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Main Street Monday! 
 

 August 31, 2026 

One again summer has flown by!  Always so 

much going on and it seems to go by quicker 

every year. Labor Day is on the way! 

The Main Street Monday newsletter will be 

undergoing some changes soon as Publisher 

will cease to function October 1st. This has 

been such a useful tool I’m not sure why they 

have decided to discontinue it. It may take 

some time after September for a new format 

to be in place. I’m not sure I am up to the 

learning curve.  I’ll keep you posted as we 

move forward. Just know I am very sad about 

the changes and how it will limit how the         

usual information being delivered.  

I recently took two days to travel to celebrate 

a friend’s birthday. I saw lots of MS towns in 

GA, MS, and TN and while I stole some ideas 

to share of course, KY towns are just the 

best. I know I am partial, but our communities 

and their MS programs are working hard eve-

ry day to provide for locals and tourist alike. 

Ideas will be shared in a future newsletter.  

It is not surprise to us that all three winners in KY 

Living’s Best Shopping District are all Main Street 

communities!  Each one is different and full of 

great local shops and wonderful places to meet up 

with friends for coffee, lunch, or a meal.                           

Plan to make your visit soon.  

         Congratulations to all of the winners!! 

We want to give a warm MS  

welcome to Vanessa McMahan 

as the new Main Street director 

for the Tri-Cities of Cumberland, 

Benham, and Lynch.   

Vanessa moved to the area from 

Asheville, NC and we know she 

has a lot of great ideas to share. 

She is full of energy and enthu-

siasm and is excited to join our 

MS network. 

She has arrived just in time for 

Possum Fest which you do not 

want to miss!   

Have you seen our        

agencies new coloring 

book??  It is so cool! It’s a 

perfect fun teaching tool 

for children and young 

adults and a great book         

for adults too!  

We had fun creating this 

great resource and yes, 

there is a Main Street 

page :) You can download 

this from the KHC website 

or our Facebook pages.  

It is a great tool to share with your local 

schools/teachers and local library. We 

think you will enjoy it just as much as 

we do so get your crayons and colored 

pencils out and enjoy a little color in 

your life! 
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https://lisc-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 

For all you quilter and seamstress who are 

missing that big box fabric store, we have you 

covered!  You know about Bridgette in Pikeville 

but we have a brand new shop in LaGrange! 

There is also a yarn shop in downtown                       

LaGrange so grab your fabric friends and go 

check it out!  You might even see the train!  

Plan your trip for September and enjoy Harvest 

on the Rails! 

           How did we get here?   

As we look at placemaking and being 

places people want to be consider 

this from the 2014 Smithsonian.com   

By the 1960’s, cars had become so 

dominant that when civil engineers 

made the first computer models to 

study how traffic flows they didn’t 

even bother to consider pedestrians!   

If we want thriving communities we 

must have safe downtowns. Planning 

for People first will help increase the 

economic vitality of any community. 

As we begin closing out a grant KYMS        

was awarded we had a blind drawing for        

registration to a Main Street conference. The 

grant was for capacity building and education 

and what better use than training directors. We 

had 3 categories, 1. less than 2 years, 2. less 

than 5, and 3. experienced. We are pleased to 

announce the recipients.  

1. Blaine McDonald– Paducah 

2.Celia Shoffner –Middlesboro (and it was her 

birthday! 

3. Emma Wireman– Salyersville  

Congratulations to all! 
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One of our favorite consultants, Janet Hurn, conducted a very well attended merchants training in 

Perryville last week. Janet was our consultant for Small Business Coaching grant we received 

from Main Street America and spoke at our fall conference in 2025. She can present on multiple 

topics. You can reach her at Future Ready Consulting 1 513-995-2330. You can also find her on 

Facebook and YouTube. She is located in Wyoming, Ohio, a suburb of Cincinnati so very close for 

our Kentucky programs.  

Who doesn’t love an independent 

bookstore! Everyone is excited for The 

Book Burrow on Main Street in down-

town Perryville!  

It’s a bit 

early, but 

we know 

people love 

those fall 

flavors. 

Stop in 

Gem City 

Cakes in 

Pineville to 

see           

Jennifer 

and tell her 

we sent 

you.  

Anyone have an old 

beauty shop that is just 

waiting to be a               

restaurant?? This was 

the  cutest adaptive     

reuse in Memphis 

called the Beauty Shop. 

Zoom in to see the        

dryer hood. There are a 

number of these seats 

and booths! 
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Board meetings don’t and shouldn’t just 

take place around a table. The Beattyville 

board took to the streets at their August 

mtg. The took a walk and covered several 

downtown updates, including upcoming 

events, our Farmers Market, current grant 

projects, a “Taste Your Town "passport, the 

Ky Coal Heritage Trail Summit, Town 

Square mural, and other ways we can           

continue supporting our downtown. They 

also looked at potential placement for signs 

and improvements along the Main Street 

Mile project.  Moving and improving!  

Here are just a few shots of the new 

trail head signs along the Point Park 

River Walk that comes right to down-

town Carrollton. 

