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Native Garden

In Kentucky, Native Americans grew crops like sunflowers, corn, and gourds. 
They used these plants for food and to make everyday items. Because they took 
good care of the land over many years, Kentucky became a center of gardening 
that helped many communities grow. 



Early Homes & Archaeology

Indigenous peoples’ homes were sometimes 
built using bent poles, wooden frames, and other 
materials. Often, these materials do not survive to 
the present day. Archaeologists look for patterns in 
the dirt, like postholes and fire pits, to see where 
these buildings once stood. By mapping these 
patterns, archaeologists can recreate the shape 
and layout of past homes and settlements. 0 50 100
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What is archaeology?

Archaeology is the study of human 
history through the things people 
left behind.
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Queen Anne

Queen Anne houses are easy to spot because they are colorful, detailed, and often have 
towers, turrets, and a lot of decorative trims. Built mostly in the late 1800s, these homes 
were meant to show off creativity and craftsmanship.



Sears House

In the early 1900s, you could choose from different styles and order an entire house from the 
Sears catalog. The house would arrive as a kit with all the pieces needed to build it! The Alhambra 
model features stucco walls, red tile roofs, and graceful arches. Kit homes like these can still be 
found in Kentucky cities, like Frankfort, today.
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Corner Building

Corner buildings sit at the intersection of two streets and often have shops or offices on 
the ground floor with living spaces above. These buildings were designed to catch the eye 
of pedestrians and make the most of busy street corners. In addition, the doorway is often 
placed at the building’s corner so it can be seen from either street.

Find me in 
Covington, Ky.



Firehouse

Historic firehouses in Kentucky often have tall doors for fire en-
gines. Originally, when these firehouses were first built, the fire 
engines were pulled by horses!

Find me in 
Lexington, Ky.
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Rosenwald School

Rosenwald Schools were built in the early 1900s to provide education for African American 
children in the South. In Kentucky, these schools helped communities gain access to 
learning when public education was unequal. Many of these schools still stand as important 
reminders of history and perseverance.

Find me in 
Wayne County, Ky.



WPA School

WPA Schools were built during the 1930s by the Works Progress Administration, a program 
that created jobs during the Great Depression. These sturdy schools were often made of 
brick or stone. WPA Schools not only educated children but also provided jobs for local 
communities.

Find me in 
Breathitt County, Ky.



1/1 window A window 
with two sections that slide 
up and down. Each section 
is one single pane of glass.

6/6 window  A window 
with two sections that 
slide up and down. Each 
section is divided into six 
small panes of glass by 
thin strips of wood.

Arch A curved structure 
built over an opening like 
a door or window. The 
curved shape is very strong 
and helps hold up the wall 
above the opening.

Bay window A window 
that sticks out from the 
wall of a building. It creates 
extra space inside and lets 
in light from more than one 
direction.

Lintel  
A beam placed across the 
top of a door or window 
opening to support the wall 
above it.

Fanlight  
A small, half-circle window 
above a door, with glass 
divided by strips that 
spread out like a fan.

Gable roof 
A roof with two sloping 
sides that meet at a ridge 
in the middle, making a 
triangle shape at each end.

Hipped roof  
A roof where all four 
sides slope downward to 
the walls, with no flat or 
triangular ends.

Gambrel roof A roof 
with two different slopes 
on each side. The lower 
slope is steeper, and the 
upper slope is gentler, 
meeting at the ridge in the 
middle. This shape is often 
seen on barns.

Dormer  
A small window that pokes 
out from a sloping roof, 
with its own small roof 
above it.

Transom  
A narrow window placed 
directly above a door or 
another window.

Sidelights  
Narrow windows placed on 
one or both sides of a door.

Architectural Features



Dentil Small blocks or 
“teeth” in rows that are 
used as decoration along 
the top edge of a building, 
just below where the roof 
hangs over the wall.

Chimney 
A tall brick structure that 
carries smoke from a 
fireplace out through the 
roof.

Porch  
A covered outdoor platform 
attached to the entrance of 
a building.

English bond A 
brick pattern where 
rows alternate between 
bricks with one row laid 
lengthwise and another 
row with the short ends 
facing out. 

Flemish bond A brick 
pattern where each row 
alternates between a brick 
laid lengthwise and a brick 
laid with its short end fac-
ing out, creating a checker-
board-like appearance.

Common bond A 
brick pattern where sev-
eral rows of bricks laid 
lengthwise are followed by 
one row laid with the short 
ends facing out. It is one 
of the most widely used 
brick patterns in American 
buildings.

Tuscan column 
The simplest column style. 
It has a plain, smooth body 
and a plain, flat top with 
very little decoration.

Doric column 
A plain, sturdy column 
style with a simple flat top 
and no base at the bottom.

Ionic column  
A column style recognized 
by its top, which has two 
decorative scrolls curling 
out on each side.

Corinthian column  
The most decorative 
column style, with a top 
covered in carved leaves.

Keystone  The wedge-
shaped stone placed at the 
very top center of an arch. 
It locks all the other stones 
in place and holds the arch 
together.

Quoins  Large stones 
or bricks placed at the 
corners of a building, 
usually in alternating sizes. 
They make the corners 
stronger and often serve as 
decoration too.

Architectural Features



Match the Floor Plan to the Building

1

2

3

4

5

6



Match the Floor Plan to the Building
Answers: 1.F,  2.C, 3.D, 4.B, 5.A, 6.E
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Step into the history of Kentucky and discover the places, buildings, and communities that 
shaped the Commonwealth. From gardens and early homes to historic downtown streets, 
schools, and unusual roadside landmarks, this coloring book invites you to learn about how 
people lived, worked, and built their communities. Complete the included activities to test 
your knowledge, explore history hands-on, and bring these stories to life with your own colors!

COLORING THE COMMONWEALTH
A KENTUCKY HERITAGE COUNCIL COLORING BOOK

The Barstow House, home of the Kentucky Heritage Council, ca. 2025

Download additional coloring pages from our website!
heritage.ky.gov


