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There is much sadness in saying goodbye to
Microsoft Publisher. For so many years, Publisher
has been my go-to for putting together the Main
Street Monday newsletter and lots of other items.

| know exactly where everything is, how | want it to
look, and most importantly t has felt like an old friend
that I could count on every week. But, as often
happens, technology has decided it is time for a
change. So, for a while, the newsletter will be
absent until | figure out a new way to deliver the
news. When | do the newsletter will likely look
different as | work through a new way of putting
everything together. Please bear with me as | learn a
new system and get things back to looking & feeling
like “our” Main Street Monday.

The information and stories will still be here, the
format may just be taking a little road trip of its own!

Until then please check Kentucky Main Street and
our communities along with the Kentucky Heritage
Council social media and websites for updated
information on all the happenings around our
network.

Thank you being loyal readers and | certainly hope
this newsletter provides you with helpful information
as you continue in your work of having the finest
Main Street communities in the land.
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“The format may change, but the mission hasn't.

1o
=

& CONVERSATION

Main Street Monday!

m (SR September 29, 2026

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

Why documenting accomplishment matters.
With accreditation and annual reporting coming
around again it is important to remember:

If You Did It, Tell Your Story!
It is important to keep track of:

e New businesses and businesses that closed
Building improvements and rehabilitation

Public improvements

New jobs

Events and attendance

Volunteer hours (You have lots, count them all!)
Partnerships and grants

e Before-and-after photos

Don’t wait until the deadline is near, start thinking

about all the things that have taken place outside of

your regular reinvestment reporting. The work you do

every day matters, and documenting it helps tell the

story of what Main Street means to your community.
Brag on yourself and your organization!

October brings lots of activity to our downtowns.

Fall festivals, shopping, Halloween, football weekends,
harvest events, art walks, and holiday shopping
preparation.

It’s time to begin refining plans for holiday shopping
promotions and prepare the merchants and the city
for all things holiday from Halloween to Thanksgiving to
Shop Small Saturday, Christmas and others that occur
prior to the beginning of 2027!



Thank you to all that serve! Behind the scenes work at Main Street is the not
IVOMWA’ so glamourous or the part that people don't see. The board is continually
. working to support projects and initiatives that make our downtowns safer,

do not necessarily

Nave thetinie, 0 to do that is to participate in an AARP walki dit. Material
they just have the heart. ne way to do that is to participate in an walking audit. Materials can

be found on line at aarp.org. A walking audit allows you to see if there are
areas that need attention such as broken or uneven sidewalks, missing strip-
ing in the crosswalk, lighting, finding the “pain points” of the downtown and
addressing them to make a meaningful difference. This helps everyone feel

~ safer and more comfortable walking and exploring downtown.

more inviting, and more walkable for everyone.

committee takes on. It isn’'t always something you see at an event, but you
certainly notice if it there is a problem. Walking the streets, identifying needs,
having conversations and doing the behind-the-scenes work that helps move
your community forward!

KYMS tip! Don't try to do everything yourself.

One of the greatest strengths of a Main Street organization is its ability to bring people together. Your board
doesn't have to do all the work. Your director doesn't have to do all the work. And your volunteers don't
have to do all the work.

Look for the people in your community who have an idea, a skill, a business connection or simply a
willingness to help—and give them an opportunity to be part of Main Street.

Jacob Roan is still helping us out :) Jacob is a former MS director
and now the Asst. City Mgr. in Corbin. There is still time to
register for the SOAR conference and he has provided a coupon
Good through the end of the day tomorrow!

umpan%l https://soar-ky.org/2026-soar-summit-registration/

Promo Code: CORBIN

Are you a small business owner? Or are you someone who
supports small business owners in your community?

The Main Street America Small Business Hub was created for you.
When you sign up for this free online platform, you get instant ac-
cess to expert-led workshops, networking with peers from around
the country, a curated resource library, on-demand or facilitated
courses, and much more.

