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historic name Heartland, also Hartland, Farm; George and Fanny McLeod House

other names/site number WD-133
Related Multiple Property

2. Location

street & number 1470 Clifton Road NA not for publication
X

city or town Versailles vicinity

state Kentucky code KY county Woodford code zip code 40383

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

I —

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this _X _nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards |
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___national ___statewide _X local

Applicable National Register Criteria:
X A B C D

Signature of certifying official/Title Craig Potts/SHPO Date

Kentucky Heritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

| Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

' 4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is:
___entered in the National Register ___determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register
___other (explain:})

__Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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Woodford Co, KY

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)

X | private X | building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

3 1 buildings
district

1 site

2 structure
object

5 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Domestic/Single Dwelling

_Agriculture/Storage and processing

_Agriculture/Agricultural Outbuilding

Landscape/Other (Woodlands Landscape)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Domestic/Single Dwelling

Commercial/Wedding Venue

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Queen Anne
Eastlake Style

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation:  Stone/Limestone

walls: Brick

roof: Slate

other:
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Narrative Description
Summary Paragraph

Heartland Farm (WD-133) is located at 1470 Clifton Road in Woodford County, Kentucky, approximately 1.5 miles west
of the county seat of Versailles. The nominated area consists of the entire legal parcel: a 30-acre tract with six
contributing resources, including (a) dwelling house (b) the old-growth savannah landscape surrounding the house (c)
remains of the brick carriage house (d) corn crib (e) stock barn and grain silo, and (f) the well pump. There is one non-
contributing resource: a small non-contributing contemporary shed. The MclLeod Farmstead, known as Heartland in
this nomination, was established on this property in the late 1880s and became a highly celebrated farm in
northwestern Woodford County.
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Heartiand Farms
1470 Clifton Road
Woodford County, KY

NRHP Boundary

Figure 1. The proposed National Register boundary includes the entire 30-acre tract associated with Heartland Farm
(WD-133).
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Hartland Farm

= Main House
- Woodland Landscape
= Carnage House Remains

- Com Crib

- Hoy Bam and Sio

= Weil Pump

- Prefabricated Shed

Figure 2. Heartland Farm (WD-133) Site Plan.

Property Setting and Characteristics

Heartland Farm is situated in western Woodford County, within 1.2 miles east of the Clifton-McCracken Pikes Rural
Historic District.! The property was included in the initial survey of the roads in 1995, but for some reason was excluded
from the district nomination.” The rationale is unclear, but it is likely due to a desire to list the numerous antebellum
resources within this area. Whatever the case, the survey summary report noted that Heartland was individually
eligible for the National Register and listing should be pursued.

! John S. Lewis, “Clifton and McCracken Pikes Rural Historic District,” Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, March
1998.

2 Burry and Amos, Historic and Architectural Survey of the Clifton-McCracken Pike Neighborhood Area, Woodford, County, Kentucky,
Prepared for the McCracken Neighborhood Association and the Kentucky Heritage Council, December 1995.
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Figure 3. Shaded in blue is the 1998 Clifton-McCracken Pikes National Register district boundary. As can be seen,
Heartland is directly adjacent and within 1.2 miles east of the closest district boundary.

Woodford County was created from Fayette County in 1788 and is located in the Bluegrass Cultural Landscape Region,
as shown in Figure 4 below.> More particularly, the county is part of the earliest occupied regions of Kentucky - the
Inner Bluegrass region, which includes Lexington, Paris, Winchester, Georgetown, and Versailles. Woodford County
contains 192-square miles, and is known for its gently rolling hills and deep limestone formations, which reportedly
provide productive soil for horses, cattle, and crops.? The Clifton-McCracken area, which is located in western
Woodford County between the county seat of Versailles and the Kentucky River, was among the earliest areas settled.
Clifton Road is presumed to be the oldest of these routes, as it is the only road leading directly to the Kentucky River;
the route was known early on, in fact, as the Woodford Landing Pike.® Settlement along these historic corridors
occurred as early as the late eighteenth century; however, little remains of this very early occupancy, according to the
1998 National Register listing.® Geographically, the Clifton-McCracken area fits into the acceptable norm for the region
with an underlying karst topography, rolling land surface, numerous springs, and fertile loan soils.” The area is
characterized by an early-to-mid nineteenth agricultural landscape that was largely established by the antebellum era,
as documented in the 1998 Clifton and McCracken Pikes National Register district.?

