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Main Street Monday! 
 

 March 2, 2026 

                                                        Comings and Goings 

   It is always hard to say “see you soon” to our 

   directors. We don’t say goodbye as we try to 

   support them and still be available as they  

   take on new roles. Erica Eldridge did an  

   amazing job in her role as the director of the  

   Tri-Cities. She is starting a new role as the  

   Manager of the Benham School House Inn 

    where we know she will set the course for 

new activities, spaces, and if you are lucky you will find her cinnamon 

rolls on a visit.  We are sharing something she wrote with a few tweaks 

to show past tense hat describes her role with Main Street.  

My first year as Director of the Tri-Cities Main Street       
Program—a year that can only be described as a whirlwind 
of activity, progress, and community pride. Stepping into 
the role on December 18, 2023, I brought with me a deep 
appreciation for the unique historical culture of the Tri-
Cities: Cumberland, Benham, and Lynch. While each        
community has its own distinct personality, all three share   
a common legacy rooted in the coal industry.  

In July 2024, the Harlan County Fiscal Court transferred      
day-to-day operations of the Senior Citizens Center to the 
Tri-Cities Main Street Program. We rebranded the facility as 
The Center on Main to better serve both the community 
and our program’s mission. Since rebranding, the center has 
welcomed approximately 3,496 guests for events, activities, 
and rentals. Event rentals help fund the Main St. program.  

Reflecting on my time as Director, I recognize that there is 
still much to learn. I believe that continual learning is essen-
tial to growth, and I am grateful for the opportunity to have 
served in this role. The old saying is true—if you love what 
you do, you’ll never work a day in your life. This position 
allowed me to not only contribute to our community’s            
progress but also to connect with friends and neighbors 
every day.  

The future of the Tri-Cities Main Street Program is bright, 
and I am proud of the progress we have made together.  

We know that Erica will continue to learn and serve. We 
look forward to her continued success and the opportunity 
that will be available to a new director who is passionate 
about the community and will build upon the momentum 
that has been created.  

 

In Pineville we 

are saying hello 

to Candace 

Tingan although 

we already knew 

her. Candace has 

taken the reins   

as the Main Street director. Candace served on the 

board and then as Interim director for a bit before  

being hired as the new director.  Santa gave her the 

seal of approval. Candace provided the following. 

I’m not originally from Southeast Kentucky. I grew up 

just outside of Baltimore, MD, but moved to Pineville 

from Las Vegas, NV. When I first arrived, I didn’t have 

anyone to show me around. It can be very hard to 

build new connections as an outsider in a rural        

community, and it took a few years for things to click.        

Organizations like Main Street Pineville provided      

opportunities for me to connect with others through 

events that I could just show up to, like community 

clean-ups, pet-friendly get-togethers, and local shops 

where I could become a regular. Becoming part of 

Main Street Pineville in every capacity that I have 

served is a true testament to the power of place-

making, the belonging that comes with community, 

and the case for small businesses.  

It is an incredible privilege to take on the responsibility 

of this position at this time in Pineville’s story, as our 

courthouse square beautification project has recently 

been completed. We are both proud and eager to  

welcome residents and visitors alike to our beautiful 

downtown. It is not lost on me to recognize those who 

have come before me, whose efforts have helped  

orient us towards future growth. I look forward to the 

opportunity to do right by their work and cultivate an 

environment in which our current and future efforts will 

also thrive and bloom. I’m grateful to be here! 
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                             Celebrating 2025.  Reinvesting in Kentucky Main Street Communities! 

A vibrant downtown doesn’t happen by accident. It takes intention, investment, and people willing to roll up 
their sleeves to make a difference. People working every day on small things that make a big impact! 

It is time once again to celebrate the reinvestments made in Kentucky Main Street communities. These communities 
continue to prove that thoughtful downtown investment delivers real returns for the Commonwealth. In 2025 alone,     
Kentucky Main Street (KYMS) communities reported a total reinvestment of $75,048,151.00 in their historic down-
town districts. That number represents more than buildings and streetscapes. It reflects local confidence, business 
growth, and long-term economic stability in communities across Kentucky. In the years 2020-2025 over $290 million 
dollars was invested. These are not large urban communities but those who populations range from 970 to just shy 

of 27,000. 

This reinvestment resulted in 1,827 new full-time jobs and 186 new part-time jobs, creating meaningful employ-
ment opportunities in both small towns and larger downtown districts. Job creation at this level strengthens local tax 

bases, supports families, and keeps talent in Kentucky. 

Entrepreneurship also remains strong, with 67 new businesses opening and 28 existing businesses expanding. 
These numbers matter because locally owned businesses circulate dollars within the community, support other local  
enterprises, and create vibrant downtowns that attract visitors and residents alike. Several Main Street communities     

operate incubator spaces providing a place to begin turning a dream into a reality.  

Preservation continues to be a cornerstone of the Main Street approach. Communities completed 24 rehabilitation      
projects, investing $8,230,608.74 directly into historic buildings. These projects not only protect Kentucky’s          
architectural heritage but also return underutilized properties to productive use, increasing property values and         
generating additional local revenue. Good buildings bring good businesses that enhance the economic vitality of     

the downtown. 

Public and private sectors worked hand-in-hand to make this progress possible. Public investment totaled 
$8,924,265.74, while private investment reached $23,600,119.00 This demonstrates strong leverage of public  
dollars to stimulate private commitment. Additionally, 102 public improvement projects enhanced infrastructure,  

accessibility, and overall downtown appeal. 