Signing up takes 2 minutes. Click here to join now: https://
smallbusiness.mainstreet.org/...



https://smallbusiness.mainstreet.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFsSWhDekpHN0ZUUlE3OEN5c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlcFh7Pifm7TN6TFGmMK48svk-hMKDPGgXWYCtb7OmqUAff4KVFPtr52VUJj_aem_9NSTPDFzpFHjFvgXeICKvg
https://smallbusiness.mainstreet.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFsSWhDekpHN0ZUUlE3OEN5c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlcFh7Pifm7TN6TFGmMK48svk-hMKDPGgXWYCtb7OmqUAff4KVFPtr52VUJj_aem_9NSTPDFzpFHjFvgXeICKvg

Start Talking About Holiday Shopping, Santa is already working hard!

It may seem a little early to talk about Christmas, but your downtown businesses are already thinking
about it. This is a great time to start building excitement around shopping local.

Think beyond simply promoting an event. What can you do to make shopping downtown an experience?
Gift certificates, special shopping days, merchant promotions, giveaways, window displays, children's
activities and coordinated social media can all help encourage people to spend their holiday dollars
locally.

And remember your local businesses are the reason people come downtown. Make sure they are
part of the conversation from the beginning.

Before October gets away from you:

Set your holiday event dates.

Talk with your merchants.

Plan your holiday marketing.

Decide how you'll promote local shopping.

Get gift certificates/gift cards ready.

Start photographing products and businesses for social media.
Make sure your downtown looks ready for visitors.

: 25% Something else to put on your radar! America in Bloom

o %E Am el'i ca 20 years ago when | began in Main Street | asked my local grower about something | had
= INBLOOM Seenina flyer. He actually knew about it and let me know that we weren’t ready yet. After
GROWING VIBRANT COMMUNITIES  this week | know we are oh so close to being ready!

Fast forward to now. Last week, | attended my first America in Bloom Symposium, and | came away thinking about the
many possibilities for connecting the America in Bloom program with Main Street. In fact, the overlap is pretty exciting.
Main Street America President & CEO Erin Barnes was the keynote speaker, and her participation really reinforced the
connection between the two programs. | can see America in Bloom working great alongside the Design component of a
Main Street program, particularly as communities think about landscaping, beautification, streetscapes and creating
inviting public spaces.

We visited several communities and sites during the symposium, and there were awards and grants presented as well.
One thing that really stood out to me was the expertise represented by the sponsors. Many are in the landscape, horticul-
ture and floral industries, and they bring a tremendous amount of knowledge about plants, planting zones and what works
best in different environments. They also have AIB advisors to help your community. They really are a wealth of
information and your community could certainly be an award winner!

| came home thinking that this is a resource our Main Street communities should know about. | highly encourage you to
take a look at the America in Bloom website, explore the community awards, explore what AIB has to offer, and sign up for
their newsletter. You may find some ideas, resources and connections that could be a great addition to your community's
Design work. Sometimes the best resources are the ones we haven't discovered yet!



| also want to take a moment to say thank you to ‘
Dan Brenyo for all the years he has spent working :-j‘;,;' |
on Kentucky Main Street reinvestment reporting. =
For years, Dan has helped gather, organize and
make sense of the numbers that tell the story of
what is happening in our Main Street communities.
Reinvestment numbers may not always be the
most exciting part of Main Street, but they are
incredibly important. They help us demonstrate the |
impact of the work happening across Kentucky
and put real numbers behind the stories we tell
every day.

Dan, thank you for your time, patience and willing-
ness to take on this work year after year and work
with the mathematical challenged coordinator :)

It is truly appreciated!

Don't get too excited he’s not going away :) Dan is
the Executive Director (unpaid | might add) of the
Kentucky Main Street Association a 501 C3 whose
mission is to promote, educate, and support Kentucky
Main Street communities by providing training, tech-
nical assistance, professional development, and re-
sources that strengthen local organizations and ad-
vance downtown revitalization through economic
development, historic preservation, thoughtful design,
and community engagement.