3 Ron D. Bryant, “Woodford County,” in Kleber, ed., The Kentucky Encyclopedia, 966.
4 1bid.

5 Burry and Amos, 40.

8 Lewis, “Clifton and McCracken Pikes Rural Historic District,” 8-2 — 8-4.

7 Burry and Amos, 5.

8 Lewis, Clifton and McCracken Pikes Rural Historic District.”
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Figure 4. Woodford County is situated within the Inner Bluegrass Cultural Landscape region.

The main farmhouse is located down a long paved drive, which measures 300 feet, from Clifton Road ending in a semi-
circular driveway. The entrance to the drive from Clifton Road is flanked by two stone pillars; the cast iron gate, that
permitted entrance, is no longer in situ. The main house, which faces south, is nestled within an historic woodland
savannah landscape, buffering it from the adjacent roadway. The domestic yard is located north (to the rear) of the
house and includes remains of a carriage house, a well, and a corn crib. The barn lot and field are located further north
behind the main house and domestic yard.

A series of brick walkways was installed when the house was built, intended to connect the exterior domestic space
with the interior work spaces. These walkways are constructed of herringbone pattern brick, and are located along the
east and rear elevations. It is likely these were meant to be used by servants and/or access from the carriage house into
the main house. See Figure 6.

Figure 5. Entrance drive into Heartland Farm, looking north from Clifton Road. (Photo 0001).
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Figure 6. Brick walkway leading to east elevation porch, looking west toward interior service spaces. (Photo 0002).

Previously Recorded Resources

The McLeod Farmstead, known as Heartland in this nomination, was established on this property in the late 1880s. The
site previously included an antebellum farmstead, known as Hartland, for its owners Hart and Mary Duncan Gibson, of
Fayette County, Kentucky. The Gibsons sold their Folk Victorian farmhouse, brick hemp barn, and stone spring house as
part of the transfer to the McLeods. The Gibsons did not live on site, but rather rented to tenant farmers throughout
their ownership. Rather than reside in the modest mid-nineteenth century tenant house, the McLeods purchased the
property, and added a fashionable house and outbuildings as part of their re-imagining of the farmstead. The McLeods
did not tear down the Gibson house, but likely used it for tenant farmers. In the 2000s, the Prichard family, who
purchased the property in the early twentieth century, sold the portion of the farm with the Gibson farmstead. The
Gibson farm was surveyed in the 1990s as part of a Clifton-McCracken Pike survey effort, but is no longer extant except
for the ruins of a stone springhouse. More details about this transition are available in Section 8 of this document.
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A — Main House - Description of the Exterior

The Heartland Farmhouse was constructed circa 1886 for Dr. George and Fanny McLeod. This two- story, full brick
masonry Queen Anne farmhouse features Eastlake stylistic elements. Architectural interest and texture typical of the
Queen Anne style is achieved by varying types of decorative brick, stone, and slate work. As with most Queen Anne
style houses, this dwelling has an asymmetrical shape, typical of the late Victorian period. The house rests on a cut
stone foundation and has a stone sill course. The steeply pitched hipped roof with lower cross gables is covered in slate
shingles and is pierced with eight brick interior chimneys of various sizes. Decorative bands of red shingles run
horizontally along the roof in a fish scale pattern and provide contrast to the gray slate rectangular shingles. Slate
covers the large overhanging eaves, which is laid in an alternating red and grey pattern. The house has 1/1 double hung
wood windows unless otherwise noted. There are also a few wood single pane basement windows with horizontally
positioned metal bars. The front of the house is a natural red brick color. White paint is seen on other elevations; most
prominently on the east elevation, as the house was once painted white. Wood trim is painted a light brown color.
Although no pattern book design was discovered in this study, the McLeod house was likely adapted from a pattern
book design, as was fashionable in the late nineteenth century.

