated those drawings 
into reality. Three of the extant buildings from Haggin’s tenure that are full of horses today are 
Kentucky tobacco barns – very large burley tobacco barns – designs that sprang from the Bluegrass 
culture and not from the East Coast.  
 
Haggin’s tactics propelled breeding into the 20th century and scientific oversight. Haggin’s 
adherence to his core belief – to purchase, breed, and race only those animals that demonstrated 
superior physical qualities – would not have been possible for someone without his vast fortune. 
He ushered in a distinctly entrepreneurial approach to agriculture, with an emphasis on scientific 
study and expertise, vertical integration, and large scales of economies. Much in his approach upset 
the traditional way of doing things, both in Kentucky and in the large Thoroughbred industry.  
Haggin was a harbinger of corporate farming, but his support of technology was ahead of his time. 
He built his Kentucky agricultural empire much the way he would have built a business deal in the 
mining sector. For the actual building of his vision for Elmendorf, Haggin hired a New York 
architect to make tangible a dream of southern gentility for an economic machine.  
 
The Significance of Haggin’s Farm Operations in Kentucky  
 

                                                      
65 C.J. Fitzgerald. “Thoroughbreds at Elmendorf.” The Field Illustrated, July 1924, Volume 34, 11-13. 
66 Sergent, 135. 
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Haggin took the idea of a purebred stock operation in Kentucky and raised it to a new level. His 
approach to the raising of livestock was nothing short of revolutionary, and within the theme of 
agriculture, Elmendorf is significant as a model farm for its radical advances in the early 20th 
century. While his approach to the breeding of purebred animals has been criticized as “industrial,” 
Haggin dealt in economies of scale. The Kentucky agricultural sector – even that of New York and 
overseas – was not equipped to deal with that approach. Haggin’s personal wealth meant that 
during his lifetime, Elmendorf need not suffer downturns in the market or acts of nature. Haggin’s 
manipulation of the markets for Thoroughbreds changed the industry. His dairy farm (not part of 
the nominated property) modeled the highest scientific principles, and demonstrated that even 
without the immense scale of Haggin’s operation, adherence to the growing regulation in the dairy 
industry could be achieved, along with a profit.  
 
The Significance of Elmendorf as a Property Type  
 
Elmendorf represents important trends in the development of a horse farm aesthetic in Kentucky. 
Haggin’s efforts at Elmendorf helped make Fayette County the center of bloodstock breeding – 
namely, pedigreed Thoroughbreds - in early twentieth-century America. Elmendorf came to 
represent a lifestyle “that has come to be celebrated and cherished as the ideal Kentucky 
landscape.”67 Building on the foundation established by wealthy agriculturists of the mid-19th 
century, James Ben Ali Haggin set out to create – essentially from scratch – a modern, efficient, 
agricultural operation within established patterns and conventions of a Kentucky gentleman farm. 
Elmendorf is an important historic resource related to the development of the horse racing and 
breeding industry, and the property has a special place in local and regional history. The farm is 
significant as the model for all that would follow – just not with the succession of owners whose 
wealth derived from other interests – but also with the development of the modern, specialized, 
scientific Thoroughbred horse farm in Kentucky.  
 
The Thoroughbred industry is still very active in Kentucky, and a vital component of the state’s 
economy. Elmendorf represents the ideal of the historic horse farm, and the manicured landscape 
forms what many visualize when they think of “horse country.” Stone walls, flanked by black 
board fences, stretch across acres of verdant, gently undulating Bluegrass fields. The historic 
entries to the farm retain their gates and lodges and guard houses, and once on the interior of 
Elmendorf, a road network laid out in the first decade of the 20th century provides access to the 
different units of a still-working farm.  
 