Dan has been a volunteer for a decade and we great-
ly appreciate all he has done to help KYMS with
events, trainings, reinvestments, and more! And he
History comes alive in Perryville this October! would say, put up with the state coordinator :)
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Visit each participating business on Main Street, find their pumpkm A
and collect a stamp or sticker on your passport.
Don't forget to circle your FAVORITE pumpkin! #

The business with the most votes will win a prize!

TURN IN OCTOBER 2474
AFTER HALLOWEEN PARADE

« FIND OUR TABLE! ¢

4
Pineville Economic Vitality Committee
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‘ 0.0 CIRCLE YOUR FAVORITE PUMPKIN'
W The business with the most votes will WIN a prize! ¥
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SPOOKY
NIGHT

COSTUME November 14,2026, 3 - 8
ovembper -opm
cONTEST ANID Main Street, Shelbyville, KY

DOWNTOWN S OUAARAE Between 4th’and 7th Streets

D 6:00PM - 8:00PM 150+ Vendor Booths X
Musical Performances/.

: ,, Food Court / .
Cars, Pumpkins, & Downtown businesses )

828 Vore all brought to will be open! Santa’s
you by the Heart of Workshop will be held
Scottsville at Stargazer Plaza with

children’s activities and
photos with Santa.

We’ve tried to include some
of the events that are
coming later this month and

Ix ParRTNERSHIP WITH THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD AND

WasningTon County BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS |nt0 Novem be r |n case we

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30 don’t figure out this news-

£00 PM-5:350 PM.

NEIGHBORHOOD TRICK-OR-TREATING . .
T0 FOLLOW AT 530 PM. - 7:00 PM social media pages for the

letter issue. Always check

most up to date information.

o =
Springfield



The Great American Main Street Awards recognize communities who have demonstrated excellence in
fostering preservation-based revitalization efforts through the Main Street Approach™. This year, we are
excited to announce that the following eight organizations have been selected as semifinalists for this

prestigious honor.

Center City of Amairillo, Inc. — Amarillo, Texas

Astoria Downtown Historic District Association — Astoria, Oregon
Downtown Excelsior Partnership, Inc. — Excelsior Springs, Missouri
Connect Downtown Johnson City — Johnson City, Tennessee
Village of Lake Orion DDA — Lake Orion, Oakland County, Michigan
Montpelier Alive — Montpelier, Vermont

MainStreet Oceanside — Oceanside, California

Sapulpa Main Street — Sapulpa, Oklahoma

**** side note from me. | expect to see Kentucky on this list next year!!!

Don’t wait, start planning now and let KYMS know how we can help!

Not only can you learn a lot at a Kentucky League
of Cities Conference. You can also have a great
time as seen by the city of La Grange! You might
also find a Kentucky Main Street booth!

== Remember applications are due October
R# 15th. We are happy to proofread your

8 applications. Just don’t wait until the day
before it is due!



