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Main Street Monday! 
 

 January 26, 2026 

It’s coming!  We are excited to 

share that in addition to the         

current Kentucky Main Street 

board handbook a newly revised 

Main Street America handbook will 

be coming to us in February just in 

time for Love Your Downtown! 

In addition board members and 

those who may desire to serve in 

that capacity should be using the 

trainings available on the new 

Main Street Academy. There are 

many free courses to assure you 

are fulfilling your role to the best of 

your ability by learning the           

importance of serving as a local 

Main Street board member.  

For training videos and more visit 
https://academy.mainstreet.org 

It’s almost time for one of our favorite 

months of the year, Love Your Downtown 

month.  It’s a special time to show love to 

everyone and we want to show the Love 

to our locally owned businesses.  Lots of 

great, fun, activities are happening! 

Taylorsville community members visited Pikeville on their tour 

of fellow Main Street communities and took this great photo!  

Watch for the Love Your Downtown heart in your downtown 

and  snap a photo to share! 

Stuck at home due to the snow??? Here’s a great way to get off the phone 

scroll and enhance your skills and knowledge!!  
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 This is what great partnerships look like!  When community          

leaders come together great things happen.  Rita Jackson-Pine 

Mtn. State Park, Jon Grace-Bell Co. Tourism, Elizabeth Madon-Bell 

County Chamber of Commerce, Celia Shoffner-Middlesboro Main 

Street, Candace Tingan-Main Street Pineville, Jessica Brown-City 

Adm , and Tony Maxwell-Cumberland Gap & downtown Middles-

boro business owner gathered to look ahead to 2026. The goal 

was simple but powerful: collaborate, coordinate, and strengthen 

the way we support one another across our region.   

By sharing ideas, aligning calendars, and dreaming bigger togeth-

er, these organizations are working beyond city and county lines 

to create a more connected, vibrant future for our communities. 

This is what regional partnership looks like, and it’s how we build a 

stronger place to live, work, and visit for years to come.  

By sharing ideas, aligning calendars, and dreaming bigger togeth-

er, these organizations are working beyond city and county lines 

to create a more connected, vibrant future for our communities. 

This is what regional partnership looks like, and it’s how we build a 

stronger place to live, work, and visit for years to come.  

Murray has been working behind the 
scenes on this project and are so excit-
ed to finally share the news with our 
community. Murray is highlighted in the 
January/February 2026 issue of Good 
Housekeeping as part of a feature on 
the “New American Dream” and the 
power of kindness. Be sure to keep an 
eye out as the magazine begins arriving 
on local magazine racks.  

Murray KY is featured in                                     
Good Housekeeping!  
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The KYMS community of Williamsburg suffered 

a devastating fire last week. Due to the nature 

of the incident and the displacement of indi-

viduals, the ATF is currently on site conducting 

an investigation. As soon as it is safe to do so, 

we will make an in-person visit to assess the 

situation and determine how we and our KHC 

colleagues can be of  assistance. These historic 

properties are integral to Williamsburg’s       

culture, identity, and built environment, and 

their loss is deeply felt across the community.  

We would also like to thank our colleague, 

John Bry, from Oakland County MI Main Street 

for reaching out to offer assistance and exper-

tise as one of their communities unfortunately 

suffered a similar situation a few years ago and 

they were able to save most of the structures 

and can offer us their experience and help us 

make a restoration plan.  

Another great example of working together in 

downtown Murray on branding, marketing 

and promotion! 
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The Mountain Association's Energy Team has been 
working closely with businesses, nonprofits and 
local governments on Electric Vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure for the past few years. We have an-
other opportunity to provide free technical assis-
tance to those interested in exploring chargers 
within the 54 Appalachian KY counties. Please fill 
out this interest form and we will be in touch with 
more information:                                                               
https://forms.office.com/r/ZDtz3utFfk 

It was Burger Week in Paducah last week, but it is always 

Burger Week in Maysville. Talk about marketing.  This 

truck is next level marketing and will definitely get your 

business noticed.  Stop in and see them in downtown 

Maysville.  

 Now open in downtown Paducah!                              

Abstraction Distillery: Art Gallery & Craft Cocktails.  

407 Jefferson Street 

Big news! Paducah has been named one 
of National Geographic's "100 Must-See     
Getaways" in the new book "Small Towns 
USA!"  

Author Breanna Darling initially visited in 2023 
and was immediately taken by Paducah's 
warm hospitality and creative culture. "I'm ex-
cited for the world to discover and celebrate 
Paducah, and fall in love with it as I did during 
my stay," she said.  

The book releases May 5 and is available for 
preorder now. Ready to discover your own 
Paducah story?   Visit paducah.travel for           
planning tools and inspiration.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/r/ZDtz3utFfk__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!jZaYlhZVFkj1jMbmbgeo6yMRa92-HajBLWDWEGlZjFobvaQ_6EUqELWwhD--TLK-i3lK_ccrA8M40E5gXowQkAg$
https://www.facebook.com/natgeo?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbrswfQwERqSA6kQc-vHGv7HzyufphElxUiwU2SpZ1kjdZpYiypMlaH_-EfQndn50LRj0vf9Momu5uu7_VkLi4mkT205W_OCgdqnAVxRVAhnYQwmFqlmag8MnHUZWBDR0iHEPAi-x7trLVzKQBbSSmotYMR3RU_i9w9dIfuN1drQwzRSeB4rWIhARO-M26IdH7lOMNMusJ3qH_7cVau
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Opportunities for vendors!  Do you have market 

vendors or small businesses who are looking for 

new opportunities to share their work or their 

business. Here are a few markets and events 

that are looking for vendors.  
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Here’s an opportunity for everyone!!!  Get your brand on the best lip balm we’ve found.  

Steve is not only a business owner, but a Main Street board member and is always willing to 

help the local and state programs be recognized.  

Maybe you picked up a buttercream cupcake lip balm from KYMS or a bourbon flavor one at 

our Kentucky Heritage Council conference. So many flavor options and you are supporting a 

locally owned business!!!  While this special is for lip balm you don’t have to stop with that. 

Making Good Scentz also makes soap, lotions, and more all in downtown Bardstown.  This is 

a great opportunity to put your Main Street name,  your city, your personal brand whatever 

you need.  Reach out to Steve and tell him you saw the opportunity in KYMS Main Street 

Monday newsletter! 