This property type – the Gentleman Farm in Fayette County from 1897-1972 – is significant for 
what it conveys about the cultivation of an identity embraced not only by those in the (horse farm) 
business, but by business leaders, tourism officials, and government officials. Even during 
Haggin’s ownership, Elmendorf held the prime role in horse farm attractions in Fayette County. 
“Elmendorf Farm, with its…Green Hills mansion…its great barns built on an extensive scale for 
breeding purposes, its great stallions; its famous mares and its broad fertile blue grass meadows, 
make it the principal point of interest in Fayette county to all sightseers and visitors.”68  

                                                      
67 Sergent, 135. 
68 “In Behalf of Charity,” Lexington Leader, January 9, 1906, page 6. 
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A 1927 newspaper article, titled “Horses Bring Tourists to Lexington,” noted that the “farm on 
which the Thoroughbred is produced has come to be a model of efficiency and a thing of beauty.” 
This model of efficiency was not the gentleman farm of Robert A. Alexander’s day – it was a 
creation shaped and molded by James B. Haggin at Elmendorf. What most people (tourists and 
residents) expect to see now in the famed “Horse Capital of the World” is the scenic and pastoral 
dream executed by Haggin, the beautiful façade of a scientific enterprise – one that not only brings 
in tourist dollars, but  an industry that contributes $6.5 billion annually to Kentucky’s economy, 
along with providing 60,494 jobs.69 
 
The evaluation of the Integrity between the Significance of Elmendorf within the context, 
and the physical appearance of the property today 
 
To be considered eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, the Gentleman Farm 
property type in Kentucky should possess integrity of location, setting, materials, design, feeling 
and association.  A property that maintains these integrity factors will successfully convey its 
identity and significance as a gentleman farm. 
 
A high level of integrity of location is demonstrable on a Gentleman Farm if the farm complex 
retains its historic placement on the land. Major buildings including dwellings (both primary and 
secondary) and agricultural outbuildings (barns and stables) associated with the property should 
remain in their original locations. The Gentleman Farm should maintain a rural character such as 
the farm possessed during its period of significance. A sense of the cultivated, designed 
landscape should also still be intact. Finally, the outward signs and patterns of a farming 
operation should still be present and recognizable on the landscape. Characteristics of this 
integrity consideration include elements such as well-preserved and maintained domestic 
buildings, barns and stables, pastures, fencing, entry driveways and interior farm roads or road 
network and intentionally planted trees and shrubs.  
 
A Gentleman Farm has a high level of integrity of materials and design if it retains a significant 
collection of buildings and structures related to the farming operation from the period of 
significance.  It is not expected that all related historic resources will be extant, due to changes in 
land use and farming operations as well as land divisions. Gentleman Farm operations sought to 
employ new farming techniques, and to experiment with new approaches to farming–goals 
which did not allow the farm’s landscape to remain static.  Both domestic and agricultural 
complexes should be represented and understood as such. Material changes or additions to the 
domestic complex do not compromise eligibility if they are sympathetic with the main block’s 
scale, massing and possess a like quality of architectural design. 
 
A gentleman farm will be said to have a high level of integrity of feeling and association if the 
remaining land with the resource conveys a sense of a successful farming operation. Gentleman 
Farms tend to function independently of a change of ownership and the passing of generations. If 

                                                      
69 Jeff McDanal, “Horse Country: Central Kentucky is Horse Capital of the World,” The Lane Report, October 27, 
2021. https://www.lanereport.com/148359/2021/10/horse-country-central-kentucky-is-horse-capital-of-the-world/ 
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there has been little alteration to the landscape and building relationships on a Gentleman Farm, 
then that farm will have a high integrity of feeling.  The farm should retain enough farmland to 
convey the sense of the original farm use and operation. While the gentleman farm does not need 
to be an active farm operation, evidence of that former function must be present for the property 
to convey a high level of integrity of association.  
 
Elmendorf conveys a high level of integrity of location and setting. The farm is located off of 
Paris Pike, a scenic byway that has been enlarged, but remains a pivotal corridor lined by farms. 
The buildings at Elmendorf have not been moved and retain their original relationships to one 
another. The parcel known as Elmendorf today is the heart and soul of the farm purchased by   
Haggin from Cornelius Enright in 1897. It contains the original 544 acres, plus an additional 
157.53 acres acquired soon after the first land transfer.   
 
The setting of Elmendorf remains almost unchanged from the period of significance, and the 
buildings retain their original historic materials and relationship to one another. As a collection, 
the resources communicate the feeling and association of a historic farm, and the types of 
buildings convey the specialized needs of a Thoroughbred operation. For although Haggin 
changed focus a decade after his purchase of the farm, after his death, Elmendorf’s pastures once 
again were filled with sleek horses. The farm’s feeling and association has persisted despite 
despite multiple owners with different backgrounds, interests and experience.  
 
