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Main Street Monday! 
 

 June 15, 2026 

It has been a very busy past few weeks!  We closed out 

Preservation Month by attending the Ida Lee Willis 

awards. This annual award program, hosted by the Ida 

Lee Willis Foundation and the Kentucky Heritage        

Council / State Historic Preservation Office, recognizes 

outstanding contributions to historic preservation 

throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky where          

Carrollton Main Street director was awarded the Service 

to Preservation Award.  

Ida Lee Willis was the first state historic preservation 

officer. Craig Potts is our current SHPO and has served in 

that role since 2013.  

Columbia Art House board members 

Hal Sullivan and Jeff Canter who was 

also a long time Paducah Main Street 

board member were presented the 

Grassroots Preservation Award for 

the Columbia Art House, Paducah  

From Ida Lee we moved on to welcoming our KY Main Street  

directors, board members, and others to our in person training 

that was delayed due to the winter weather.   

We filmed our Summer Shopping video with Greg Smith from the 

Tourism, Arts, & Heritage cabinet who always does a fabulous 

job. We will share when it is up and running.  We had a great 

networking lunch to honor Sam.  

Then we held our Main Street awards!  An official press release 

will be coming this week and we will share it on our KY Main 

It's hard to imagine KY Main Street without Sam, but we're 

excited to celebrate a retirement that has been so richly       

deserved. Sam has served as a leader and mentor to us all for 

25 years.  He will continue to serve as he becomes a member 

of the Kentucky Main Street Association, a 501C3 organization 

that supports the work and partners with the state program. 

Fundraising efforts are on-going for the restoration. You can            

learn more and  donate at columbiaarthouse.org  

View a little of Sam’s career on Page 2 

If you’d like to send him a note you can email him 

at cmainst@carrolltonky.net before June 30 or 

mail him a note to P.O. Box 761,  Carrollton, KY 

41008 
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Caroline Reece-Maysville, Jill Dotson-Pikeville, Celia 

Shoffner-Middlesboro & Blaine McDonald– Paducah 

assisted in the filming of our video with Greg Smith. 

Directors and board members including our Jr. MS 

director, Gracie, will also have a starring role in the 

video.  

Experienced directors, 10 years or more, shared         

their “what I wish I had known” and “what I’d do                      

differently” with a Q&A session for directors. 

We learned from our peers. Tracy Robinson, 

Guthrie shared From Vision to Economic Impact. 

Transformation Strategies.  

 

Projects are not the                                                               

Strategy! Projects                                                    

create activity…                                                                    

Strategy creates                                                         

outcomes!  

We learned from the experts. Award winning journalist and KHC board 

member, Tom Eblen shared a new strategy for telling your story.  
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We enjoyed a special lunch at 

the Glitz Restaurant inside the 

fabulous Irish Acres Antiques in 

honor of Sam.  

The owners Emilie McCauley 

and Jane DeLauter were quest 

speakers in the past and shared 

how they became a destination 

business. It is a wonderful 

adaptive reuse project in the 

former Nonesuch Elementary 

School. Go for lunch or just a 

visit and let them know we 

sent you! 

Beattyville  

Gracie is the Jr. Main 

Street director in 

Beattyville. She takes 

her job seriously and 

is always willing to 

help.  Teaching and 

letting our youth        

participate builds our 

future community 

leaders! 

A special group of volunteers assisted in the 

planting and beautification of downtown. 

It takes a village! Pikeville 

Main St. board prepared 

for their annual Dinner in 

White FUNdraiser that 

took place on the 13th. 
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A few shots from the awards 

program. It was a different 

vibe this year as we gathered 

at Equus Run Winery to enjoy 

the beautiful outdoors.       

Directors assisted in           

presenting awards and 

attendees learned about 

great projects and fabulous 

volunteers.  Thank you to all 

who attended and congrats 

to all the winners!  More next 

week. 

Pikeville  Shelbyville  

Maysville  

The Venue was lovely and Bree’s Kitchen was our caterer. 

LaGrange director, Sarah Garret, assisting with 

presentations. 
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Please share this          

opportunity with           

individuals or firms who 

may be qualified to   

provide the expertise 

and  services needed to  

continue bringing this 

building back to its          

former glory. As an      

anchor building within 

the community, its 

preservation and revital-

ization play a vital role 

in supporting downtown 

investment, celebrating 

local heritage, and         

inspiring future growth.  

Did you know that dedicated trails and bike-friendly towns 

attract visitors who spend heavily on lodging, food, and gear?    

According to Better Bike Share homes near dedicated bike      

paths and walkable neighborhoods consistently see higher           

resale values.   However, we have to make the bike parking   

accessible. There is a reason this bike rack is empty.     

 A friend posted this photo recently.  This is why downtown 

design is important.  
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Lots of happenings around the network. We’ll list all 

the America 250 celebrations in our next editions. 

Here is another way to know what is going on! Aly and Blaine share 

live on the Perryville and Paducah Main Street pages! Check them out! 

Think about who your           

partners might be.  

They may not be in your          

community.  Scottsville will be 

batting 1,000 when they hang 

out with the Bowling Green 

Hot Rods on June 27th. 
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Not that any Kentuckian needs 

to be reminded, but it is           

Bourbon Week and Bardstown 

is celebrating big!  Make plans 

to visit and support the locally 

owned businesses!  

Another new business in downtown Murray! You can find 

them next to Imagination Alley!  

We also want to thank our 

Public Works departments 

who do so much for our         

communities. From snow        

removal, garbage pick up, and 

hanging flowers and banners. 

We greatly appreciate you! 

Pictured is part of the                

Springfield team. 

And you can 

end the week 

with a toast to 

Summer! 