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d5gHn804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Y*113/d5gHn804/MWLBJhcL6vBVt3FqN1mlpFGW2NZxg55VxBf5McSJRP3qn9qW7lCdLW6lZ3lnW7nF_5j24_1W5W3R7HJl6wZ3dLW7cmw5h2CPqVsN1_fDnf5CKZpN1-SkX6vY6FWN2QdVjqY0YxrW68BWJv8pzYDVW8g81wT35WsmtW6k92MP6KVn6dN
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d5gHn804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Y*113/d5gHn804/MWLBJhcL6vBVt3FqN1mlpFGW2NZxg55VxBf5McSJRP3qn9qW7lCdLW6lZ3l3N8ddzh0XXkwRV7YSnT6s4GHYW3jQTGx6VrhP1W6f2Mj23WvJSZW8P1XJG4PqM6mW276WPM3PlYxdW4_JF8b6j63KwW4ZF-KF3TCJ4_W1ggJ9f4Fmycs
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d5gHn804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Y*113/d5gHn804/MWLBJhcL6vBVt3FqN1mlpFGW2NZxg55VxBf5McSJRP3qn9qW7lCdLW6lZ3njW81HL848-1nwVN7dqbSgbqFnkW2zFscS94BJ1SN6pK7VQ1lgkcN1rDl6y7zs12N6dp0334KNX8W2ylcCj7bvbtWW7Rg0K37RFHVfW2KsWL-43-hddW8
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d5gHn804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Y*113/d5gHn804/MWLBJhcL6vBVt3FqN1mlpFGW2NZxg55VxBf5McSJS43qn9qW7Y8-PT6lZ3lYW2Xk7B37DpfVGW8l3R-s6nRnSdW4SRQ6j3zl2kwW1gDR353Xn43yW7HLGmL8TzFYBW37yQjD7Gcp8QW5vvt2z4y87TfW68N55_35RqhTW5Bqjrg5PXZ
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d5gHn804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Y*113/d5gHn804/MWLBJhcL6vBVt3FqN1mlpFGW2NZxg55VxBf5McSJS43qn9qW7Y8-PT6lZ3nqW83tRHF5x_88gN6qX45B-07vXW9dGMBv75lJy5W9btM6d2LpkXhN6rcbSJqP4Q8W1GYSd_4m2B1BW43wDsl3GTvV9W4LbLFd56HFwXN6c0FQj4_d2QW
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d5gHn804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Y*113/d5gHn804/MWLBJhcL6vBVt3FqN1mlpFGW2NZxg55VxBf5McSJS43qn9qW7Y8-PT6lZ3ksW5PLDn11hNyTWW5vsYnt5fHTqqW2T1hcY6WbplmW72xbBS2lg1Y6W2ZXp958sL6rHW1t61yR8Rwt49W2GW22D94vZxCW1P5Qpc7pbmTzW1jgY8D48-9
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d5gHn804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Y*113/d5gHn804/MWLBJhcL6vBVt3FqN1mlpFGW2NZxg55VxBf5McSJS43qn9qW7Y8-PT6lZ3mHN4Yh8BcvdPq2W4TFFtr5vHcbLW3h7sF933d_3MW2tZj5m1hyKBkW8bl0K01y7dKMW8sVPwC3ClLVMW4BYlR-7WgJRWW4Wn6Yr19wsPzW74vvD55BN1X

| THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15T, 2026
‘ T

5-8PM

There is a new Asian Market in downtown Murray!!
They are located at 109 S 4th Street. 277 Remy
Avenue Asian Market. Stop in and check them out!
And a new Flower Shop located at 203 S Lp Miller
Street!

Check them out during Farmer’s Market or at the up-
coming BeerFest!

»

BEERFEST

5

- » .' »

D AT THE ATRIUM (& .
")

URRAY KENTUCKY 4
y
b

EMBER7,2026. -

Noon - 6PM . "rf; ’,




H DoNHbmeHhe4&h
., 8 Bardstown Arts & Craft
Festival October 10th and

To:

From:
Expires: 12/31

BEATTYVILLE, KENTUCKY

= ()CTOBER 23-25, 2026
R

787

2
> Taylor Regional
CampbelisvilleMainStreet.com Hospital

CELEBRATING

— 40 YEARS —

CAMPBELLSVILLE FIRESTONE

MAYSVILLE MAIN STREET PRESENTS ./

" DOWNTOWN

OCTOBER 24

Trick or Treat
with Downtown Merchants @ the Green Space on Main
£ DOWNTOWN 4

VFW TRUNK OR TREAT & CARNIVAL Y 4 dy . LIVE MUSIC PERFORMED BY:

McDonald Parkway - | B, 1 KEITH MUHY]

“It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie [Bagpipes]

Brown” @ The Russell Theatre &

11-2: BOO BOOK BASH

2 “
.4. »,%"- @ LIVE MUSIC LOCAL VENDORS | GAMES FOR KIDS {S "?f' \< -
{ X

SPONSORS

Mint m
J -

iy, 3} Follow us on social media @williamsburgky._official ()




Accreditation Season Is Coming!
If you haven't started thinking about your annual self-assessment, now is the time.