Elmendorf retains a good level of design and materials integrity. Like any working farm, even 
one that is not a gentleman farm, there have been cycles of loss and rebuilding. Haggin kicked off 
the numerous building campaigns by demolishing nearly every extant building on the farm 
following his purchase in 1897.  Temporary buildings used during the first decade of the 20th 
century were demolished once their utility expired. One could argue that the palatial Green Hills 
mansion was no longer a building with utility in 1929 as its post-Haggin owner found it unsuitable 
– and unwieldy from a financial perspective – to use and maintain.  
 
 The technology of the early 20th century was altered and tinkered with during the 1920s and 1930s, 
and further augmented and expanded during the mid-20th century. Materials, too, bear witness to 
maintenance concerns and the availability of new materials. Barns once clad in vertical board 
boxing are covered in vinyl siding. Wood windows have been replaced with vinyl replacement 
windows. But the overall form and layout of all of the buildings is unaltered.  
 
The houses, outbuildings and barns have undergone minimal alteration since construction and are 
in good to excellent condition. The workmanship of buildings should reveal the influences, tools, 
and skills of the day. The workmanship of the contributing resources at Elmendorf is exceptional. 
Except for a few cases, cladding of exterior walls and windows are all original.  Additions to the 
main buildings were carried out during the Period of Significance. The non-contributing buildings 
do not intrude upon the spatial relationship of the contributing buildings and the landscape. In 
some cases, such as the Jack Kent Cooke barn and house (NR #s 44 and 42) they are isolated 
elements, set apart from the historic buildings. In another example, the two new houses (NR #s 56 
and 57) at the Gate Lodge entrance (NR #2) follow the pattern of siting and “clustering” that was 
set out by Copeland during Haggin’s day, without encroaching upon the historic elements.  
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The ideal that Elmendorf sought to be – and achieved – is still easily read despite material changes 
and additions to the landscape. It remains the Gentleman Farm that continues to inspire other farm 
owners and a public to emulate and admire.  
 
Elmendorf, as it continues in use as a horse farm, is still clearly associated with its origins and 
history of development. The intact materials, design, and setting of the farm allow someone 
moving through that landscape, either as a pedestrian or in a vehicle, to observe the passage of 
time as expressed by the built environment.  
 
Elmendorf’s rural setting, rural viewsheds, domestic, and agricultural resources remain intact to 
convey the feeling and association of a Gentleman Farm Property type. Elmendorf is a well 
maintained property and is in excellent condition.  Because it retains the qualities discussed 
above, the farm retains the requisite integrity factors, feeling and association, to meet National 
Register Criteria C and A, respectively, and thus is eligible.  
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Harrison, Lowell H. and James C. Klotter. A New History of Kentucky. Lexington, Kentucky: 
The University Press of Kentucky, 1997. 
 
Knight, Thomas A. and Nancy Lewis Greene. Country Estates of the Blue Grass. Lexington, 
Kentucky: Henry Clay Press, 1973 reprint of the 1904 original. 
 
Lexington Daily Press 
 
The Lexington Herald 
 
The Lexington Herald-Leader 
 
Lexington Leader 
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The Lexington Observer & Recorder 
 
Murray-Wooley, Carolyn and Karl Raitz. Rock Fences of the Bluegrass. Lexington, Kentucky: 
The University Press of Kentucky, 1992. 
 
Noble, Allen. Brick, and Stone: The North American Settlement Landscape : Barns and Other 
Farm Structures (Wood, Brick, & Stone). Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press, 
1984. 
 
Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle and G. C. Kniffin. Kentucky: A History of the State. 
Louisville, Kentucky: F. A. Battey and Company, 1888. 
 
Raitz, Karl. “The Bluegrass” in Kentucky: A Regional Geography, ed. P.P. Karam. Dubuque: 
Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company, 1973. 
 
Raitz, Karl and Nancy O’Malley. Kentucky’s Frontier Highway: Historical Landscapes Along 
the Maysville Road. Lexington, Kentucky: The University Press of Kentucky, 2012. 
 
Sergent, Amber Fogle. “The Pastime of Millions”: James B. Haggin’s Elmendorf Farm and the 
Commercialization of Pedigree Animal Breeding, 1897-1920. Unpublished dissertation, 
University of Kentucky, 2012.  
 