Did you know they also have swings 

that you can sit and watch the river? 

Take a trip to Carrollton and enjoy a 

walk, a beautiful view, and sweet 

downtown with 8 new businesses!  

And they have this great new billboard that even tells you 

that you are on mile 545 of the Ohio River!  Ed Hill’s         

photo of Carrollton is absolutely beautiful!  

Caroline Reece was            

just one of the Main St 

directors you may see 

at the state fair. It’s a 

great place to learn 

about so many of our 

communities and KY! 

If you visit her in 

Maysville you might 

hear a few Dolly tunes, 

show tunes and more 

in the downtown!  
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How do you lend your time 

and talents to your town? You 

don’t have to volunteer for 

everything, just something as 

simple as what Charlie does 

makes a big impact. This is 

Charlie Clarke. He lives down 

the street from here, but when 

he is mowing or weed eating 

his property, he comes across 

to do the area around the Cox 

Building just as a kindness. 

Thank you, Charlie. Maysville 

is lucky to have good citizens 

like Charlie!  

We love this activity!  It is some-

thing everyone could R & D and for 

those who may not know that 

means rip off & duplicate. What a 

great way to get the littles in your 

community off to a great start as a 

future business owner.  

The Main Street Market in Guthrie 

supports young entrepreneurs on a 

regular basis and you can too!  

We look forward to seeing what the 

youth in Pineville are up to. Get out 

and support the future of your town.  

Realtor Kelly Jones invites you to 

come visit their new EXIT Realty 

office on the Square in downtown 

Scottsville! A ribbon cutting was 

held on August 27th..  
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Join the Heart of Scottsville September 4th from 6–8 
PM in Historic Downtown Scottsville for September 
First Friday Street Fair + Car Show.  

Gospel Night on the Square Gospel Night on the 
Square is proudly sponsored by Mills Real Estate and 
Auction Company. 

We will miss Dolly for so many reasons and we 

should all try to be more like her spirit. A few  

rhinestones wouldn’t hurt either.  Many tributes 

can be found at a variety of places in our MS towns.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1792240801762971/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa1y0Xwne8VOMq4VWz10oD-YWEWy1TqzT0ZPWRjgXRjS23rTaoeXdjBYD0j-7ypVrVi51lW0pMyjWGWPNODCT3xomLv-lGa35eD7krKFwcgHoGejj1rPLIw3V8LhizUuNWADqN8sZO8iKNWdGuwsy3nHM_WTn-TUd0PBs8joPzQbyaT4MF-uKwwTOLNk6H80m
https://www.facebook.com/Millsauctions?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa1y0Xwne8VOMq4VWz10oD-YWEWy1TqzT0ZPWRjgXRjS23rTaoeXdjBYD0j-7ypVrVi51lW0pMyjWGWPNODCT3xomLv-lGa35eD7krKFwcgHoGejj1rPLIw3V8LhizUuNWADqN8sZO8iKNWdGuwsy3nHM_WTn-TUd0PBs8joPzQbyaT4MF-uKwwTOLNk6H80mY&__tn__=-%
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Downtown Pikeville is inviting community to gather, reflect, and 
pay their respects. Located on Division Street in front of the   
Judicial Center, our iconic teal butterfly chairs offer a special 
space for remembrance. Inspired by the butterflies found 
throughout Dolly’s beloved mountain properties in  Tennessee, 
these sculptures serve as a lasting symbol of hope, transfor-
mation, and the creative spirit that lives within each of us.  

Coach Elliott and the UPike football team scored big by help-

ing downtown Pikeville with several projects. This is a great 

service project for the team and they can take pride in being 

a part of the community. Thank you Bears! 
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Main Street is all 

about having healthy 

activities in our         

communities. Many 

hold Farmer’s Mkts 

or have the Main 

Street Mile and now 

the Tri-Cities Main 

Street program is 

holding Fitness         

classes. We think this 

is a great idea!  A 

place to connect and 

have fun with fitness 

all leading to a 

healthy you!  

Do you have your ticket yet?? $10 might just get you 

a $500 cash prize!   

It’s time for the award winning Possum 

Fest!! Plan now to have a fun time in the 

mountains! 

              Downtown Williamsburg  

Some crosswalks in Paducah cele-

brate their river heritage. It also 

makes a beautiful public art piece 

and add interest to the area.  
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Our colleagues at the Kentucky Heritage Council traveled to Beattyville on 
the 27th to discuss updates about the historic WPA Building on Main Street. 
Today’s meeting included Mike Radeke, Jennifer Peachee Harris, Mayor 
Scott Jackson, Jennifer McIntosh of KRADD, Paul Nesbitt of Nesbitt          

Engineering, and Main Street Director Teresa Mays. 

The city of Beattyville recently received a $75,000 America 250 preservation 

grant for the continued restoration of the WPA building. 

Carrollton director, Kamryn 

Knight was at the state fair  

this week sharing all about her 

community  and look at that 

great shirt she has on!  

If you’d like one of these great 

shirts check with your MS    

director. We will also have 

some available at the KLC 

gathering in Covington later 

this month. Come see us! 


