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Main Street Monday! 
 

 February 9, 2026 

Since its debut in 2017, the AARP Community           
Challenge has invested $24.3 million in 2,100          
livability projects, with a  focus on meeting the 
needs of adults age 50 or older.         

Applications are due by March 4, 2026 - 2026 AARP 
Community Challenge    

The program is open to IRS-recognized nonprofit 
organizations, such as those designated 501(c)(3), 
501(c)(4) and 501(c)(6), as well as to local govern-
ments. 

Kentucky weather is trying to give us the Cortina, 

Italy experience.  You are always a gold medalist 

when you are support local in  our KYMS                     

communities.  

We had a great time showcasing Kentucky Main 
Street communities today at WHAS Great Day 
Live. Thanks to Steve Stivers-Bardstown board 
member & owner of Making Good Scentz,                 
La Grange Main St director-Sarah Garrett,          
Hannah Stone from Madeline's Nibbles and 
Wine in La Grange and the other merchants 
Cactus Annie, City Girl, and more for helping us 
promote shopping local in all of our Main Street 

communities across the state! 
Please be aware of your surroundings. This week I witnessed a 
large sheet of ice detach from the rooftop of a three-story building. 
Fortunately,  it struck a lower awning and shattered but ice pieces 
hit a water utility worker. The sidewalk is now closed due to the risk 
of what will be additional ice falls as temperatures rise. These        
hazards are located in areas that owners may be unaware of and 
they are inaccessible to building owners. Take a moment to inspect 

your downtown surroundings.  

The icy missing tooth smile. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us.list-manage.com/Zq-7GXU74T8?e=6b93a49b30&c2id=0ec8808c188b3678185b53549e82987e__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!lvK4dPecr1sY0PFHkxKn2Cg5N39kDbtb0WEo-unjpV3UrVt5SFzjCzO5ifQxW0COe2oDhgdfsLeUifZKsauYpVKn3jXV$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us.list-manage.com/Zq-7GXU74T8?e=6b93a49b30&c2id=0ec8808c188b3678185b53549e82987e__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!lvK4dPecr1sY0PFHkxKn2Cg5N39kDbtb0WEo-unjpV3UrVt5SFzjCzO5ifQxW0COe2oDhgdfsLeUifZKsauYpVKn3jXV$
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Valentines, Galentine’s, Palentine, what ever and who ever 

you are celebrating our downtowns have everything you 

need to be ready for Saturday!   

Write your favorite store a love note or write a love letter to 

your downtown. You might even heart bomb the downtown 

with hearts to tell them how much you love them! 

We are excited to share that Seth Graves owner of            

Magnolia and Steel in Scottville has started a series called 

“Come Have A Seat”.  

This is a new spot in his shop that was made possible in 

part with a 2025 Backing Small Business Grant. You can 

find the link on their FB page and listen in on YouTube!  

 We also love the MS on the shelf which we know is for his 

business, but MS is always Main Street to us! 

Love Your Downtown and your  historic 

structures! Do you live in a National                   

Register District? Do you own an historic 

downtown property?  Are you an elected 

official in a historic town? Tune in to this 

Live Webinar to learn more about how his-

toric tax credits can work for you! March 5th 6:00 PM EST 

This month we also celebrate Kentuckians 

who have made and are making a                         

difference. From trailblazing leaders and 

entrepreneurs to artists, educators and 

business owners who continue to strength-

en our communities. We celebrate the         

impact they’ve made, and continue to 

make in our shared Kentucky story.   

Did you know KY also 

has an African         

American Heritage 

Trail. Learn more   

kentuckytourism.com 
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You never know who will drop in when you have a 

board meeting. President Lincoln even gave us 

some special pennies. He will be celebrating his 

217th birthday Thursday February 12th. 

 

We also watched as MS director, Jill Reed 

and board chair, Aaron Grabanski,  filmed a 

250 segment for February.  

This is a great way to let 

your community know 

what is taking place in 

the community. If you 

are interested in learning 

more reach out to Lisa 

Pinson in Pikeville for 

more information! 
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THIS IS THE MOST WELCOMING 
TOWN IN KENTUCKY 

A study from the American Psychological Association 
found that over half of US adults feel isolated often 
or some of the time. While disconnection appears to 
be on the rise, some communities are actively work-
ing to keep residents engaged, with today’s spotlight 
falling on La Grange, Kentucky. 

Established in the early 19th century and developing 
into a major railroad hub, this town of around 10,000 
sits about half an hour outside Louisville, today 
hosting chocolate crawls, farmers’ markets, and 
summer concerts that bring the community togeth-
er. Complementing these events are its countryside 
inns, coffee shops, and farms that provide a remark-
able level of hospitality. La Grange is waiting for you 
this year, and the following events and places are 
just where you will want to be. 

To read the article visit: https://
www.worldatlas.com/cities/this-is-the-most-

World Atlas has recognized LaGrange!  

Our KYMS communites work hard to keep          

residents engaged as mentioned in this article 

and people always say, there’s just something 

different about Main St. communities! 

Such a fun idea in          

Bardstown! Here are just 

a few cool displays for 

https://www.worldatlas.com/maps/united-states/kentucky
https://www.worldatlas.com/cities/louisville-kentucky.html
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Let’s play name that director. One is 

easy. We had fun last week with 

Chat GPT in creating our caricatures. 

How well do you know us? How did 

GPT do? We think they did well. 

Spread the word! This month’s special 

just for you!  Contact Steve at                      

Orders@makinggoodscentz.com 

Chat GPT can be fun or it can be help. It can 

be another tool in your toolbox, but just like 

in school, always check the work.   

(not ours, but some caricatures had extra 

appendages)  
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December snow kept many of us from attending this          

important leadership training opportunity, but we’re excited 

to have a second chance on March 27th.   

This is designed for anyone who is in a leadership position in 

their community including Main Street directors, local          

officials, etc.  

Note that scholarships are available. Reach out to Dr. Huston 

for more information.  

We close out this  

edition encouraging 

you to enjoy a nice  

dinner and or dessert 

with your sweetie or a 

friend  at a local         

favorite for  sticking to 

your workout for six 

weeks! 

Don’t forget to share with us your 

events to celebrate America 250!   

Google America 250 and see what 

your screen does, it is very cool!  

We are excited to celebrate with you 

so be sure we have your details! 

Thanks to our co-worker Kim Busby 

for letting us know this info. was cut 

off at the end of last weeks MSM. 



 7 

             Downtown Williamsburg  

We are thankful for all the state and local 

snow fighters, linemen, first responders, 

nurses, doctors, utility workers, everyone 

who has helped us weather the season we 

will always remember, the  Winter of 2026 