Troutman, Richard. The Social and Economic Structure of Kentucky Agriculture, 1850-1860. 
Lexington, Kentucky: Dissertation, University of Kentucky, 1958. 
 
Wall, Mary Jean. How Kentucky Became Southern. Lexington, Kentucky: The University Press 
of Kentucky, 2010. 
 
 
 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
__x__ previously listed in the National Register 
__x__ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
__x__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
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____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ___FA-557_____________ 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property ___701.53______ acres______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

  
Lexington East, Kentucky USGS Topographic Quadrangle  
 
Point 1: -84.426560  38.111723 
Point 2: -84.426560  38.111723 
Point 3: -84.417397  38.119487 
Point 4: -84.417129  38.117625 
Point 5: -84.411460  38.124046 
Point 6: -84.410021  38.123505 
Point 7: -84.396405  38.115577 
Point 8: -84.410863  38.105419 

 
 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
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           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:   
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  
 
 

 
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 The nominated parcel encompasses 701.53 acres and is located on the west side of Paris Pike (US 
27/68) in Lexington, Kentucky. The nominated property runs between Iron Works Pike, Kenney 
Lane, and Paris Pike, with a circuitous northern boundary that runs between farms. The boundary 
contains all of Parcel 21258100 in Fayette County, Kentucky, with a physical address of 611 639 
Iron Works Pike, Lexington, Kentucky, and all of Parcel  21904600 in Fayette County, Kentucky, 
with a physical address of 3931 Paris Pike, Lexington, Kentucky.  

 
 Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 
The boundary includes the buildings, structures, and sites that are historically part of Elmendorf 
Farm during the Period of Significance and maintain their integrity. The boundary on three sides 
of the farm is defined by public roadways and historic fence lines. The boundaries were selected 
as this is the original, James B. Haggin portion of Elmendorf. All of the extant buildings from 
Haggin’s period are contained within the 701.53 acres of the nominated property.   
  
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: __Janie-Rice Brother   
________________________________________________________ 
organization: _Palmer Engineering 
____________________________________________________ 
street & number: _____________________________________________________ 
city or town:  _Winchester____ state: __KY_______ zip code:____40391___ 
e-mail________________________________ 
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telephone:_________________________ 
date:_____________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
● Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

●  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
● Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Elmendorf Farm 
 
City or Vicinity: Lexington 
 
County:  Fayette   State: Kentucky  
 
Photographer: Janie-Rice Brother 
 
Date Photographed: April and July 2022 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
 
1. Façade of the Manager’s House (NR #1).  
2. Façade of Gate Lodge at the Green Hills Entry (NR #2) 
3. Façade and east elevation of Carriage House (NR #3) 
4.  Façade of Garden Superintendent’s Office (NR #4) 
5. Façade of Farm Office (NR #5) 
6. Façade of Guard House and Gate (NR #6) 
7. South and east elevations of Combination Barn (NR #7) 
8. East and north elevations of Upper Stud Barn  
9. Façade of the Interurban Railway waiting room  
10. Columns of Green Hills 
11. Lion’s Circle, facing north 
12. Facade of Lower Stud Barn 
13. Façade of Service Building 
14. West and south elevations of Maintenance Barn 
15. Concrete bridge, looking southwest 
16. Arched bridge, looking south 
17. Tunnel, facing southwest 
18. Green Hills entryway, looking  northeast 
19. Entryway at Lovely Maria Place, looking west 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Elmendorf     Fayette County, Kentucky 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

20. Ironworks barn entry, facing north 
21. Terrace wall, facing southeast 
22. Entry gate by Farm office, facing northwest 
23. Entry gate by Mangers’ house, facing northwest 
24. Perimeter stone fences along Paris Pike, facing southwest 
25. Pump house on creek 
26. Retaining pool by creek, facing north  
27. T-Barn, west and north elevations 
28. Employee house, facing north 
29. Tenant house, facing south  
30. Filly barn, west and south elevations 
31. Japanese barn, facing east 
32. Japanese maintenance barn, facing west 
33. Quarantine barn, west and north elevations 
34. Loading chute, facing northwest 
35. Ironworks barn, facing southeast 
36. Kenney Lane barn, facing northeast 
37. Block barn, facing south 
38. Lunge ring, facing south 
39. Pastures 
40. Cistern 
41. Cemetery, facing north 

 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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