
2024 Grant Program Recipients 
National Underground Railroad Mus eum, Mays ville, Ky –  $12,780 -  Roof Repair 
The mis s ion of the National Underground Railroad Mus eum is  to s tudy, chronicle, and 
celebrate the Underground Railroad and the abolitionis t movement through 
pres ervation, education, and res earch while pres enting truths  about s lavery and the 
pathways , policies , and actions  that led to liberty, freedom, and pers onhood for the 
ens laved. The KAAHC grant will be us ed to complete roof repairs  on the mus eum’s  
Bierbower Hous e to pres erve the integrity of this  important Safe Hous e and its  place in 
Underground Railroad his tory. 
 
S ave the Grand, Frankfort, Ky -  $12,000 –  Black Experience Documentary 
The Grand Theatre is  part of the his tory of s egregation throughout the South. The Grand 
is  partnering with J oanna Hay, who in collaboration with members  of Frankfort’s  Black 
community, will create a film exploring the Black experience us ing archived interviews , 
images , news paper clippings , new interviews , and narration to explore the his tory of the 
Grand Theatre. The film will be s creened publicly at the Grand Theatre, online, at film 
fes tivals , mus eums , and on public televis ion. Les s on plans  will be developed for the 
PBS Learning Media Platform. The Grand is  rais ing money for film production 
(approximately $50K) and is  s till s eeking partners  who will donate, and make challenge 
grants  in exchange for gifts  from others  to fund the completion of the film. KAAHC 
grant proceeds  will be us ed to fund a portion of the film’s  production cos ts .  
 
New Mt.  Zion Baptis t Church, S helbyville, Ky -  $7,000 –  Building Repair 
The New Mt. Zion Baptis t Church holds  profound his torical and cultural s ignificance 
within the African American community. Es tablis hed in the aftermath of the Civil War, 
this  church has  s erved as  a corners tone of faith, s ocial jus tice, and community 
empowerment for generations  of African Americans  in Kentucky. Pres erving this  s ite is  
not only an act of his toric pres ervation, it’s  an affirmation of the legacy of African 
American res ilience, leaders hip, and s pirituality. The KAAHC grant will fund a 
rehabilitation project to pres s ure was h, s crape, caulk, prime, and paint the exterior of the 
New Mt. Zion Baptis t Church building. By res toring the church’s  exterior, this  project 
ens ures  that this  s ignificant cultural and his toric landmark remains  intact for future 
generations .  
  
P aducah His torical P res ervation Group - $8,500 –  Helen LaFrance Art Exhibit 
The Paducah His torical Pres ervation Group (PHPG) has  curated a collection of 14 
“Memory Painting” pieces  by renowned Kentucky folk artis t Helen LaFrance. PHPG will 
provide free exhibit tours  to s chool groups  and the general public. Exhibit viewers  will 
learn about Helen LaFrance the artis t, her artwork that reflects  life in the s outh, and 
better unders tand the experience of living in wes tern Kentucky in the early 20th Century. 
KAAHC grant funds  will s upport this  new program beginning during the 2024-25 s chool 
year and extending through the firs t half of the 2025-26 s chool year.  
 
 



2nd Chris tian Church, Lexington, Ky -  $5,500 –  P res ervation Efforts  
The Eas t Second Street Chris tian Church, founded in 1874, is  one of the oldes t African 
American congregations  in Kentucky. The church played a pivotal role in the civil rights  
movement, offering s anctuary for leaders  and activis ts  and s erving as  a gathering place 
for dis cus s ions  and actions  that advanced racial equality. Its  his torical and cultural 
s ignificance extends  to its  architecture, which reflects  the African American experience 
and adaptation over nearly two centuries . The grant funds  will fund the His toric 
Pres ervation Plan and Feas ibility Study, a critical s tep in pres erving an es s ential chapter 
of Kentucky’s  African American His tory. 
 
Kentucky Educational T elevis ion (KET ) –  $1,500 -  Be My Neighbor Day, Louis ville, Ky 
In partners hip with the Fred Rogers  Foundation, KET  pres ented its  8th annual Be My 
Neighbor Day on S unday, September 29, 2024, at E.P . Tom Sawyer State Park. The 
event focus ed on introducing Louis ville’s  unders erved families  to organizations  and 
res ources  that s upport their children's  educational, emotional, and cultural 
unders tanding. Building on the values  and themes  of the hit PBS KIDS s how, Daniel 
T iger’s  Neighborhood, Be My Neighbor Day is  an opportunity for KET to collaborate with 
new and exis ting community partners  to educate children of all ages  about local 
volunteeris m, family engagement, and divers ity, equity, and inclus ion.  
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