Housing growth, while modest at 14 new residential units, is an important signal of renewed interest in downtown 
living. This is a critical component for sustaining restaurants, retail, and services beyond business hours. Developing 
upper story housing that previously served as storage brings those who are excited to be in the downtown. While 
these spaces may be limited the return on the investment is well worth the effort and many projects also may be 

eligible for historic rehabilitation tax credits.  

Finally, none of this happens without people. Kentucky Main Street communities logged 25,778 volunteer hours,            
representing an estimated value of $759,663.00 in donated time. That level of civic engagement underscores that 
Main Street is not just an economic development strategy it is a community development movement powered by 

grassroots involvement in partnership with local leadership. 

These numbers demonstrate that investing in downtowns through the Kentucky Main Street program is not simply 
about beautification; it is a strategic economic development tool that generates jobs, supports entrepreneurship,       

preserves historic assets, and strengthens Kentucky’s overall economy. 
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Oh, the places we’ll go on Main Street this week, 

With partners who help our downtowns so to speak! 

Not just with bricks and not just with stores, 

But story walk pages and so much more. 

We team up with friends who lend books by the stack, 

Who open up places from front to the back. 

Yes, our wonderful library always so bright, 

Fills our curious days and curious nights. 

Main Street brings shoppers, events, and cheer, 

The library brings knowledge year after year. 

Together as partners we’re stronger just see 

What happens when books meet communities! 

From story time giggles to history talks, 

From window displays to downtown walks, 

When we partner up, the magic is sweet                                           

Where learning and local businesses meet! 

For the first time, Maysville Main Street is offering a 

scholarship for graduating seniors. Students explore 

your historic downtown and write an essay, make a 

video and share with us YOUR ideas for the future.  

Visit Maysville Main Street on Facebook for the link 

to the application in case you would like to R & D this 

idea. 
Are you aware one of the top chefs in the 

country has a restaurant in downtown 

Paducah!  Sara Bradley is at the helm of the 

success of the Freight House.  

The restaurant offers elevated southern & 

midwestern cuisine in a historic vegetable 

depot all  featuring as much locally sourced  

items as possible. The menu changes with 

the season and Sara says sometimes daily. 

Sara was recently the winner of Paducah 

Burget Week. And is currently competing on 

The Food Network Tournament of Champi-

ons with Guy Fieri.  Be sure to tune in! 

To learn more visit: 

 https://freighthousefood.com/faqs/ 

Planning is taking place now across 

the network for summer concerts and 

music events. If you are interested in 

sharing your music in one of our 

communities contact the Main Street 

director and if they are not the coordi-

Stay tuned for the story of a new partnership 

in one of our communities! 
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If you are not following Jeff Siegler at Revitalize or Die, You should.  

Now you may not always agree with him, but he will give you something 

to think about. Jeff has been a Main Street director & State Coordinator 

so he is not a random guy who just rants or talks a lot although he may 

be guilty of that sometimes, he has walked the walk and talks the talk. 

We  had a conversation on Friday with a town that has plenty of parking, 

however it lacks signage or any other information on where to park. We 

too have tried to retire from parking wars and yet here we are again.  
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Since its debut in 2017, the AARP Community           
Challenge has invested $24.3 million in 2,100          
livability projects, with a  focus on meeting the 
needs of adults age 50 or older.         

Applications are due by March 4, 2026 - 2026 AARP 
Community Challenge    

The program is open to IRS-recognized nonprofit 
organizations, such as those designated 501(c)(3), 
501(c)(4) and 501(c)(6), as well as to local govern-
ments. 

Wayfinding signage is 

so important to a 

community. We are 

excited to see the 

signs that have           

recently been in-

stalled in Perryville! 

Which of these two pictures is 

providing a better quality of 

life and a higher rate of return 

for the community?  Where 

would you want to spend your 

time and dollars???                           

You can make this a reality in 

your community no matter 

your size!     Be bold!  

Think design, think economic 

vitality, think outside the box! 

Find that favorite workwear because 

spring is on it’s way which means time 

for Spring Clean Ups!   Sign up with 

your community or better yet, take the 

lead as a volunteer! 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us.list-manage.com/Zq-7GXU74T8?e=6b93a49b30&c2id=0ec8808c188b3678185b53549e82987e__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!lvK4dPecr1sY0PFHkxKn2Cg5N39kDbtb0WEo-unjpV3UrVt5SFzjCzO5ifQxW0COe2oDhgdfsLeUifZKsauYpVKn3jXV$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us.list-manage.com/Zq-7GXU74T8?e=6b93a49b30&c2id=0ec8808c188b3678185b53549e82987e__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!lvK4dPecr1sY0PFHkxKn2Cg5N39kDbtb0WEo-unjpV3UrVt5SFzjCzO5ifQxW0COe2oDhgdfsLeUifZKsauYpVKn3jXV$
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In celebration of St. Patrick's Day, we are launching a Search & Find            
Treasure Hunt throughout Downtown Perryville highlighting our 
town's rich history! This 5-day clue experience will build each day, 
leading you to find Perryville's Pot O' Gold, a Perryville Gift Card   

bundle worth $500!  
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It will be here before you know it!  Check out the 

schedule, then come network with us and be          

immersed in the passion of Main Street professionals 

from across the country!  Our own Teresa Mays of 

Beattyville is a speaker! 