Previous Rehabilitation Work

According to the Prichard family, the house was rehabilitated in the mid-1940s by Whayne W. Hafler, a Lexington
architect.® As part of this, the house received updates such as modern HVAC system, electrical service, addition of closet
space, and a bathroom on the first floor. In addition, new attic access was provided on the second floor hall; the east
elevation side porch was enclosed; and a bay window was removed on the west elevation. It is also likely the interior
walnut woodwork was painted at this time; some of the walls and ceilings were wallpapered; and the decorative
plasterwork on the ceilings was removed.'® The two-story Eastlake style front porch was removed prior to the
renovations by the Prichard family. See Figure 7 below. The Heartland plague, noting the construction date, was likely
added or altered during the 1940s rehab work. The farm was known as Hartland prior to 1906 and the name was
possibly changed because of confusion with an adjacent farm, known as Spring Hill or Hartland in the twentieth century.
This matter will be discussed in more detail in Section 8 of this document.
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Figure 7. The Prichard family, who owned the property from 1907-2017, provided these early twentieth century photos.
To the left is a view of the two-story front porch prior to its removal. To the right is a view of the fagade in which one
can see the former porch

® The family owned this house from 1906-2017. They reportedly threw the rehabilitation blueprints away when they were cleaning
the house after the death of their mother, Lucy Prichard, who resided in the house at the time of her passing. Mrs. Prichard named
the architect during a field site visit in 1978, which the authors found noted in the KHC survey files.

10 A description of this work was provided by the current owners who corresponded with Nathan Prichard, son of Lucy Prichard.
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Primary Facade (South Elevation)

The primary fagade (south elevation) is distinguished by asymmetry and variations in wall surface typical of a Queen
Anne style house. This fagade is five bays in width and has a running bond brick pattern. A projecting clipped gable bay
with flared overhanging eaves is located on the fagade’s southwest corner and is topped by a gablet roof. The gablet
features a decorative fanlight window.

If looking from west to east, the first floor features a single elongated wood window, a small stone Heartland date
plague within a recessed stone picture panel that announces “Heartland 1886,”and an elongated single wood window.
The first floor windows are recessed from the main plane of the house and capped by a simple stone label arch that
keys into a stone lintel course. Rather than a continuous course, this lintel course is interrupted by a block of banded
stone work that keys into the Gothic-like label molding at each first floor window. A decorative row of stone beaded
scalloping is situated at the head of the windows. Just above the date plaque is an arched recess with decorative basket-
weave brickwork. The arch is characterized by a wedge-shaped gauged brick work and a fluted stone keystone. The
small stone date plaque for the house states: “Heartland 1886.” A recessed entry is situated just east of this projecting
bay, near the center of the facade. Originally, a decorative two-story porch filled this void, but as noted above, this
porch was removed some time in the early-to-mid twentieth century (See Figure 7 above). The entrance would likely
have seemed less symmetrical with the original porch in situ. Access to the porch is gained through three stone steps.
The porch flooring is brick. Entrance into the house is accommodated from a stone step through a pair of wood panel
single-light doors. These doors are capped by a three-light transom window and a decorative carved stone lintel
surround. Traveling further east, there are two elongated wood windows. Unlike their counterparts to the west, a
decorative carved stone lintel surround caps these windows. The east side of the fagade does not utilize a lintel course
but does have a continuous stone sill course.

If looking west to east, the second floor of the primary fagade features two 1/1 wood windows with stone sills and
decorative carved stone lintel surrounds. As with the windows below, a stone lintel course is interrupted by a block of
banded stone work before keying into the stone window lintel surround. A decorative band of stone beaded scalloping
is found at each window’s head. A simple wood cornice is situated just below the eaves of the clipped gable on this
projecting bay, which continues the length of the primary facade. Just east of this bay is an elongated second floor 1/1
wood window positioned directly over the entry doors. This window has a decorative stone lintel surround and a
simple stone sill. Moving east, there is a cantilevered box bay wood window sheltered by a slate pent roof and
supported on three decorative wooden brackets. This window features Eastlake style millwork, including bullseye
rosettes, surrounding two 2 by 2 wood windows with single pane transom heads above each window. Below the
windows there are recessed panels with small stone carved scalloping underneath.

Finally the basement level has several windows on this elevation. These windows are placed symmetrically below the
first floor sash and all are fixed pane wood windows with three horizontally positioned metal bars. If looking from east
to west, there are two wood windows on the projecting clipped gable; and two wood windows west of the porch area.
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Figure 8. Primary fagade (south elevation), looking northwest. (Photo 0003).
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