Main Street America recently offered a webinar on the new Community Evaluation Platform, designed to help communities
prepare for the 2027 national designation process. Even if you aren't ready to sit down and complete the assessment, this
is a good time to begin gathering your documentation, reviewing your work and your evaluation report from the past year
and making sure your board and committees understand what will be needed.

Don't wait until the deadline to start looking for all those photographs, meeting minutes, work plans and accomplishments!

Main Street America Academy currently has education focused on Building Your Local Business Ecosystem —
understanding the entrepreneurs already in your community, identifying gaps in the support system and turning that
information into action.

Who helps your downtown entrepreneurs write a business plan? Who helps them find financing? Who helps with
marketing, bookkeeping, permits or workforce needs? Main Street doesn't have to provide all of those services, but we
should know where to send our businesses when they need help.

This is a great resource for your economic vitality committee.

In addition, Preservation Has an Economic Story to Tell

We sometimes spend so much time talking about why historic buildings matter that we forget to talk about what they
can do for a community's economy. Preservation can support investment, small businesses, tourism, entrepreneurship
and downtown identity. Don't assume everyone understands that connection—tell the story.

Kentucky recently announced $113,500 in federal Certified Local Government grants supporting preservation educa-
tion, historic surveys, restoration education and heritage trades. One of the funded projects in La Grange is specifically
focused on educating property owners about the financial and economic benefits of owning property in a historic
district.

n Street s
Mpaartnermg with f’
AT CUMBER
ST ""é"é&ENTARY ScHoP 2

> host @ donatcon drivel~ \

SOCKT BER

small Socks. Big 'MPact
@ We are askl"g for

B SocKs: &

d en in need
for c:‘\:}s rwmi:er

CNECK TNE SCHOOL'S
BOOK PAGE
amilies with children attendin
mantary Scheod can
Facebosk poge to fir
seck sizes "

05 W
COMMUNITY VOTE!

like to see
~ (Nhat “’"-ﬂf%n—&tws? i of
R et R

s

()

V.

Sho ng &
Vend:f Events

DONATION BIN AT
THE CENTER ON MAIN
EL ] N cumeerLano

Downtown Food Trucks & 4 Murlals &
Public Art 3

( Beautification Community Nights

= (276) 639 1404
for h

er informatiod

Tri-Cities is calling on our wonderful community to help us fill the Sock Monster’s
belly with BRAND-NEW SOCKS for children in need! Every pair donated is a small
act of kindness that can make a BIG difference.




Historic
Shelbyville

Sell-Guided
Walkmg Tour

She II;\ County Historic .ll Sm iety
Museum and Research Library

G2y Main Street, Shelbyville, KY jjoots
Open Wednesday through Friday 10-4.
Saturday 10-2, or by appointment
wiww,shelbykyhistory, org
director@shelbykyhistory.org

(502)513-5555 Witseum is free
and apen fo the publi
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because of you. See you soon!

Here is a lovely inviting business store front in downtown

Taylorsville. This would be an example of America in
Bloom. Thank you Brown Realty for making downtown a
welcoming place to be.

Take a little time this week to look at your downtown
through someone else's eyes. What would a visitor
notice? What would make them stop? What would make
them want to come back?

And, most importantly, what makes your downtown
special?

That's the story we should be telling.

Happy Fall, Kentucky Main Street!

CAMPBELLSVILLE
MAIN STREET mnm

Thank you for all you do for Main Street and for the ‘ “"H"I l“[[‘

communities you serve. Every storefront opened, building
improved, event held, volunteer hour given, and partner-
ship created makes a difference. Keep doing what you do,
keep sharing your successes, and remember that you are

never working alone. Kentucky Main Street is better

* PRIZES * FOOD
« LIVE MUSIC * GIVEAWAYS

1008|Thursday|5 8PM




